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To  the  Editor  qfihe  Montr e(M  Merald 
SIR,  ^  _ 

THE  dtlumns  which  'have  fo^  some 
time  been  practised  upon  the  public^ 
have  becoike  of^late  so  gross,  that  it  becomes  a  du-> 
ty  to  attempt  to  counteract  their  effects,  especially 
us  they  are  intended  to  deceive  people  at  <i  distance  ; 
particularly  in  Great  Britain,  as  to  the  late  and 
present  state  of  this  Country  * 

The  last  nddrtjfes  from  this  place  and^ebec  to 
His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  are  so 
fulsome  and  false,  that  they  appear  to  offer  a  chal- 
lenge to  any  man  armed  with  a  fen,  who  shall 
dare  to  oppose  or  expose  the  sentiments  therein  ex- 
preffed. 

That  Challenge^  feeble  as  any  pen  is,  I  accept^ 
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on  I  eh  alf  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Canadas  wh^ 
may  value  their  permanent  safety  and  welfare^ 
more  than  time  serving  interests  ;  and  truth  and 
independance^  more  than  misrepresentation  and 
servility. 

In  consequence^  I  hereby  fleige  mfself  by  a 
simple  narrative  of  Sir  George's  administra* 
tion^  civil  and  military^  bottomed  upon  plain  but 
undisguised  factSy  [  for  truth  shall  be  my  guide^ 
however  unpalatable  to  some  it  may  be)  to  prove 
that  the- public  is  grossly  imposed  upon  ;  that  Sir 
Geo  RGB  y  neither  by  his  foresight^  conciliation  ^  ex^ 
ample y  or  impulse^  called  forth  the  energies  of  the 
militia  of  either  Province ;  and  that  the  merit  of 
preserving  them  from  conquest  belongs  not  to  him^ 

Finally^  that  he  has  left  the  people  of  this  Pro^ 
'^nnce^  far  more  seriously  divided  in  sentim.ent  than 
he found  thdm. 

Mofitreal  had  the  honor  of  giving  the  first  rm- 
pidse  in  Lower  Canada^  towards  a  determined 
resistance  of  the  enemy.  Let  us  endeavour  also  tQ 
have  the  honor  of  exposing  falsehood^  and  bring- 
ing back  the  people  to  the  exercise  of  their  sound 
political  senses, 

I  shall  begin y  Mr.  Editor ^  nexi  week,  to  oc- 
cupy some  oj your  columns y  chiefly  with  Sir  George'* s 
viilitary  conduct.^  and  continue  in  your  succeeding 
Heralds^  until  I  have  gone  through  vohat  I  propose. 

All  the  favor  I  entreat  is^  that  instead  of  abuse^ 
I  may  be  met  in  the  fair  field  of  argument  and 
matter  of  fact.  "  VERITAS.'' 


Montr ea(^  ']th  April^  1815. 
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To  the  Editor  oj  the  Montreal  Herald 

[N'o.  L] 

SIR, 

IN  pursuance  of  my  promise,  I  now 
proceed,  by  a  plain  relation  of  facts, 
to  expose  the  deceptions  that  have  been  so  un- 
remittingly practised,  with  a  view  to  impose  u- 
pon  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  our  fellow 
subjects  at  a  distance,  by  attempting  to  erect 
Sir  George  Prevost  into  an  Idol  of  adoration, 
that  every  one  was  to  fall  down  and  worship,  or 
submit  to  be  branded  as  factions  and  disaffected* 

Many  of  different  sentiments  would  silently 
have  allowed  the  matter  to  pass  over,  had  there 
been  any  kind  of  decency  or  measure  in  the  in- 
cense offered  ;  but  the  Addreffes  have  of  late 
been  so  fulsome,  and  so  devoid  of  truth,  that 
the  most  torpid  who  feel  for  the  honor  of  their 
country,  must  be  roused  to  offer  their  reasons 
for  refusing  to  join  the  idolatrous,  in  this  new 
species  of  political  worship. 

Another  powerful  motive  impels  me  to  come 
forward  on  this  occasion,  which  is  to  endeavor 
to  prevent  the  stream  of  materials  for  the  history 
of  the  late  war,  from  being  polluted  hy  the  de^ 
letericus  mixtures  of  falsehood  and  misrepre* 
sentation,  which  panders  and  sycophants  are  ia- 
fiising  therein. 

Such  4  proceeding  may  possibly^  by  some,  be 
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called  libellous,  but  what  I  mean  to  write  can- 
not be  a  libel,  unlefs  historic  truth  be  such.  Ac- 
cusations however  of  that  description,  will  come 
w'th  a  bad  grace  from  those  who  have  systema- 
tically framed  and  circulated  a  series  of  the  most 
grievous  calumnies  and  libels  against  the  mem- 
■ory  of  Sir  James  Craig,  and  these  under  the 
sanction  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  inasmuch  as 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  his  receiving  an 
AddreE  from  a  former  House  of  Affembiy,  stuf- 
fed with  grofs  abuse  of  his  predeceffor  in  office, 
and  praise  of  himself ;  which  he  swallowed 
without  remark  or  reproof and  also  as  may 
be  inferred^  fn/m  the'  countenance  given  at 
Head  (^.^arters  lO  ib.it  miser ab/e  Paper  the  Spec- 
taieur.^  which  ap|, ears  to  have  been  set  up  at 
first,  and  to  be  contmued  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  vent  calumny  and  abuse  against  Sir  Jas. 
Craig,  both  Councils  of  this  Province,  and  al- 
most every  respectable  character  in  the  commu- 
Bity  ;  w^liilst  it  heaped  upon  Sir  George  Prevost, 
t  e  most  servile  adulation,  bottomed  upon  false- 
fa. ...od. 

The  war  being  over,  the  language  of  truth 
can  be  fearlesly  used,  without  injury  to  the  sa- 
fety and  interests,  as  in  future  they  cannot  be 
affc(3:ed  by  a  discuffion  of  the  question,  whether 
Hr  iicorge's  merits  as  to  the  past,  have  been 
over-rated  or  not* 

Notwithstandingwc  had  foryears  before,  been 
threatened  with  war  by  the  United  States,  yet 
Sir  George  having  entered  upon  the  exercise  of 

hrs 
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his  funftions,  apparently  with  a  determinatiOB 
to  act  contrary  to  his  predeceffor  in  every  thing ; 
and  Sir  James  Craig  having  unforiunately  emp- 
loyed one  Henry,  who  proved  a  traitor,  to  pro- 
cure intelligence  of  the  then  designs  of  the  A  m- 
erican Government  against  this  country  ;  Sir 
George  would  employ  none,  and  took  no  pre- 
caution whatever  to  get  information,  even  of 
the  war  when  declared .  Mr.  Fofter  our  wise 
Minister  at  V/ashington,  sent  notice  of  the  de- 
claration of  war  ;  it  is  true,  but  by  a  chance  con- 
veyance to  New- York,  to  be  forwarded  from 
thence  to  Lower-Canada,  by  some  safe  acciden- 
tal hand,  no  doubt  to  save  expence^  and  it  arrived 
at  Montreal  several  weeks  afterwards.  To  Up- 
per Canada  he  sent  no  notice  at  all.  The  want 
of  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  military  designs 
and  movements,  has  been  90  notorious  through^ 
out  the  war,  that  I  shall  pointedly  touch  there-- 
on  hereafter. 

Happily  individual  diligence  and  zeal  made 
tip  for  these  grois  and  unpardonable  neglects. 
The  war  was  known  at  Montreal  and  at  Queen- 
ston  in  Upper  Canada  by  private  exprefles,insix 
days  after  its  declaration  at  Washington,  and  at 
Quebec  and  York,  the  seats  of  Government, 
in  twenty  four  hours  more. 

Some  of  those  about  Head  Quarters,  doubted 
the  intelligence,  and  considered  it  some  mer* 
cantilc  speculation  ;  but  upon  re-consideration, 
they  were  thrown  into  the  other  extreme,  and 
fell  into  such  a  state  ©f  alarm  as  13  now  scarcely 

(jrcdibleij 
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credible,  and  which  the  subjects  of  it  would  be 
glad  to  have  buried  in  oblivion — for  really  from 
the  Chateau  downvf  ards,  the  frst  impulse  'with 
many  at  Quebec  ^  was  to  push  off  their  wives  and 
families  to  England,  as  //  must  soon  be  besieged. 

Fortunately  it  was  otherwise  at  Montreal ;  for 
here  the  first  impreffion  was,  to  remain  at  our 
posts  and  prepare  for  their  defence — hence  the 
flank  and  artillery  compan-es  of  the  first  or  En- 
glifli  Battalion  of  Town  Niilitia,  of  their  own 
mere  motion  (before  orders  or  arms  were  ifiued 
to  them)  instantly  began  to  exercise  in  m.arching 
onthe  C  hamp  de  Mars,  every  morning  at  5, 
and  every  evening  at  6  o'clock.  They  continu- 
ed after  they  got  arms,  with  great  perseverance 
anri  diligence  to  learn  the  use  of  them,  and  being 
jr  ned  by  another  company  of  that  Battalion, 
became  afterwsirds  Embodied  Volunteers,  active 
and  zealous  in  defence  of  the  Country. 

The  flank  companies  of  the  Canadian  Town 
Militia,  to  their  praise  be  it  spoken,  soon  after 
caught  the  example,  and  followed  it ;  Vvhilst  in 
the  country  the  common  language  then  was, 
nous  resterons  tronqu'iles  chc%  nous^  or  nous  mar» 
cherons  tous  ensemble^  which  in  plain  Englifli  are 
p?  etty  synonimus.  The  town  Sedentary  Mi- 
litia were  not  tardy  in  following  the  example  of 
their  flank  companies,  and  the  Champ  de  Mars 
for  the  whole  Summer  of  1 8 1 2,  actually  resem- 
bled a  be  hive,  from  the  multitudes  actively  em- 
ployed upon  it^  ia  learning  military  exercises. 

The 
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The  month  before  the  war,  there  had  been  a 
draft  of  Militia  to  be  embodied  for  three  months, 
which  occasioned  great  discontents  over  the 
Province,  and  which  in  the  Country  Parifhes  of 
this  Island  broke  out  into  open  violence;  at  Nou- 
velle  Beauce,  and  at  Pointe  aux  Trembles,  near 
Quebec,  it  was  nearly  as  bad. 

It  was  strongly  suspeded,  that  this  dlscont- 
ment  was  fomented  by  some  of  those,  now  the 
staunch  advocates  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  Be 
this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  not  dne  of  his 
now  self  called  friends  and  favourites^  stepped 
forwa»'d  to  undeceive  their  countrymen,  and 
preach  submission  to  the  laws  ;  for  after  an  op* 
position  by  some  of  the  refractory,  to  a  party 
sent  to  apprehend  Militia  Deserters,  a  multitude 
from  the  country  Parishes  aflembled  at  Pointe 
Claire  and  La  Chine,  about  a  week  after  the 
war  was  known  ;  some  in  arms,  and  all  de- 
termined to  go  to  La  Prairie,  where  the  Militia 
Drafts  were,  and  bring  them  away  in  triumph. 

Whilst  this  was  in  progress.  Sir  George  was 
on  his  way  from  Quebec,  and  before  he  arrived, 
or  could  poffibly  be  consulted,  decision  became 
necessary.  Accordingly  a  Committee  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  resident  here,  lost  not  a  moment 
in  sending  out  a  mission  to  reason  with  the  tu- 
multuoujj  and  warn  them  of  their  fate,  if  they 
persisted  in  their  conduct  and  designs  ;  and 
which  mission  to  give  it  due  effect,  was  imme- 
diately followed'by  a  detachment  of  troops  and 
»rj:illery  furaifticd  by  Generel  Vincent,  as  he 

said. 
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said,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee ;  a  magistrate  was  also  sent  to  accom- 
pany the  military  force.  The  members  of 
that  million,  the  said  magistrate,  as  also  some 
Gentlemen  of  their  own  accord,  from  the  im- 
pulse of  humanity,  did  their  utmost  by  reasoning, 
to  persuade  the  insurgents,  whom  they  met  at 
La  Chine  on  their  way  to  La  Prairie,  to  disperse, 
but  without  effect.- — They  persisted,  and  beca- 
me so  insolent,  that  the  application  of  the  mili- 
tary force  sent  out  became  indispensable;  but  it 
was  applied  with  great  forbearance  and  humani- 
ty by  Lt.  Col.  Plenderleath,  49th  Regt.  who 
commanded  ;  and  only  one  man  fell  a  sacrifice^ 
although  some  returned  the  fire  of  the  troops. 

Next  morning  all  the  flank  companies  cf  the 
Town  Militia,  after  being  armed,  marched  out 
to  the  assistance  of  the  troops,  whom  they  join- 
ed at  La  Chine,  and  the  whole  united,  marched 
on  to  Pointe  Claire.  The  insurgents  retired  from 
La  Chine  in  the  night  preceding,  and  learning 
what  was  pafTing,  now  dispersed.  Detach- 
ments were  sent  out  from  Pointe  Claire,  and 
some  of  the  most  forward  of  the  Infurgents  were 
apprehended,  whilst  others  were  notified  to 
come  to  town  and  surrender,  or  abide  the  con- 
sequences. 

The  day  after  this,  the  troops  and  town  mi- 
litia marched  back  by  another  road  in  triumph, 
and  a  proud  triuniiph  it  was  to  the  latter,  and  to 
their  immortal  honor,  to  have  aided  in  showing 
the  rcfrailory,  that  ^here  was  a  power  to  punifh^ 

as 
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as  well  as  protect ;  and  further  by  their  exa'~  «i 
pie,  to  have  contributed  in  bringing  hack  ttieir 
countrymen  to  a  fenfe  of  their  dutv  ;  as  from 
that  moment  matters  took  quite  a  different  turn. 

But  who  wUl  pretend  to  decide,  what  the  ex- 
tent of  the  effect  of  a  contrary  example  on  that 
critical  occafibn  might  have  been  ;  or  even  had 
the  Town  Militia  remained  indifferent  Specta- 
tors  ;  or  had  the  Committee  of  Council  been  lefs 
prompt  in  their  meafures,  or  had  they  waited  to 
confult  the  Governor.  In  either  of  thefe  pof- 
fible  cafes,  the  infection  of  infurredion  might 
have  fpread  like  wild  fire,  and  Pointe  Claire  and 
Nouvelle  Beauce,  been  joined  together  by  the 
intermediate  parifhes  ;  for  the  multitude  of  ev- 
ery country  is  giddy,  and  there  are  always  felf 
ftyled  Patriots  ready  to  blow  the  coals.  1  fhud- 
der  to  think  of  it,  but  thank  God,  inftead  of  this. 
Sir  George  (who  had  no  hand  whatever  in  bring- 
ing about  this  happy  change)  had  only  to  come 
arid  thank  the  town  militia  on  their  return,  and 
next  day  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  the  late 
leading  infurgents,  feveral  of  whom  were  com- 
mitted, tried,  and  convifted. 

Sir  George  gave  one  of  his  ParUamentarf 
friends  (when  he  waited  upon  him  at  the  Gov- 
ernment Houfe,  Montreal,  on  that  occafion)  a 
moft  violent  philiopic,  for  his  double  deahlng 
inthebufmefs  ;  but  he  has  been  fince  re-admit- 
ted into  the  corps  of  puffers  of  his  pretende^ 
fame- — whilft  thofe  who  at  that  time  were  ther; 
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means  of  faving  him  and  the  Province,  and  at 
all  times  have  been  foremofi:  in  giving  the  ex- 
ample of  a  determination  to  refift  the  enemy, 
are  calumniated  as  a  fadion,  becaufe  they  are 
non-adorers.  Thofe  who  are  now  his  bofom 
friends,  are  many  of  them  men  (who  to  fay  no 
worfe)  ftirred  not  one  ftep  in  the  day  of  need, 
to  give  an  example  to  their  refractory  country- 
men—but who  were  ready  after  the  impulfe 
was  given  to  profit  by  it  fo  far,  as  to  condtscend 
to  accept  of  lucrative  fituations  in  the  militia, 
fome  of  whom  however  foon  reiigned,  when 
they  found  that  fuch  fituations  were  not  to  be 
finecures. 

Now  let  it  be  borne  In  mind,  that  the  difcon- 
tents  above  faid  about  the  militia  drafts,  origin- 
ated from  an  act  pafTed  and  executed  during  Sir 
George's  own  adminiftration.  Here,  then  was 
a  fine  opportunity  for  demonftrating  by  deeds ^ 
inftcad  of  words ^  the  devotion  of  the  Canadian 
population  to  their  political  idol,  and  of  his 
great  influence  over  them,  but  nothing  was  feen 
or  felt  of  either,  until  aftei  the  active  example 
of  the  Englifli  at  that  alarming  crifis,  had  pro- 
duced the  happy  change  which  enfued  ;  and 
which  change  has  enabled  his  fatellites  (carefully 
concealing  the  caufe)  by  falfehoods  and  mifrep- 
refentations,  to  make  fuch  ufe  of  it,  in  the  end- 
lefs  addreflfes  manufactured  fince,  with  a  view  to 
impofe  upon  people  at  a  diftance,  who  do  not 
know  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe. — Surely  it  can- 
not b€  fuppoled,  that  Sir  George  was  fo  negli- 
gent 
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gent  of  his  (^iuty  atfiich  a  crlfis,  as  not  to  have 
iifed  his  iafluence,  ifhehadany  ;  but  whether 
he  did  ufe  it  or  not,  is  for  him  and  his  friends  to 
fettle.— All  we  know  is,  that  there  were  no  vi- 
fible  ufcful  effeds  of  it,  at  that  alarnJiig  period.^ 

There  i$  a  piece  of  hiftory  about  the  Militia 
Aft  which  fliould  be  had  in  remembrance.— 
The  leaders  in  the  then  AfTembly,  now  warm 
friends  of  Sir  Ireorge,  got  a  claufe  inferted  in  the 
Bill,  to  prohibit  fervice  in  the  militia  by  fubfti- 
tut  ion,  a  meafiire  unprecedented  even  in  the  an-- 
nals  of  Bonaparte's  tyranny,  and  another  claufe 
to  prevent  militiamen,  when  embodied,  from 
being  employed  as  fervants  to  oiBcers. — Thefe 
were  efpecially  intended  to  create  difcontent  a- 
mong  the  Englifh  part  of  the  population,  as  be^ 
being  fuppofed  to  attack  their  feelings  in  tender 
points,  confequently  as  general  difcontents  in 
the  execution  of  the  militia  ad:  were  expected  ; 
it  was  thought  that  by  adroit  management,  it 
would  thence  be  eafy  to  afcribe  their  origin  to 
the  Englifh.*  r 

The  loyalty  and  zeal,  however,  of  that  clafsj 
defeated  the  plan  ;  the  draft  took  place,  and  the 
Englifh  furniflied  their  quota  promptly  ;  but 
contrary  to  expeftation,  the  complaints  were  fo 
violent  among  the  Canadians  about  the  prohibi- 
tion of  fubftitution,  that  fome  of  the  authors  of 

that 

♦  By  English,  I  mean  those  born  in  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland , 
or  in  any  other  part  of  the  King's  dominions,  ©f  British  or  Imh 
descent. 
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th  at  moft  tyrannical  meafure,  were  actually  re- 
proached and  infulted  for  it. — The  claufe  about 
militiamen  as  fervants  wsl^  broken  through  by 
Ibme  of  its  framers,  who  had  became  officers, 
doubtlefs  not  intending  it  to  affect  themfelves. 

What  a  proud  confideration  it  is  for  the  En- 
glifh,  who  have  given  an  un  bought  and  unre- 
mitted fupport  to  the  Government  in  whatfo- 
ever  related  to  the  defence  of  the  country  during 
t'  e  war,  to  reflect,  that  the  moft  pointed  neg- 
led:  and  unjuft  infmuations,  ha  /e  been  (and  I 
truft  ever  will  be)  unable  to  make  them  fwerve 
from  their  duty  to  their  King  and  Countrv. — 
A  nd  it  adds  to  that  lofty  fentiment,  to  be  able  to 
fay  with  truth,  that  if  the  Governor's  alledged 
enemies  had  be,en  as  cool  and  indifferent  at  the 
outfet,  about  the  defence  of  the  Country,  as  ma- 
ny of  his  pretended  warm  friends  were,  the  Pro- 
vince would  have  been  loft. 

VERITAS. 


N.  B.  In  my  next  I  shall  [rjceed  to  some  of  the  operations 
in  Upper  Cana.da. 


(    '5  ) 

[NO.  II.]  , 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

My  first  number  having  had  refer- 
ence to  tran8act.ions  in  this  Province,  let  me 
pass  on  to  ITpper  Canada. — After  the  declara- 
tion of  war  by  the  United  States,  had  obtained 
belief  at  Quebec,  Sir  George  Prevost  dispatched 
orders  to  Captain  Roberts,  commanding  at  the 
Islaiid  of  St.  Joseph,  to  afl:  upon  the  defensive. 

General  Brock  was  at  York,  when  he  receiv- 
ed the  account  of  the  war,  which  was  conveyed 
from  Queenfton  in  a  very  short  time  ;  and  im- 
mediately after  he  sent  notice  thereof  to  Lt.  Col. 
St,  George,  at  Amherstburg,  and  to  Capt.  Ro- 
berts. This  express  was  foon  followed  by  ano- 
ti  er  to  St.  Joseph,  whereby  General  Brock  di- 
reded  Capt  Roberts  to  attack  Michilimackinac 
immediately,  if  he  saw  a  prospect  of  success. 

That  Officer,  who  had  only  a  handful  of  in- 
valid Veterans  unders  his  orders,  was  stimulat- 
ed to  act  by  the  traders  there,  who  saw  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  instant  decision,  in  or- 
der to  circumvent  the  enemy,  and  secure  the  In- 
dians in  that  quarter,  who  were  then  not  at  war 
Hvith  the  United  States.  Those  traders  pro- 
mised their  zealous  co-operation,  which  they 
faithfully  perfoimedt  Captaia  Roberts  con- 
curring 
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ciirrlng  m  their  opinion,  determined  (much  to 
his  credit)  to  follow  the  Instrudions  of  General 
Brock,  his  immediate  Commander,  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  of  Sir  George  ;  and  accordingly 
an  expedition  was  organized,  consisting  of  3c 
or  40  Veterans,  200  traders  and  their  engagees, 
witii  about  400  Indians,  w^ho  proceeded  to  at- 
tack the  American  fort  Michilimackinac  ;  which, 
upon  a  landing  being  effected  upon  tliat  Island, 
furrendered  by  capitulation,  the  17th  of  July 
1 8 12,  (a  month  after  the  declaration  of  war  at 
Washington,)  without  a  drop  of  blood  spilt  on 
either  side. 

Colonel  St.  George,  at  A mherstburg,  receiv- 
ed from  General  Brock,  information  of  the  war 
in  time  to  enable  him  to  lay  hold  of  the  bag- 
gage and  medicines  of  General  Hull's  army,  as 
the  vessel  therewith  was  entering  Detroit  river, 
in  the  hope  of  our  ignorance  of  the  purpose 
for  which  that  army  was  approaching  by  land 
from  the  interior.  This  circumvention  of 
Hull,  affected  him  greatly,  and  marred  his  af- 
ter proceedings^  He  however  crossed  over  to 
the  Britifh  side  at  Sandwich,  on  the  1 2th  of 
July,  1812,  with  an  exterminating  proclama- 
tion in  his  hand,  (brought  from  Washington) 
after  a  previous  cannonade  by  him  of  that  de- 
fencelefs  village. 

Information  of  this  Invasion  was  soon  re- 
ceived by  General  Brock,  at  Fort  George,  where 
he  had  speedily  arrived  from  York,  with  an  in- 
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tention  of  attacklno;  Fort  Niagara  ;  but  he  hesi- 
'tared  about  that  measure  from  various  consider- 
ations, part  whereof  were  his  having  had, no 
ofxicial  account  of  the  war,  nor  any  order  from 
Sir  George  Prevost,  to  guide  his  proceedings. 
Indeed  it  is  asserted  and  believed,  that  the  for- 
n^.er  did  not  receive  from  the  latter  any  wu'itten 
order  or  instruction  for  six  wepks  after  the  war 
was  declared.  So  hopelefs  it  seems,  did  Sir 
George  consider  the  state  of^  Upper  Canada^ 
tliai  he  avoided  meddling  therewith,  leaving  the 
gallant  Brock  to  his  own  counsel,  and  thereby 
cunniisgly  reserving  to  himself  the  power  of 
censure  or  praise,  according  to  events. 

Thus  commenced  that  indecisive  conduct, 
which  unhappily  Sir  George  so  stedEstiy  ad- 
hered to,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  wan 

General  Brock  issued  at  Fort  George  an  ad- 
mirable proclamation,  in  counteraction  of  Hull's 
ferocious  one,  and  sent  Colonel  (now  General) 
Procter,  with  a  fmall  reinforcement  (his  means 
allowing  of  none  other)  to  Amherstburg,  where 
he  assumed,  the  command,  whilst  the  Genera} 
returned  to  York,  to  meet  the  Legislature  0£ 
Upper  Canada,  which,  as  Prefident  of  that  Pro- 
vince, he  had  called  together,  for  an  extra  feffion 
upon  the  war  being  known.  This  feffion  was 
fliort,  and  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  1812,  he  left 
York  with  about  100  volunteer  Militia,  which 
were  increased  about  Long  Point,  the  whole 
proceeding  by  land  and  water  to  Amherstburg, 

Owing  to  the  ^reat  exertion  and  personal 

ex- 


example  of  their  beloved  Commander,  they 
reached  that  place  about  :e  i  2th  of  that  month, 
before  which  time  Hull  had  re-crossed  to  De- 
troit, after  co.nmitting  various  excebses,  having 
failed  in  his  artempts  to  pass  the  little  river  Ca- 
nard, above  Amherstburg,  and  having  lo  t  a 
convoy  of  provisions,  which  was  captured  by  a 
party  of  the  41st  Rcgt.  and  Indians,  that  had 
been  Gf^iit  in^o  his  rear  by  Colonel  Procter,  be- 
fore General  Erock  ai rived,  in  order  to  iviter- 
rupt  Hull  s  communications,  and  intercept  his 
supplies. 

Huir  on  learning  the  arrival  of  Brock,  was 
appalled,  as  he  had  previoufly  received  informa- 
tion of  the  capture  of  Micbilimackinac,  where- 
by the  northern  hive  of  Indians,  as  he  termed 
them,  was  let  loofe  againft  him. 

General  Brock  loft  not  a  moment,  and  march- 
ing up  to  Sandwich  with  what  troops  and  mili- 
tia he  had  collefted,  and  a  band  ot  Indians  un- 
der the  brave  and  ever  to  be  lamented  celebra- 
ted Chief  Tecumfeth,  he  cannonaded  the  enemy 
in  their  pofition  at  Detroit,  and  next  day  pafled 
over  with  his  whole  force  to  the  American  fide 
fome  miles  below,  with  a  determination  to  af- 
fault  that  poft  ;  but  General  Hull  prevented 
that  neceffity,  by  capitulatin^x,  to  furrender  him- 
felf  and  his  army  of  2500  men,  with  25  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  took  place  on  the  i6th  of 
Auguft,  1 8 1 2.  This  moft  important  event  was 
effected  without  lofs,  and  an  invaluable  acquifi- 
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tionof  mufquetry  and  cannon  thereby  obtained, 
whereof  we  were  greatly  in  want,  elpecially  of 
the  former,  for  ihe  militia,  who  now  had  the 
honor  of  equipping  themfelves  with  the  fpoils 
they  fo  meritorioufly  aided  in  capturing  from 
the  enemy.  General  Brock,  alike  humane  as 
brave,  allowed  the  American  Militia  to  go  home, 
and  after  providing  for  their  return  in  safety  to 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  leaving  Colonel  Procter  in 
command  at  Detroit,  he  flew  back  as  it  were  to 
Fort  George,  which  he  reached  on  the  24th  of 
the  before  mentioned  month. 

7hen  or  before^  was  communicated  to  him  the 
information  of  that  deadly  armijlice^  concluded 
by  Sir  George  Prevoft  with  General  Dearborn, 
which  had  fo  fatal  an  efiect  upon  all  the  future 
operations,  and  which  tied  up  the  hands  of  the 
gallant  Brock,  from  executing  his  intended  plan 
of  fwecping  the  American  Pofts,  to  Sackett's 
Harbour  inclufive — ^an  operation  that  moft  cer»- 
tainly  could  have  been  then  effected* 

This  armifticc  propofed  by  Sir  George  Pre- 
voft merits  ferious  confideration,  from  its  ope- 
ration being  fo  greatly  in  favor  of  the  enemy  at 
that  time,  and  fo  difadvantageous  to  us. — ^A 
period  moft  precious  to  us,  if  we  had  profited  of 
it  with  vigour,  was  thereby  loft  in  inaSion,  and 
the  enemy  in  confequence,  allowed  to  recover 
from  the  panic,  into  which  they  were  thrown 
by  Hull's  capture. 

The  tranfport  of  the  American  Stores,  ord- 
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nance  and  provlfions,  of  each  of  which  they 
were  much  in  want,  not  being  prohibitfd  by 
that  armiftice,  was  accordingly  proteded  and 
f/ciliated  by  it  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  along  the 
Niagara  fnmtier,  beyond  the  enemy's  moft  fan- 
guine  hopes,  whilfl  their  then  only  difpofeible 
a  >d  invading  force,  under  General  Hull,  on 
t  e  Oetroit  frontier,  was  left  at  full  liberty,  to 
p  ofit  by  circumftances,  the  arraiftice  as  to  him 
King  at  his  option. 

Moft  forninately,  hov/fver,  Huirs  bufmefs 
was  fettled  by  cap'tularTon  before  the  armiftice 
wa«  known  to  (  eneral  Brock  or  him  ;  but  had 
it  reached  ^im  time,  he  of  courfe  would  glad- 
ly ijave  accepted  it,  to  gain  delay  for  the  arriyai 
of  reinforcements,  anc*  a  fupply  of  proyifions, 
from  which  would  ^lave  refulted  the  falvatiou 
of  his  army,  the  prejudicial  confequences  where- 
of to  us  are  incalcuiabie  ;  for,  had  a  knov/ledge 
of  it  reached  the  Indian  nations  at  that  time, 
fuch  a  difguft  and  diftruft  would  have  been 
thereby  excited,  as  could  never  have  been  remo- 
ved ;  and  the  firft  cfFeft  of  which  would  have 
a;>peared  in  the  immediate  difperfion  of  the  In- 
dians, whofe  powerful  and  indispenfable  aid,  at 
that  early  period  of  the  conteft,  would  have 
been  totally  loft  to  us.  To  the  fadls  and  obfer- 
vations  above  ftated,  I  muft  add  the  extraordi- 
nary circumftance,  that  a  Staff*  Officer  was  fent 
cxprefs  from  Montreal  to  Upper  Canada,  to  pre- 
vent General  Brock  from  proceeding  to  the 
weftern  DiftriCt,  but  wuich  moft  happily  was 
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prevented  from  taking  cfFed,  by  the  extraordi* 
nary  rapidity  of  the  movements  of  that  noil  zea- 
lous and  gallant  officer,  who  had  moved  tiiither 
before  the  officer  fo  fent  could  reach  him. 

Madifon's  reje£tion  of  this  armiftlce,  was  fol- 
lowed T^y  taat  ^:/6/7///3r^  defensive  syjlcm^  which 
General  Brock  was  inflru  fled  by  Sir  George  to 
follow,  and  which  palsied  his  operations,  until 
his  country  had  to  mourn  over  his  fatal  1  )fs,  at 
the  battle  of  Queenftoa,  on  the  1 3th  of  Oftober^ 
1812. 

Such  however  was  t^  e  effe£l  of  the  impulfe 
he  had  given,  and  tlie  valour  and  zeal  where- 
withthe  regular  troops,  militia,  and  Indians,  had 
been  Infpircd,  that  the  valuable  efFeds  thereof 
furvived  him,  and  gave  a  brilliant  vi^lory  oa 
that  day  to  his  fucce(r.)r.  General  SneaiFe,  a  lo- 
ver of  armiftices  alfo,  who  in  proof  thereof, 
made  one  of  his  own^  which  threw  away  mod  of 
the  advantages  ot  that  vidory  ;  for  he  negledlcd 
(although  ftrongly  urged  thereto,)  to  take  Fort 
Niagara,  which  could  have  been  done  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  day  of  the  Queenfton  battle^ 
without  lofs,  as  the  enemy  had  temporarily,  en- 
tirely, or  almoft  entirely,  t Uen  evacu  ted  ir.  Had 
he  done  this,  and  at  fame  time  crofled  over  a 
part  of  his  for:c  to  Lewis  Town,  as  he  was  ;r- 
ged  to  do,  and  as  Brock  would  have  done,  had 
lie  furvived,  the  whole  Niagara  line  would  have 
been  cleared  of  the  enemy,  and  all  Qur  alter  dU 
fafters  iu  that  c^^arter  prevented, 

u  z  It 


(     22  ) 


It  has  been  urged  In  favor  of  Sir  George's  tl^ 
mid  defenfive  fyftena,  that  it  was  proper,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  irritating  the  enemy,  and  thereby 
uniting  them  ; — as  alfo  that  his  force  was  inade- 
quate to  offenfive  warfare.    Now  no  pofitions 
were  ever  more  untenable ;  for  to  think  of  conci- 
liating an  enemy,  by  leaving  to  him  the  full  be- 
nefit of  maturing  in  fecurity  all  his  means  of  an- 
Boyance  againft  you,  and  at  the  fame  time  muz- 
zling yourfclf,  is  a  moft  extraordinary  dodrinc. 
Surely  to  do  fo,  muft  eafure  fuccefs  to  tfiat  ene- 
my, as  we  know,  that  fuccefs  will  unite  difcor- 
dant  parties  and  Interefts;  whilft  defeats  pro- 
mote difunion,  and  would  have  ftrengthened  the 
anti-war  party  in  the  States,  by  furnifhing  to 
them  unanfwerablc  arguments,  when  depleting 
the  folly  and  impolicy  of  the  war,  which  had 
been  fo  wantonly  declared  by  the  Madifonian 
party. 

Were  fad:s  in  fupport  of  this  view  of  the  fub- 
jeft  necelTary,  they  would  be  founds  In  the  ef- 
fedts  upon  the  public  mind  In  that  country,  pro- 
duced by  the  capture  of  Michilimakinac  and 
Detroit,  with  Hull's  army. 

Did  thefe  eyents  irritate  and  unite  the  enemy 
againft  us^  no  ;  they  increafed  irritation  it  is  true, 
but  againft  their  own  Government, 

In  difcuiling  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Sir 
George's  deftnftvc  fjificm^  it  is  proper  to  define, 
what  I  mean  by  offenfive  and  defenfive.  Accor- 
dingly, I  do  not  mean  to  contend  for  fuch  a 
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fyftem  of  operations,  as  wouldliave  aimed  at  a, 
military  occupancy  during  the  war,  of  any  one 
Pofl  in  the  States  along  the  Canada  frontier,  ex- 
cepting Fort  Niagara,  and  perhaps  Ofwego,  with 
fuch  Pofts  within  the  Indian  territory  only  as 
might  have  been  neceflary  for  their  and  our  de- 
fence :  but  I  do  moft  ftrongly  contend,  that  a 
fyftem  of  attack  upon  the  depots  of  the  enemy 
along  our  frontiers,  -A^hether  military  or  naval, 
for  the  purpofe  of  deft:roying  them  before  com- 
pletion, and  then  retiring  into  our  own  territo- 
ry, would  have  been  the  beft,  the  cheapeft,  and 
in  all  points  of  view,  the  moft  efFeftual  defence 
for  thefe  provinces,  conjointly  with  a  refpedt- 
able  naval  force  upon  the  Lake«,  to  cover  and 
give  fecurity  and  efficiency  to  fuch  a  mode  of 
warfare. 

I  alfo  contend,  that  this  would  not  have  irri- 
tated, butdifunited  the  enemy,  becaufe  the  with- 
drawal in  fucceffiou  of  our  attacking  force,  im- 
mediately after  the  attainment  of  the  objeils 
thcreofrefpcctively,  would  have  proved  by  fads, 
not  to  be  mifunderftood,  t  hat  our  purpofe  was 
not  attack  beyond  the  ftrid  line  of  what  was  in- 
difpenfable  to  ward  ofFtheefFeds  of  the  prepara-  ' 
tions  making  at  thofe  depots,  with  a  view  to  our 
fubjugation. 

And  as  to  deficiency  of  means,  or  of  force,  un« 
dcr  the  orders  of  Sir  George,  for  executing  fuch 
a  fyflcm  of  attack,  I  deny  the  fad.  Look  only 
at  what  was  done  by  the  adi  f  e  energy  of  a  Brock, 
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with  a  handful  of  men  ;  alfo  what  more  he 
would  have  done  had  his  hands  not  been  tied  at 
a  period  fo  ill  timed;  and  contraft  thefe  with 
the  drowf)  inactivity  of  Sir  George  Prevoft,  and 
its  fatal  confequences.  It  is  aftivity  and  ener- 
gy of  mind  which  are  valuable  requisites  in  the 
qualifications  of  a  m'litary  commander,  and  not 
the  locomotive  faculty  of  a  Poft-boy,  which  can 
be  better  executed,  in  general,  by  a  fubftitute 
than  a  principal, 

Moft  military  men  will  allow,  that  a  long  line 
cannot  be  effedually  defended  by  a  few  troops, 
if  the  enemy  be  left  wholly  at  liberty  without 
counteraftion,  to  choofe  his  time  and  place  of 
attack  ;  whereas,  if  inftead  of  attempting  to  de- 
fend the  whole  line,  the  lefs  important  points 
were  abandoned  for  a  time,  and  the  force  con- 
centered in  one  or  more  important  pofitions  ; 
and fuch  force  when  fo  concentrated,  converted 
into  an  adive,  inftead  of  a  paffive  one^  by  either 
attacking  the  enemy  at  once,  in  his  chief  prepa- 
ratory depots;  or  by  threatening  fever al  of  them^ 
turn  feints  into  real  attacks  as  opportunities  of- 
fered ;  the  tables  would,  by  fuch  a  fyftem,  be 
turned,  and  the  enemy  (efpecially  an  undifci- 
plined  one)  be  reduced  to  the  defenfive. 

According  to  the  well  known  principle  in 
mechanics,  that  velocity  is  equal  to  weight,  a 
fmall  force,by  well  direfted  adlivity  of  operation^ 
maybe madctoproduccagicatetefFea,  than  three 
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times  its  numerical  ftrength  could,  when  tied  to 
the  diflieartening  fyfteni  ot  mere  defence. 

Let  me  pause  here,  and  return  to  Lower-Ca- 
nada, for  the  purpofe  of  making  this  remark, 
which  no  fophiftry  can  overturn,  viz  :— that  the 
capture  of  MichilimakinaCj  with  that  of  Detroit, 
and  General  Hull's  army  ;  and  the  occular 
proof  thereof  afforded  to  the  population  of  Low- 
er Canada  by  the  march  of  that  General,  his  of- 
ficers and  regular  troops,  as  prifoners  through 
Montreal ;  came  fo  opportunely  in  aid  of  the 
La  Chine  bufinefs,as  in  conjunftion  therewith, 
and  the  previous  adivity  and  zeal  difplayed  at 
Montreal  ;  to  Jlrike  dunib  the  preachers  of  pru- 
dence^ to  fix  the  w^avering,  and  to  confirm  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  in  loyalty 

Now  in  the  name  of  truth,  what  Chare  or  me- 
rit had  Sir  George  Prevoft  in  all  this  ?  None  ! 
notwithftanding  all  the  falfehoods  fo  induftri- 
oufly  circulated  by  the  *  Editor  of  the  Quebec 

Gazette, 

Note  *  This  Gentleman  is  now  calling  out  for  a  trxicc  or  ar- 
mistice,  which  doubtless  would  be  very  convenient  fcr  the  purpo- 
poie  of  his  party,  in  order  that  the  poison  infused  by  his  and  their 
Jalse  representations,  might  take  full  effect,  by  with-hoiding  the 
antidote  of  tmth  ;  but  that  cannot  be,  after  such  continued  de- 
cepuons,  and  more  especially  after  the  »205f  faht  and  impudent 
two  per  cent  doctrine,  promulgated  by  that  Editor,  wherein  he 
makes  the  approval  ol  :5ir  George's  measures,  the  criterion  of  loy- 
consequently  by  that  rule,  those  who  stirred  themselves 
mon  actively  m  the  support  oithe  Government,  during  the  war, 
and  at  its  commencement  marched  to  suppress  an  insurrection 
strikiag  at  the  vitab  of  our  defence,  are  to  be  held  as  disloyal; 
and  the  insurgents  with  their  abettors  at  that  time,  good  men  and 
true~-ior  true  it  is,  that  most  of  the  former  are  mn-addremers, 
whilit  alloftke  latter  are  addressers. 
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Gazette,  and  reprinted  at  Halifax.  He  was  mere- 
ly a  paffive  inftrument  at  that  time  ;  neit-ier 
did  he  give  any  orders  or  irnpulfe^  nor  did  his 
now  pretended  friends  give  any  example,  to  pro- 
duce or  contribute  to^fuch  happy  events.  In  the 
whole  of  these  events^  all  that  he  had  to  do,  was 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  what  others  had  sown  ;  but 
much  of  which  fruit  was  allowed  to  perifh  with- 
out being  ufed ;  and  yet  at  this  day  it  would  be 
fuppofed  (if  we  liftened  only  to  the  addreflers, 
and  could  banifh  the  ufe  of  our  memories)  that 
all  was  owing  to  Sir  George, 

It  is  well  known  that  a  perfon  by  repeatedly 
mentioning  a  ftory,  however  unfounded,  at 
laft  believes  in  it,  and  fo  it  may  be  with  many, 
who  aid  in  the  delufion  pradtifed  and  pradifing  ; 
but  it  is  in  the  recoUeftion  of  many,  what  fur- 
prife  was  exprefled  by  one  of  Sir  George's  suite, 
upon  their  arrival  at  Montreal,  the  beginning  of 
July,  1 8 1 2  ;  when  he  exclaimed — "  Why  you 
are  quite  a  different  people  here,  for  inftead  of 
alarm,  all  feem  to  have  laid  afide  bufinefs,  and  to 
think  of  nothing  but  preparation  to  refift  the  e- 
nemy." 

It  has  been  often  faid,  that  Sir  George  has  the 
merit  of  doing  wkat  Sir  James  Craig  would  not 
have  attempted,  viz  :  to  defend  both  Provinces; 
whilft  the  other  would  have  thought  of  nothing 
but  fecuring  Quebec,  As  to  what  Sir  James 
would  have  done,  can  be  only  matter  of  opi- 
nion now,  as  dead  men  tell  no  tales  ;  but  jud- 
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inp;  of  him  by  the  preparations  he  made  in 
veflels  upon  the  Upper  Lakes,  bequeathed  to  his 
fucceffor  ;  and  by  his  capacity  and  energy  in 
other  respeds ;  I  think  there  can  be  no  pre- 
fumption  in  fuppofmg,  that  had  he  Uved,  and 
been  placed  under  the  like  circumftances  as  Sir 
George  was  in,  when  he  arrived  at  Montreal  in 
July,  i8 1  2,  he  would 'have  made  a  more  im- 
portant ufe  of  the  fa6ts  and  advantages  then  de- 
veloped. Befides  it  amounts  almoft  to  proof, 
that  Sir  George  had  not  decided  upon  a  gene- 
ral defence  before  he  came  to  Montreal,  elfe  he 
would  have  inftrudted  General  Brock,  and  given 
other  indications  of  fuch  a  determination,  at  an 
earlier  period  than  he  did. 

Now  does  it  require  the  gift  of  divination  to 
fay,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence^  if 
General  Brock's  condud,  and  his  inftruftions  to 
Colonel  St^.  George,  and  afterwards  to  Colonel 
Procter,  at  Amherftburg,  as  alfo  to  Captain 
Roberts,at  St.  Jofeph,  had  been  the  fame  as  Ge- 
neral Prevoft?  No^ — for // would  affuredly  have 
been  this :  St.  Jofeph  would  have  been  captured 
by  the  American  Garrlfon  of  Michilimakinac, 
inftead  of  capturing  them .  A  mherftburg  would 
have  fallen  to  Hull.  The  Indians,  from  neces- 
fity,  muft  either  have  joined  the  enemy,  or  be- 
come tame  fpedtators  of  our  fate.  General 
Hull  and  his  army  would  have  defcended  like  a 
torrent,  increafing  in  its  courfe  by  bands  of 
American  militia,  and  of  difaffefted  Americans 
in  Upper  Canada,  until  they  had  fwept  the 
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country,  certainly  to,  Montreal ;  but  probably  to 
Quebec  ;  for,  as  Sir  George  would  have  fhut 
hlinfelf  fpeedily  up  in  that  fortrefs,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  our  militia  would  have  liftened  to 
the  preachers  of  prudence  ;iiow  his  Idoli^ers^  and 
might  have  prevailed  upon  them  a  rejler  tran^ 
quilles  che%  eux. 

I  therefore  re-aflert  upon  fubftantial  grounds, 
that  not  to  Sir  George,  but  General  Brock,  tne 
Indians,  the  Traders  and  Engagees,  and  Upper 
Canada  Militia,  in  aid  of  the  few  regular  troops 
then  in  that  Province  ;  and  to  the  Montreal  Mi- 
litia, in  aid  of  the' few  regulars,  with  the  measu- 
res purfued  here  before  Sir  George's  arrival, 
at  this  place,  the  falvation  of  both  Provinces,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  is,  under  the 
favor  of  divine  providence,  to  be  afcribed.  In 
my  next,  i  fhall  sketch  fome  ulterior  operations  ; 
l  aving  already  occupied  beyond  a  full  propor- 
tion of  your  independent  paper, 

«  VERlTASr 

Montreal,  i8th  April,  i8i5' 
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[NO.  III.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

There  Is  no  profelEon  that  requires  fuch  a 
variety  aad  fuperiority  of  attainments  and 
qualifications  as  the  Military,  to  become  diftin- 
guifhed  therein.  How  few  obtain  the  appel- 
lation of  a  great  Commander  !  but  whether  Sir 
George  be  really  entitled  thereto,  as  his  ad- 
mirers would  lead  us  to  believe,  may  be  partly 
judged  of  by  the  following,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
eeding  relations  of  faCts. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Canada,-he  made  a 
rapid  tour  through  the  upper  part  of  this  Pro- 
vince; no  doubt  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  it 
with  a  military  eye,  and  thereby  perfonally 
judging  of  the  beft  pofitions  for  defence,  in  cafe 
of  need.  This  was  highly  proper,  but  like  many 
after  excurfions,  no  vifible  refult  followed. 

The  winter  of  1 8 1 1  paffed  on  without  any 
preparation  contemplative  of  war,  (the  before 
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mentioned  militia  a£l  excepted)  notwlthftand- 
ing  the  fulmlnations  in  Congrefs  agaiiift  us  du- 
ring all  that  winter  ;  the  open  avowal  of  their 
defigns  upon  Canada,  and  the  adual  fpreading 
of  the  cloth  for  Peter  B.  Porter's  war  feaft,  as 
announced  in  the  Committee  of  Congrefs, 
whereof  he  was  the  organ. 

The  two  Internal  keys  of  this  Province,  viz  : 
Ifle  aux  Noix  and  Coteau  du  Lac,  were  either 
defpifed  or  overlooked  inthattour,  notwithfcand- 
ing  the  importance  decidedly  given  to  the  for- 
mer, efpecially,  by  the  French  Engineers,  and 
by  General  Haldimand,  who  was  an  able  judge 
of  pofitions,  and  w^ho  had  expended  a  large 
fum  of  money  in  fortifying  it,  in  the  former 
American  war, 

The  caufe  of  this  neglefh  I  know  not  with 
certainty,  but  the  fad  is,  that  Ifle  aux  Noix  was 
not  occupied  until  fome  time  after  the  war,  and 
might  have  been  feized  by  the  enemy,  had  he 
t'»en  poflfefl^ed  fufEcient  military  capacity  to  es- 
timate its  value,  Coteau  du  Lac  was  not  occu- 
pied until  fummer  1 8 13. 

Not  a  gun  boat  or  vefl^el  was  built  on  the  ri- 
ver Richelieu  at,  or  above  St.  Johns,  or  even 
thought  of,  until  the  Almighty  threw  into  the 
power  of  the  brave  looth  regt.  and  a  few  artil- 
lery in  garrifon  at  Ifle  aux  Noix,  two  of  the 
enemy's  armed  veflTels,  which  were  captured  in  a 
moft  gallant  ftyle,  by  the  aid  of  a  gun  boat  or 
two,  built  at  Quebec,  by  order  of  Sir  James 
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Craig,  which  had  been  conveyed  over  bnd  fo 
Saint  John's  ;  and  wliich  captiF'es  formed  the 
bafis  Of  a  fictilla  for  lake  Champlain,  and  fir'l: 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  endeavoring  to  cominaad 

It  has  been  matter  of  furpri  fe  to  manv,  why  a 
number  rf  ilal  b'^at^-,  capable  of  carrying  heavy 
guns  were  never  built  at  La  ine,  to  be  ftation- 
ed  belov/  t  c  Cakades,  at  Ille  Perraiilt,  or  v/here- 
foever  elfe  in  lake  St.  ?  ouis,  might  have  been 
confidered  moft  advifable  and  convenient,  tor  a 
rapid  movement  to  attack  the  enemy,  if  they 
defcended  the  St  Lawrence,  immediately  after 
paffing  the  rapids  of  the  Cedars,  before  ths  y 
could  col le(fl  together,  and  form  ;  it  being  cer- 
tain, that  their  boats  muft  necelfarily  fault  or 
pafs  the  rapids  UDconne^ted,  and  by  comparifon, 
as  it  were,  in  Indian  file,  or  in  fediions  of  a  very 
fmall  front  ;  confequently  th^Ir  difcomfiture 
would  have  been  eafy,  had  they  been  met  im- 
mediately after,  by  a  refpeftable  number  of  ar- 
med boats  of  ours,  ready  and  frefli  for  the  at- 
tack. 

In  fhort,  military  forefight,  anticipation,  or 
counteradion  of  the  possible  or  probable  mo- 
vements or  defigns  of  the  enemy,  formed  no 
part  of  Sir  George's  lyftem  of  operations  ;  if 
any  fyftem  or  plan  there  ever  was,  which  may 
be  doubted,  feeing  the  vacillating  meafures  pur- 
fued  upon  all  occafions  ;  as  hardly  a  regiment 
could  be  moved  frqm  one  place  to  another, 

without 
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without  half  a  dozen  counter  orders  ;  and  con- 
fequentiy  to  repair  a  difafter,  always  coll  us 
double  or  quadruple  the  expence,  and  number 
of  men,  that  would  have  been  neceffary  by  time- 
ous  precaution  to  prevent  it  ;  befides  thereby 
always  receiving,  inftead  of  giving  the  law  to 
the  enemy. 

The  moft  palpable  and  fatal  error  h'^wever  of 
all,  is  yet  to  be  told,  viz  ;  that  of  not  p7^es6rvi?ig 
the  C0V7 wand  of  the  Upper  Lakes.  1  ufe  the 
word  preferving  inftead  oi acquiring^  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  becaufe  Sir  James  C  raig  left  Sir  George 
Prevoft  a  moft  decided  iuperiority  upon  thofe 
Lakes  ;  for  on  ^ach,  we  had  feveral  veflels  of 
force,  and  the  enemy  , had  only  the  Oneida  brig 
of  1 6  guns,  upon  Ontario,  and  the  Adams  of 
about  the  fame  fize,  but  half  armed  and  manned, 
upon  Erie* 

The  lat^-er  veflel  was  juft  rebuilt  at  Detroit, 
v/hen  captured  by  General  Brock,  and  became 
a  prize  to  us,  until  thrown  away  by  fome  ftrange 
mifcondufl:,  along  witii  the  Caledonia,  belong- 
ing to  the  North  Weft  ^  .ompany,  which  veflels 
came  down  with  American  prisoners,  and  part 
of  the  guns  taken  at  Detroit ;  when  on  arriving 
at  Fort  Erie,  to  accommodate   the  landing  of 
thofe  prifoners  upon  the  American  fide,  they 
incautioufly  were  anchored  fo  far  over  towards 
that  fliore,  as  to  be  boarded  in  the  nig^it,  takeu 
and  carried  away,    '"i  he  Adams  got  aground 
afterwards,  and  was  deftroyed  ;  but  the  Cale- 
donia, 
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donia,  although  injured,  was  preferved  by  the 
enemy,  and  became  an  inftrument  in  the  difas- 
trous  capture  of  our  fleet  upon  Lake  Erie  the 
next  year. 

The  command  of  the  Lakes^  and  efpecially 
thofe  bordering  upon  Upper  Canada,  is  (b  evi- 
dently an  objed  of  primary  confideration  in  the 
defence  of  the  Canadas,  and  the  upper  province 
in  particular,  that  it  furni&es  matter  of  afto- 
nifhment,  how  a  military  man  could  be  fo  ig- 
norant of,  or  blind  to,  its  importance^  as  to  allow 
it  to  be  wrefted  from  him,  when  the  means  of 
the  preservation  of  that  command  were  fo  com- 
pletely in  his  power. 

In  conjundion  with  the  naval  command  of 
thofe  internal  waters,  the  friendflilp  of  the  In-^ 
dians  was  a  point  of  equal  importance,  at  t  he 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  forefight  and 
energy  of  a  Brock  preserved  the  latter,- — The 
cold  indifference  of  a  Prevoji  lojl  the  former ; 
and  yet  the  AddrefTers  have  the  fhamelefs  ef- 
frontery to  lay,  "  the  fmallnefs  of  the  regular 
*'  army  with  which  your  Excellency  was  left  to 
"  withftand  the  whole  efforts  of  the  United 

States, 

Note  *  The  arts  used  to  obtain  signatures  to  the  Addresses, 
are  in  many  instances  most  shanieful.  Officers  of  militia  have 
called  their  men  together,  and  made  them  sign,  or  rather  make 
thriir  marks  by  roll  call.  In  other  cases,  the  people  have  been 
impounded  in  the  Chnrch  after  Mass,  (but  my  information  leads 
me  to  beheve  that  the  Clergy  had  no  agency  in  this,)  and  there 
•re  instances  where  youtbs,  who  could  write,  have  been  made 
te  sign,  to  encrcase  the  actual  number  of  signatures. 
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"  States,  for  two  years,  and  the  infiifficiency  of 
"  the  Naval  force  on  the  Lakes,  have  ncpofed  hts 
Majejly  s  arms  to  some  reverfes^  whilft  it  is 
notorious  from  the  fids  above  ftated,  that  this 
insujpde7icy  on  the  Lakes ^  proceeded  entirely 
from  negled  of  the  idol  thus  addrefled. 

How  came  they  to  dare  to  venture  upon 
fuch  an  impojlure  P  Is  it  becaufe  they  reckon 
'upon  the  like  banifliment  of  the  ufe  of  memory 
in  the  reading  of  thofe  AddrefTes  ia  Canada,  as 
is  neceffary  in  all  the  operations  of  the  junto  ; 
or  if  not  fo,  is  it  the  idea  that  no  perfon  here, 
durft  attempt  to  expofe/V;  or  finally  is  it,  that 
at  diftance  (as  the  Addreffes  are  manufadured 
for  exportation)  they  counted  upon  no  one 
finding  it  out,  asihey  meant  to  keep  their  own 
counsel. 

However,  I  do  entertain  fome  hope,  that  they 
have  reckoned  without  their  hoft  ;  and  that  Le 
Bon  Vieux  Temps  and  myfelf,  who  are  fellow 
labourers  in  the  fame  vineyard,  for  the  correft- 
ion  of  falfehood,  and  fupport  of  truth,  without 
having  any  knowledge  of,  or  communication 
wdth  each  other,  will  open  the  eyes  of  many,  if 
we  cannot  of  all  the  blind  ;  for  of  the  cure  of  the 
honeft  really  blind  patriots,  I  cannot  doubt,  but 
of  the  wilfully  blind,  they  muft  be  left  to  be 
cured  by  their  own  folly,  and  the  contempt  of 
all  independent  minds. 

Upon  thefubje£t  of  the  upper  Lakes,  their 
negied  in  i8 12, cannot  be  excufed,  even  upon 

the 
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the  principle  of  Ignorance  or  inadvertancy  ;  for 
the  common  table  talk  that  fummer  at  Mont- 
real was  tiie  incompetency  of  the  Officers  and 
men  on  board  the  King's  fhips  on  Lake  On- 
tario (and  that  talk  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  al- 
ways better  known  at  Head  Quarters,  than  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,)  and  that  a  ftrong  remedy 
was  nec  ffary,  or  th  -  command  thereof  would 
be  loft.  Of  that  incompetency  there  was  fur- 
nifhed  the  moft  ftriking  proof  by  Commodore 
Earle,  when  he  went  over  in  the  Royal  George 
with  others  to  Sacket's  Harbour,  in  fum'mer 
1812,  to  deftroy  the  Oneida  Brig;  and  on  ar- 
riving there,  finding  her  hauled  into  the  inner 
harbour,  and  one  or  two  of  her  guns  landed  and 
planted  on  the  blu^^point,  (for  then  there  was 
no  garrifon)  without  cover,  which  fired  at  him  ; 
the  gallant  Commodore  immediately  turned  his 
tail  or  ftern  to  the  enemy,  and  returned  to 
Kingfton  re  infedia^  hwx.  with  whole  bones. 
Yet  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  at  Head  Quar- 
ters, nor  any  remedy  attempted,  and  he  remain- 
ed in  command  of  the  Ontario  Squadron,  until 
the  arrival  of  Sir  James  Yeo,  and  then  forfooth 
was  offended  at  being  fuperseded. 

Sir  George  in  not  noticing  this  condudt  of 
Earle,  might  poffibly  have  had  an  anticipatory 
feeling  of  what  might  happen  to  himfelf  at  that 
place,  at  a  future  day.  It  is  proper  to  remark, 
that  Commodore  Earle  does  not  belong  to  the 
Royal  Navy, 

F  Every 
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Every  one  wondered  why  ^\r  George  did  not 
make  an  energetic  application  to  Capt.  Pafcoe, 
of  the  Tartarus  floop  c  f  war,  (who  arrived  at 
Quebec  from  Halifax  after  the  war  was  known 
there)  to  lay  up  his  fhip,  and  march  with  his 
officers  and  crew  to  Lake  Ontario,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deftroying  the  Oneida  Brig,  and  every 
craft  on  that  Lake,  belonging  to  the  enemy  ; 
which  afTuredly  in  fuch  cafe,  could  have  been 
completely  accomplifhed,  and  the  faid  officers 
and  crew  brought  back  to  Quebec,  in  lefs  than 
eight  weeks  atter  their  departure,  if  their  return 
to  that  place  fhould  have  been  infifled  upon. 

We  all  know,  that  Sir  George  could  not  have 
commanded  Capt.  Pafcoe  to  do  fo,  but  we  alfo 
fciiow  the  anxiety  of  a  Britifh  officer,  in  either 
fervice,  for  active  employment  ;  and  that  if  a 
flrong  cafe  had  been  made  out,  which  furely  at 
at  that  time  required  no  ingenuity,  as  a  plain 
ftatement  of  the  truth,  would  have  been  fuffi*- 
cient  to  convince  Capt  Pafcoe  that  the  falvation 
or  lof<?  of  the  Canadas,  might  depend  upon  his  ac- 
quiefcence  or  \  efufal.  In  fuch  cafe,  who  can 
doubt,  that  he  would  have  confented  ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  he  would  have  been  applauded  and 
promoted  for  fo  doing,  whilft  thoufands  of  lives 
and  millions  of  money,  would  have  been  faved 
by  the  meafure,  if  due  vigilance  had  been  con- 
tinued afterwards,  to  pi  event  the  neft  from  being 
formed  at  Sacket's  Harbour. 

Inftead  ot  this,  fo  little  feeling  had  Sir  George 
upon  this  grand  arm  of  defence,  that  a  lifelefs 

common 
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common  place  attempt  was  made,  to  get  feamen 
at  Quebec,  as  if  in  time  of  peace,  for  8  or  lo 
dollars  a  month,  when  merchants  were  giving 
more  than  twice  as  much ;  but  what  would  sea- 
men ha  /e  availed  under  fucn  Officers  as  Earl e  ? 

I  will  further  afk  the  Quebec  Addreflers,  who 
are  alfo  alive  to  the  insufficiencv  of  the  Naval force 
on  the  Lakes^vfhj  2i\\  the  fliip  carpenters  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  all  the  batteau  car- 
penters of  the  Province,  were  not  engaged  to 
keep  up  the  fuperiority  we  had  in  armed  vef- 
fels  on  the  Upper  Lakes,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  to  build  batteaux,  the  negleO:  of 
which  latter,  alfo  occafioned  infinite  detriment 
to  rhe  military  fervice  ? 

I  will  alfo  afk  them,  whether  they  ever  heard, 
that  a  Quebec  Ship  Builder,  who  would  have 
contradled  for  a  36  gun  Frigate  on  Lake  On- 
tario, to  be  fpeedily  built,  was  not  laid  afide,  for 
the  fake  cf  a  thoufand  pounds  in  his  demand 
beyond  what  Sir  George  would  agree  to  give  ? 

After  all  this,  it  is  the  acnte  of  afTurance  to  in- 
finuate,  that  Minijiers  were  to  blame  for  fcch 
infufficiency,  efpecially  as  they  could  only  have 
a  knowledge  of  our  wants  here  through  Sir 
George's  information  ;  and  if  he  was  filent  01  de- 
fective in  explanation  of  his  wants,  he ^  not  Mi^ 
nijlers^  ought  juftly  to  be  blamed.  But  it  is 
known,  and  has  been  declared  in  Parliament  by 
Miniftcrs,  that  they  never  furniflied   lefs,  and 
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frequently  much  more,  than  the  requlfitioii 
from  hence. 

When  a  defedlive  military  force  is  mentioned, 
let  it  be  recoUeciled,  that  Sir  George  had  the  be- 
nefit of  two  ftrong  additional  regiments,  whicli 
arrived  early  in  fuinmar  1812  to  replace  two 
weak  ones,  and  he  veryjroperly  kept  che  whcie* 

Appearances  warrant  the  belief,  that  iSir 
George  was  firft  roufed  from  his  torpor  about 
the  Lakes  and  Indians,  by  the  menrorial  of  the 
Committees  of  trade,  prefented  in  Odober  1 8 1 2, 
(fmce  republifhed  in  the  Quebec  Gazette,  from 
a  Halifax  paper)  wherein,  the  importance  of 
thofe  objeds  was  forcibly  dwelt  upon^  and  the 
neceffity  of  having  Officers  and  feamen  from  the 
Royal  Navy,  strongly  pointed  out.  Accord- 
ingly, an  exertion  in  shipbuilding  on  the  lakes 
was  made  in  winter  iS  1 2,  and  officers  and  fea- 
men from  the  Royal  Navy  arrived  early  in  May 
1815; 

The  exertions  of  the  enemy  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bour, then  an  open  unfortified  place,  was  such 
before  the  end  of  summer  181 2,  as  to  produce, 
in  Oftober  of  that  year,  four  armed  schooners 
in  addition  to  the  Oneida  brig,  with  which  Com- 
modore Chauncey  chased  Commodore  Earle  in 
the  Royal  George,  into  Kingston  Harbour; 
where  we  were  cannonaded  by  the  enemy,  wh'  se 
Commodore  and  vSquadron  went  off  with  flying 
colours  in  triwmph,  and  returned  to  Sackett's 
Harbour,  wnere  taey,  that  autumn,  launched 

their 
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their  new  frigate  the  Madison. 

They  also  made  exertions  on  Lake  Fr5e, 
where  they  equipped  some  small  armed  veffels  : 
but  by  navigating  on  those  lakes  very  late  in 
1812,  they  narro-vvly  escaped  that  deftrudiou 
of  their  armed  force  from  the  elements,  which 
our  means  ought  to  have  inflifted,  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  season. 

The  exertions  in  building  on  Lake  Ontario, 
made  by  Sir  George  in  winter  1812,  v^/ere  cer- 
tainly great ;  but  by  a  strange  fatality,  the  lar- 
gest of  the  two  frigates  laid  down,  was  at  York, 
and  the  other  at  Kingston,  thus  throwing  away 
above  half  of  the  effeft — for  by  thus  dividing 
our  force,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to 
prevent  the  conveyance  of  guns  and  stores  for 
the  ship  at  York  ; — -or  even  if  those  could  have 
been  conveyed  at  an  immense  expense  by  land 
in  winter,  the  jundion  afterwards  would  have 
been  impraQicable,  from  the  facility  of  interpo- 
sing a  superior  force  in  the  lake  between  those 
places. 

There  was  another  striking  impropriety  in 
building  at  York,  without  providing  the  means 
of  fecurity  there,  as  the  works  of  defence,  pro- 
jected by  General  Brock  (when  he  contempla- 
ted, before  the  war,  the  removal  of  the  tiaval 
depot  from  Kingston  to  York,  by  reason  of  the 
proximity  of  the  former  to  the  States  in  winter 
by  the  ice)  were  dicontinued  by  orders  from  be- 
low, aad  never  resumed.    The  position  inten-^ 
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ded  to  have  been  fortified  by  General  Brock, 
near  York,  was  capable  of  being  made  very- 
strong,  had  his  plan  been  executed  ;  but  as  it 
was  not,  nor  any  other  plan  of  defence  adopt- 
ed, a  ship  yard  without  protection,  became  an 
allurement  to  tiie  enemy,  as  was  felt  to  the  cost 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  York. 

I  shall  defer  to  a  future  nurnber,  the  conside- 
ration of  the  enemy's  naval  preparations  upon 
Lake  Erie,  and  our  supinefs  there  in  summer 
1813. 

The  storm  that  had  been  long  threatening  the 
Lower  Province  from  Plattsburg,  at  length 
seemed  ready  to  burst  upon  it,  as  notice  was 
given  at  Montreal  on  the  evening  of  17th  of 
Kovember  18 12,  that  the  enemy  were  advan- 
cing, and  that  upon  a  certain  signal  of  alarm 
being  fired  trom  the  citadel,  the  tro(  ps  and  em- 
bodied militfa  were  to  prepare  to  crofs  over  to 
Longueil.  Next  afternoon  the  alarm  guns  were 
fired,  and  tVe  troops  and  Battalion  of  Fnglifli 
embodied  Volunteers,  were  in  conseouence  put 
in  motion.  1  he  latter,  although  they  had  to 
collect  ov^rthetow^n  andcifferent  suburbs,  were 
upon  the  beach  equipped  for  fervice  nearly  as 
foon  as  the  regulars,  where  they  had  to  wait 
two  hours  for  boats,  which  being  at  length  pro- 
cured, they  crofled  the  river  in  the  dark,  and 
marched  to  Laprairie,  where  they  arrived  at 
midnight,  and  were  then  diftribuied  in  quarters. 
The  Canadian  flank  companies  of  the  town, 
/Went  over  the  day  following  cr  afterwards,  and 
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the  whole  country  militia  in  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties, were  in  movement,  with  an  alacrity  that 
will  for  evtr  do  them  honor.  , 

The  weather  became  very  severe,  and  the  e- 
nemy  retired  after  encountering  a  picket  of  In- 
dians near  River  La  Cole,  who  were  so  well  ma- 
naged as  to  occasion  the  enemy  to  fire  upon 
eacti  other  in  the  night,  whilst  the  picket  fell 
back  and  escaped  without  lofs.  Upon  its  being 
known  that  the  enemy  had  retired,  the  troops 
and  militia  returned  to  their  quarters  and  homes, 
which  closed  the  operations  of  1 8 1 2,  in  Lower 
Canada. 

Almost  every  body  was  sensible  what  might 
have  been  done  by  us  on  Lake  Ontario  in  181 2, 
and  a  sad  mortification  at  the  want  of  exertion 
there  ensued.  All,  how^ever,  looked  forward 
with  hope  to  the  winter,  when  a  confident  ex- 
pectation was  entertained,  that  past  neglefts 
would  be  then  compensated  for,  by  a  coup  de 
main  of  the  troops  acrofs  the  ice,  to  deftroy  the 
nest  of  Hornets  colleded  at  Sackett's  Harbour^ 
whilst  in  their  torpid  state. 

The  winter  came,  and  seemed  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Almighty  to  favor  the  enterprize, 
for  the  ice  was  never  known  so  good.  All  were 
on  the  tiptoe  of  exoedation,  when  Sir  George 
came  up  in  February,  and  proceeded  on  to 
Kingston.  A  movement  of  troops  was  looked 
fi)r,  but  alas  none  was  made,  and  all  evapora- 
ted m/umQ  ;  but  a  desultory  attack  upon  Og- 
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densburg,  in  consequence  of  a  kind  of  negative 
permission  given  by  His  Excellency  on  passing 
tl  e  post  at  Prescott,  the  fuccefs  of  which  attack 
proved  tbat  the  enemy  were  then  wholly  un- 
prepared at  Sacketfs^  as  their  Ccmmander  was 
actually  at  Albany,  and  no  preparation  for  re- 
sistancethouglt  of,  as  no  attack  was  ex- 
peded,  until  awaked  by  the  fate  of  Ogdensburg, 
when  all  was  hurry  and  buftle,  in  every  quarter. 
They  then  began  to  collect  a  force  to  pi  event, 
w  hat  ought  by  that  tnme  to  have  been  by  us  ef- 
feflied  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  our 
fuccefs,  had  we  made  the  attempt  without  crea- 
ting previous  alarm. 

The  public  being  thus  again  disappointed  in 
their  favourite  delenca  est  Carthago  ( Sacketfs 
Harbour J,  relapsed  into  a  gloom,  w^hich  conti- 
nued until  dis'^ipated  by  the  electrifying  news  of 
the  arrival  of  Sir  James  Yeo,  at  Quebec,  on  5th 
May  3  813,  in  the  Woolwich,  with  officer^  and 
seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy,  for  the  ships  built 
and  building  at  Kingston,  the  frigate  at  York 
having  been,  as  was  to  be  expefted,  previoufly 
burnt.  Sir  James  and  hfs  people  reached  King- 
stone  in  lefs  than  two  months  Irom  Portsinouth. 

The  Almighty  appeared  again  to  favor  us, 
and  the  exertions  made  at  Kingston  after  the  ar- 
rival there  of  those  officers  ar  d  seamen,  to  equip 
the  fleet,  was  so  great,  that  an  atiempt  was  de- 
termined to  be  made  upon  Sackett's  Harbour, 
whilst  Commodore  Chaunceyard  his  fleet  were 
up  the  lake*    Sir  George  had  accompanied  Sir 
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James  to  Kingston,  Troops  accordingly  were 
embarked,  and  Sir  George  himself  was  most 
unfortunately  along  with  them. 

The  fleet  failed — the  wind  blew  propitiously, 
and  they  were  soon  off  the  wiflied  for  Harbour 
of  Sacketts,  but  no  attack  was  made  that  day. 
Here  again  flepped  in  that  accursed  indecision 
which  is  so  ruinous  in  military  operations,  and 
it  is  generally  fupposed,  the  troops  would  have 
returned  without  making  any  attempts  to  land, 
had  not  fome  American  troops,  next  day  (which 
coming  from  Oswego  in  boats,  had  been  cha- 
sed from  an  island  by  our  Indians)  come  and 
furrended  themselves  to  our  fleet. 

This  encouraged  a  landing  to  be  made,  al* 
though  the  wind  having  become  contrary,  it 
thwarted  a  naval  co-operation,  but  it  was  no% 
neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprise. 

The  troops  were  disembarked,  but  without 
artillery,  and  advanced  with  their  usual  spiritj^ 
when  the  enemy  in  dismay  fled,  whilst  our 
men  coming  to  a  block  house,  which  made  re'- 
siftance,  were  checked.    During  this  advance 
so  hopelefs  did  the  enemy  consider  their  situa- 
tion, that  they  burn<  a  barrack  or  store,  spiked 
the  guns  of  a  battery,  and  began  their  retreat 
through  the  viMge,  fetting  fire  to  their  new 
frigate  the  Pike^  then  on  the  stocks;  and  Gen- 
eral Brown  who   commanded,  had  actually 
written  a  proposal  of  capitulation,   which  he 
had  appointed  a  flag  of  truce  to  carry  to  our 
G  Commander, 
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Commander,  whilst  a  few  men  were  kept  In 
the  block  house  to  give  an  appearance  of  resist- 
ance, in  order  to  obtain  better  terms.  At  this 
period,  in  an  evil  hour,  Sir  George  Prev'ost, 
mlftakiag  the  enemy  in  running  away,  with 
the  dust  thereby  thrown  up,  for  a  column  of 
reinforcements  arriving  ;  immediately  gave  or- 
ders for  a  precipitate  relmoarkation,  and  then 
was  exhibited,  the  extraordinary  miHrary  spec- 
tacle of  a  retreat,  I  will  not  say  a  fight,  back  to 
back  ! 

Th?  enemy  upon  ob<?erving  this,  couid  hard- 
ly bellev^e  t^ieir  senses,  but  a'^ter  a  little  reflec- 
tion, went  to  extiaguifh  the  fire  in  the  frigate, 
which  they  effefted  (Deing  built  of  green  wood) 
before  she  su.lained  any  material  injury, 

H^.re  ea  Jed  the  second  expeditl'jn  to  racketts 
H  i^hoiir.  Vow  I  svou'd  alk  in  respect  to  :t, 
w  ie^:her  t  e  burning  of  a  store  by  t^.te  enemy 
hin'^eif,  was  not  au  unequ;vocaI  proof  of  an  in- 
tention to  furrender  ?  and  further,  tnat  if  the 
faving  of  lives  was  the  only  motive  for  retreat, 
^  ly  the  attack  was  not  madethe  evening  before, 
yvhen  the  enemy  was  lefs  prepared  to  resist  ?  or 
why  was  it  made  without  artillery  ?  or  finally, 
why  was  not  tae  block-hous-^  merely  mafked, 
or  watched  by  a  pare  of  our  force,  and  the  rest 
carried  round  to  burn  the  stiip,  and  dock  yard, 
&c.  al|  w  .ic'i  was  pradlicable  almost  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  or  the  pofEbillty  of  being 
prevented  by  the  enemy  in  the  block  house. 
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The  above  fads  about  Sacketts  harbour  were 
long  ago  known,  and  have  turtii  be  1  matter  of 
endlefs  conversation,  regret,  and  a  irtificatloa, 
Th  y  have  been  cofiiiniied  by  miliiary  visitors 
an  J  others,  to  and  from  that  place  since  the 
peace  ;  aid  »t  is  now  fart  ler  known,  what  was 
pieviouslv  ^iisoefted,  t  at  far  from  j.cketts 
being  now  a  secoa  1  Gibraltar,  as  was  the  idea 
at  head  quarters,  there  has  been  no  period  when 
it  would  not  have  fallen  before  3000  Britifli 
troops,  well  commanded  and  appointed. 

It  is  high  time  to  close  this  number,  and  to 
crave  your  indulgence  until  next  week,  for  a 
continuation.  VER^ITAS. 

Montreal,  26th  April,  181^. 
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[NO.  IV.] 

To  the  Erlitorof  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir,  ^ 

In  a  former  number,  I  mentioned  the  armis- 
tice conduded  aftenthe  battle  t^i  Queenston,  by 
General  Sheaffe,  upon  a  proposal  from  the  en- 
emy. It  continued  as  lono;  j  s  it  suited  their 
purpose,  and  when  their  preparations  in  boats, 
&c.  were  complete,  General  Smythe,  who  had 
fucceeded  Van  Rensselaer  in  the  command  of 
the  American  Army,  and  who  even  amfdst  the 
habitual  boafting  ot  officers  in  t/jeir  fervice,  was 
considered  so  pre-eminent  in  that  faculty,  as  to 
acquire  the  furname  of  Van  Bladder — sent  not- 
ice to  General  Sheaffe,  that  the  armistice  would 
cease  on  the  20th  of  November  1 8 1 2.  On  the 
28th  of  that  month,  he  made  an  attempt  to 
crofs  over  a  large  force,  and  land  below  Fort 
Erie,  having  before  landed  a  party  which  burnt  » 
fome  houses  and  barns  near  that  Fort,  before 
they  were  attacked  and  repulsed.—  General 
Winder  commanded  this  corps,  and  was  repiJ- 
sed  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Bishopp,  Inspecting  Field 
Officer,  whose  force  consifted  chiefly  of  militia. 
— Smythe,  after  various  demonftrations  for  re- 
n«wing  the  attempt,  put  his  men  into  winter 
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qmrters,  where  tbey  became  very  sickly,  ?.nd 
he  was  obliged  to  dev'^arnp,  to  avoid  the  rage  of 
his  CAvn  troops  and  militia. 

General  SbeaS'e  entertained  an  idea  of  eva- 
cuating Fort  Erie,  which  ai  that  time,  would 
have  had  the  most  pernicious  efFed,  but  it  was 
dropt  upon  being  remoftrated  against. 

Toe  Upper  Canada  Militia  upon  the  Niaga- 
ra line,  underwent  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  fa- 
tigUv-s  and  privations,  which  did  them  great  ho- 
nor in  supporting^  and  are  scarcely  credible.— 
They  were  liarrassed  with  duty,  from  unavoid- 
able neceffity,  and  without  neceffaries,  allow- 
ances, or  any  thing  to  fupport  them,  but  the 
cause  in  which  they  were  embarked,  and  the 
zeal  infused  into  them  by  their  beloved  Brock, 
unhappily  theii  no  more. 

It  has  been  a  common  remark,  that  any  notice 
taken  of  the  Militia  of  the  Upper  Province  by 
Sir  George,  was  in  a  cold  forbidding  manner, 
as  if  extorted  by  neceiii^iy  rather  than  proceedi^^g 
fron^  choice  ;  aqd  tlie  sentiment  is  general  in  that 
Province,  that  he  seldom  gave  them  the  aid  ia 
troops  for  their  defence,  that  his  means  were 
equal  to  ;  and  generally  when  given,  was  too 
late  being  only  put  in  motion  at  a  great  dift- 
ance,  after  a  disafter  was  kaov/o,  and  then,  as 
if  fearful  of  sending  too  many. 

His  d'lty,  however,  extended  alike  to  the 
proti^fition  of  both  provinces^  but  we  hear  of  no 
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addresses  to  him  from  Upper  Canada,  upon  his 
departure,  being  either  presented,  or  intended. 
Yet  these  who  saw  and  felt  the  real  tug  and  bu^*- 
then  of  the  war,  are  aiTuredly  better  judges  of 
his  miUrary  merits,  than  the  addreffers  of  the 
Lower  Province,  who,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, were  noc  in  a  situation  to  see  or  near  a 
shot  fired. 

Reverting  to  naval  operations.  It  Is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  exertions  made  by  the  enemy  at 
Sacketts  Harbour,  in  winter  1812,  were  such 
as  to  enable  Commodore  Chauncey,  after  em- 
barking General  Dearbon  with  2500  troops,  ex- 
clusive of  his  crews,  to  sail  in  April  18 13,  with 
ten  armed  vessels,  which  proceeded  off  York, 
and  on  t;  e  27th  of  April,  having  landed  Gene- 
ral Pike  with  those  troops,  they  defeated  Gene- 
ral Sheaffe  with  a  very  considerable  lofs,  who 
had  with  him  only  about  60c  men,  half  where- 
of were  militia  and  Indians.    The  enemy  fus- 
tained  a  heavy  lofs,  by  the  explosion  of  our 
powder  magazine,  in  which  a  slow  match  was 
left,  when  o'  :r  troops  retreated.    Had  it  explo- 
ded a  few  minutes  later,  the  whole  of  the  ene- 
my's troops  would  have  been  deftroyed  Ge- 
neral Pike  lost  his  life  by  it,  and  a  great  many 
olEcers  and  men. 

Before  our  troops  retired,  th^y  burnt  our  fri- 
gate on  the  stocks,  and  naval  stores.  The  enemy 
burnt  part  of  the  military  buildings,  which  they 
completed  on  their  second  visit  to  Y<  rk  in  July 
— and  notwithstanding  a  capitulation  granted  to 

the 
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the  inhabitants  /;/  ^/rz7,  after  Gen eraKSheaffe's 
retreat,  they  then  burnt  the  civil  public  buildings, 
alt!  ough  <•  jcneral  Dearborn  has  had  the  un- 
bluililng  effrontery  since,  deliberately  to  deny 
his  having  done  so.  The  enemy  remained  un- 
til the  2d  of  May,  carrying  off  the  stores  and 
provisions  found  at  York  when  they  re-embar- 
ked, and  stood  over  to  Niagara,  where  they 
landed  the  troops,  and  returned  to  Sacketts  Har- 
bour. At  this  period,  they  also  burnt  a  Tav- 
ern, some  diftance  above  York,  which  had  be-*! 
longed  to  government,  and  intended  defcroying 
t  'att  s  Mills,  but  were  prevented  by  the  fear  of 
Indians  being  in  that  neighbourhood.  Thus, 
and  before  at  Fort  Erie,  the  enemy,  without 
prov(M:^tion,  commenced  that  system  of  burning 
and  destroying  public  and  private  buildings, 
which  ti'^cy  prosecuted  afterwards  upon  so  ma- 
ny occair-ions,  Vvatbout  compund:ion  or  feeling, 
altJioug  ■  they  affected  to  consider  the  retaliation 
executed  at  Wafhington  upon  Public  BuildingJi 
only,  as  an  unprecedented  barbarity  ;  and  in 
this  they  were  seconded  by  an  unprincipled  par- 
ty in  the  British  Parliament,  who  seem  always 
alive  to  the  diftreffes  of  an  enemy ^  but  deaf  to 
those  of  Gur  own  subjects  ;  as  \i  they  were  un- 
worthy of  protediion  from  the  ravages  of  that 
enemy^  however  atrocious.  Nay,  it  w^ould  ac- 
tudly  appear,  from  the  speeches  in  Parliament, 
thkt  those  fa(^]:ious  declaimers  were  afraid  that 
too  hard  conditions  would  be  imposed  at  Ghent, 
up.  >n  America,  notwithstanding  her  base  decla- 
ration of  war  against  us,  whilst  fighting  for  the 
independence  of  nations.  General 
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General  SheafFe  has  been  blamed  for  the  un- 
judicious  diftribution  and  management  of  'the 
troops  he  had,  but  it  mull:  be  evident,  that 
he  had  not  the  means  of  making  an  effe(flual 
refiftance,  again  ft  fuch  a  fuperiority^  covered  by 
a  fleet  ;  although  it  is  thouglit  thar^  had  he  re- 
turned, and  atracked  ti;e  enemy  immediately 
atter  the  explofion,  their  defeat  would  have 
been  certain.  It  muft  excite  aftonifliment,  how 
a  frigate  and  a  quantity  of  flores  and  provifions 
couid  have  been  placeid  in  a  ritaati(m  fo  totally 
unprovided  v/irh  the  means  of  defence  :  for  of 
^  the  ftw  regulars  that  General  SheaiTe  had,  lOO 
oi  the  8th  Regiment  were  there  by  accident, 
having, 'at  that  time  halted  on  their  march  from 
Kin^ftonto  Burlin>>:ton  and  Fort  Georee. 

The  American  fleet  returned  Jro?n  Niagara  to 
Sacketts,  for  a  frefli  cargo  of  troops,  with  which 
they  again  failed,  and  proceeded  to  the  former 
place^  w/;ere  they  were  landed,  and  preparations 
made  lor  crossing  over,  to  attack  Fort  George. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1813,  (after  having  on 
the  24th  and  25th  cannonaded  Fort  George 
fiom  the  American  Fort,  batteries  and  fhips,) 
the  enemy  landed  a  large  force  at  day  break,  on 
the  Britifli  fide,  under. cover  of  a  Leavy  and 
deftruftive  fire  from  their  fleet,  when  having  ad- 
vanced, they  were  gallantly,  but  ineffeaually 
met  and  oppofed  by  fome  of  our  troops  and  ini- 
litia,  who  w^ere  obliged  to  give  way,  and  with 
thofe  left  in  Fort  George,  to  fall  back  to  Queens- 
ton 


{    51  ) 


torij  after  d5fmantling  the  Fort,  and  deftroying 
the  ftores. 

Our  lofs  was  confiderable*  and  General  Vin- 
cent, who  commanded  our  troops,  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  continue  (us  ri '  eat  to  the  head  of  the 
La':e,  after  withdrawing  what  force  we  had  a- 
long  the  Niagara  line,  up  to  Fort  Erie  inc]u>Gve, 
and  concentrating  the  whole  near  Burlington 
heights. 

The  intermediate  country  being  ne  w  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy,  they  pufhed  forv/ard  a 
large  force,  under  Generals  Winder  and  Chand- 
ler, as  far  as  Stoney  Creek,    Their  intention  - 
was  to  attack  our  united  force,  wherein  they 
were  circumvented,  by  the  gallant  and  daring 
manoeuvre  propofed  to  General  Vincent,  which 
was  embraced,  of  attempting  to  carry  their  camp 
by  furprize.    This  was  executed   before  day 
break,  on  the  6th  of  June,  by  about  500  of  the 
8tb  and  49th   Regiments,  who   attacked  about 
3500  ot  the  enemy,  advantageoufly  pofted,  who 
were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  a  number  of  kil- 
led, and  the  two  Generals  abovementioned  with 
5  other  officers,  and  about  100  men  made  pri^ 
foners,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  with  their 
horfes  and  tumbrils  captured.    Our  troops  foon 
after  retired,  when  the  enemy  became  lo  panic 
ilruck,  as  to  deftroy  a  quantity  of  provifions  and 
baggage,  and  retreat  precipitately  10  miles  to 
the  forty  mile  creek,  where  they  were  joined  by 
General  Lewis,  with  a  reinrorcement.  From 
that  place  they  alfo  fled,  (upon  tae  appearance 
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of  Sir  James  Yeo,  and  our  fleet,  with  fome  troops 
on  board,  w  lo  cannonaded  .ind  fummoned  them) 
leaving  their  tea'cs  'la  i  iin:;,  and  hardly  halted 
until  t'^ey  reac!.eJ  Fort  George, 

Sir  James  took  and  deftroyed  many  of  their 
boars  with  prcvifions,  but  unfortunately  our 
nu'TiHers  "were  too  fma'l  to  take  advantage  of  this 
panic,  elfe  the  enemy  might  have  been  expelled 
to  their  own  fide. 

Conni  irlore  Chauacey  hearing  of  the  attack 
upo  i  Sack  t's  Harhour/had  returned  there  with 
h;s  ile^t,  w  ere  he  reinained  until  the  end  of 
July,  w  ien  the  Pike  was  ready.  In  the  inter- 
meJiate  time.  Sir  Jas.  Yeo  was  aOive  in  scour- 
iny  t-^e  Ihore  of  the  lake,  having  uiken  leveral 
f  nal!  ve  r^s  of  t^ie  enemy  with  pro^^isions  and 
{lores,  b:iies  d.)ing>'  them  other  injury;  and 
k-iping  opii  It  I  co-nmunlcation  with  our  troops 
at  the  head  of  Ontario. 

Our  troops  they  got  reinforced,  advanced 
towards  the  enemy,  and  on  the  24th  of  June, 
the  American  Co] oael  Boerfteler,  with  about 
500  men  and  2  field  pieces,  who  had  marched 
int )  the  country,  were  attacked  by  a  body  of 
Indians,  and  fo  hard  pre ffed  by  them,  as  to  be 
compelled  to  furrender,  upon  tlie  appearance  of 
Lieut  Fitzgibbon^  and  a  few  men  of  the  49th 
Regt. 

Our  troo}>s,  in  the  fummer  of  ^813,  took  up 
a  position  fron.  St  Da  vid  to  the  four  mile  creek, 
and  were  Commanded  by  General  De  Ro  tte  'nt- 
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BUi^G,  who  jomed  them  from  Lower  Cana<^a» 
and  relieved  Genera!  SheaiTe,  as  Preside  ir  of 
the  Upper  Province,  and  Senior  officer  upoa 
the  Staif  there. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1 8 1 3,  Lt,  Col  Clark  of 
the  mihtia,  went  over  with  a  fmall  force  to 
Fori  Schloffer,  deftroved  that  post,  and  brought 
Oil  some  provki  nis  and  arms     O  i  the  i  it.i  of 
same  month,  Lt.  Colonel.  Biiliopp  and  Ciirk 
croffed  to  Black  Rock,  with  240  men,  defeat* 
ed  the  guard  there,  and  brougljt  oft  several  boats  ' 
with  stores  and  provisions,  and  3  field  pieces, 
and  deftroyed  the  store  houses  and  barracks, 
with  fome  cannon  and  a  veflel.  Unfortunately 
however,  they  remained  too  long,  and  were 
attacked  on  coming  away,  by  a  frefh  party  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  body  of  Ipdians  in  their  inte- 
rest, whereby  we  suffered  some  lofs,  which  was 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Bifh- 
opp,  receiving  three  wounds,  which  occasioned 
hfs  death,  and  deprived  the  service  of  a  pro- 
miiling  young  officer,  of  most  amiable  private 
charadter.    He  was  a  great  favourite  with  the 
Militia,  and  greatly  lamented  by  themi^ 

Excepting  these  excursions,  nothing  of  mo- 
ment happened  in  the  centre  division,  until 
Joined  by  Sir  George  for  a  few  days,  when  a 
grand  demonflration  against  Fort  George  was 
displayed,  by  marching  the  army  up  the  hill, 
and  down  again,,  which  resulted  in  satisfying 
him,  that  nothing'  could  be  done  to  dislodge 
the  enemy. 

In 


In  the  month  of  July  1813,  the  Growler 
aAd  Eag.e,  which  ha  i  been  so  gallantly  captur- 
ed on  the  }d  of  June,  near  Isle  aux  Noix,  wtre 
manned  by  seamen  from  a  sloop  of  war  at 
Quebec,  commanded  by  Capt.  Everard,  who 
came  up  himself  with  his  officers  and  men,  when 
beinf^  diftributed  in  those  vessels,  he  took  the 
com  nand  of  one,  and  Capt.  Pring,  of  the  Roy- 
al Navy,  who  had  come  with  Captain  Barclay, 
and  other  officers,  in  April  from  Halifax,  took 
the  command  of  the  other.  These  vessels  and 
some  gun  boats  accompanie  l  Col  J.  Murray, 
Inspefting  field  Officer,  with  a  s^all  military 
force  in  batteaux,  waich  proceeding  to  Platts- 
burgh,  burnt  the  stores  and  barracks  at  Cham- 
plain,  at  Saranack,  f  since  rendered  so  famous^) 
and  at  Swanton,  after  which  they  returned. 
Our  armed  vessels  looked  into  Burlington, 
where  the  enemy  had  moored  theirs  so  close  un- 
der a  battery,  as  not  to  be  got  at. 

This  service  was  performed  without  loss,  and 
furnifhed  a  proof  of  what  zeal,  intelligence,  and 
activity,  when  well  direded,  are  capable  of ; 
besides  giving  a  pledge  of  what  might  be  ex- 
pedled  at  a  future  day,  from  the  services  of  that 
Valuable  officer,  fliould  an  opportunity  be  pla- 
ced in  his  power.  This  pledge  he  afterwards 
well  redeemed  at  Niagara. 

On  the  3 1st  of  July,  Com  :  Chauncey  (the 
Pike  being  now  equipped)  with  12  sail,  appear- 
ed off  York,  and  landed  a  second  time,  when  he 
burat  the  remaining  barracks,  stores,  and  wood- 
Yard. 
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Yard.  On  re-embarking,  he  proceeded  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Ontario  and  landed  near  Burling- 
ton heights,  with  a  view  of  carrying  tiiat  poft, 
but  Major  Maule  with  his  small  foice  presented 
so  boki  a  counten -.nee,  and  Lt.  Col.  Batrersbj 
with  part  of  the  Glengary  Regt.  being  on  the 
march  to  support  him,  the  enemy  gave  up  the 
attempt,  and  stood  over  to  Niagara. 

Sir  fames  Yeo  having  equipped  another  brig, 
failed  from  Kingfton  on  the  31ft  of  July  with 
fix  fail,  and  meeting  the  enemy  with  1 1  fail,  ofF 
the  12  mile  Greek  above  Niagara,  on  the  loth 
of  Anguft  1 8 13,  a  partial  action  ensued,  v/hich 
ended  in  our  capturing  the  Julia  and  Grov/ler 
of  two  guns  and  40  men  each,  whereupon 
Chauncey  having  the  wind  in  his  favor,  took 
shelter  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Niagara.  The 
enemy  had  lost  the  flight  before,  the  Scourge 
of  10  and  Haniikon  of  9  guns,  which  overfet  in 
a  squall,  and  tiie  whole  of  their  crews,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few,  perished. 

Both  fleets  soon  after  came  down  the  Lake, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  on  feeing  ours,  went  in- 
to Suckett's  Harbour  on  the  1 8th  of  Aug.  but 
failed  again  the  fame  day  or  the  following. 
Ours  entered  Kingfton  Harbour,  and  after  em- 
barking  fome  heavy  artillery  for  our  army  on 
the  Niagara  line,  again  proceeded  up  the  Lake 
on  the  2otn  of  Auguft.  • 

Nothing  of  moment  happened  between  the 
fleets  until  20th  Sept.  wheu^thc  American,  which 

had 
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bad  left  Niagara  the  day  before,  discovered  ours 
off  York,  and  an  action  began,  which  partially 
continued  two  hours,  wherein  our  ships  had 
suffered  so  much  in  their  masts,  as  to  induce 
Sir  James  Yeo  to  push  for  Burlington  heights, 
off  which  he  anchored,  it  blowing  strong.  T 
Wolfe,  Sir  James'  ship,  loft  her  main  and  mizen 
topmasts  in  the  action,  besides  receiving  other 
damage,  and  was  preserved  by  a  mafterly  and 
gallant  mancxuvre  of  Captain  Mulcafter  in  the 
Royal  George,  who  laid  his  ship  between  her 
and  the  Pike  in  such  a  position  as  to  rake  t  -e 
latter,  disable  her,  and  cover  the  retreat,  of  our 
squadron.     The  Pike  loft  many   killed  ai)d 
wounded,  especially  by  the  burfting  of  feme  of 
her  own  guns.    Had  Chauncey  attacked  us  at 
our  anchorage  with  determined  refoluiion,  our 
fituation  would  have  been  very  perilous,  and 
might  have  had  a  fatal  termination. 

On  the  ift  of  Odt.  the  enemy's  fleet  returned 
to  their  anchorage  off  Niagara,  but  failed  down 
the  Lake  on  the  2d  or  the  5th,  the  Pike  and 
Sylph  being  a  head,  fell  in  with  5  of  our  fmall 
Schooners  and  a  sloop,  etnployed  for  the  con- 
veyance of  provifions  and  stores,  which  had 
imprudently  left  York  to  return  to  Kingfton, 
when  by  injudicioufly  keeping  together  and 
ftanding  out  into  the  lake,  inftead  of  each  mak- 
ing the  beft  of  his  way  along  fhore,  the  schoon- 
ers were  captured  and  carried  into  Sackett's 
Harbour,  with  above  300  men  in  all  on  board, 
including  the  crews  and  flank  compan  es  of  De 
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Watteville's  Regt.  The  sloop  ran  ashore  and 
was  uestroyed,  one  schooner  carried  2  guns, 
and  the  others  one  each. 

It  is  time  for  the  prefent  to  quit  Ontario,  and 
fee  what  was  passing  on  Lake  Erie  and  its 
oeighbourhocd. 

Colonel  Proctor  commanding  the  Right  Di- 
vifion  of  the  army  at  Detriot,  having  received 
information,  that  an  American  corps  of  up-^ 
wards  of  looo  men,  under  General  Winches- 
ter, had  reached  French  Town,  River  Raism, 
26  mHes  from  Detroit ;  and  alfo  learning,  that 
Gcfreral  Harrison  with  another  corps,  was  on 
the  march  to  join,  did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the 
boid  resolution(aIthough  afting  under  orders  of 
Sir  George's  ui'uA  defensive  description)  of  an- 
ticipating the  enemy,  by  artacking  Winchester's 
force  before  the  other  could  form  a  junction. 
Accordingly  Col-^*  ei  Proctor  marched  to  exe- 
cute this  determination  with  fome  regulars, 
miUtia,  part  of  the  Marine  Department,  and  a 
body  of  Indians  under  the  Chief  Roundhead, 
and  on  tne  2  2d  of  January  18 13,  at  day  break, 
made  so  bold  an  attack  upon  Winchesters  divi- 
sion, as  completely  to  deieat  it,  taking  the  Gen- 
eral, a  Colonel,  and  many  other  officers,  with 
ab('Ut  500  prisoners  including  wounded,  and 
k'iled  in  the  action  and  pursuit,  above  400 — * 
?h  ut  100  escaped,  Coionei  Proctor  and  our 
troops  displayed  equal  humanity  as  bravery  in 
t  1  ^  exert!  ti}s  to  save  t  e  vanquished  enemy 
fi  om  the  maUatioh  ot  tlic  Indians,  whofe  tribes 
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had  on  former  occasions  suffered  so  feverely 
from  American  cruelty.  Our  loss  was  about 
iSokilled  and  wounded,  exclusive  of  Indians. 

The  Americans  having  afterwards  establish- 
ed themselves  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miamis 
of  the  Lake,  Colonel,  now  General  Proctor,  a- 
gain  went  to  attempt  to  dislodge  them  from 
their  fort,  when  on  the  5th  May  18 13  (v\?hilft 
carrying  on  the  siege)  a  body  of  about  1500  of 
the  enemy  under  a  General  Clay,  having  des- 
cended the  River  in  30  large  boats,  with  a  view 
to  form  a  junction  with  their  comrades  in  t  e 
fort,  who  co-operating  with  them,  they  attacked 
our  positions  on  both  sides  of  chat  river,  and 
succeeded  in  carrying  our  batteries  on  the  Weft 
side,  the  flankers  of  the  41ft  regiment  having 
only  time  to  fpike  the  guns.  About  1 50  of  the 
41ft  with  a  fresh  band  of  Indians  sent  to  recov- 
er the  guns  and  battery,  turned  the  fate  of  the 
day  by  a  gallant  effort,  in  which  the  Indians 
were  highly  conspicuous.  The  guns  were  re- 
taken and  about  550  of  the  enemy's  descending 
force  made  prifoners.  The  remainder  gained 
the  fort. 

The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  severe 
on  both  sides.  Some  of  the  41ft  had  been  tak- 
en when  the  battery  was  carried  by  the  enemy, 
but  were  exchanged  after  the  action  was  over. 
General  Proctor  however  was  finally  obliged  to 
raise  the  siege  and  return  to  Detroit,  as  the  In- 
dians, according  to  their  custom  after  success, 
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entire  to  enjoy  the  plunder  they  had  obtained 
from  the  captured  boats  of  the  enemy. 

Towards  the  end  of  July  1813,  General 
Proaor  made  an  attempt  with  about  400  troops, 
and  a  body  of  Indians  upon  Fort  Meigs,  at  San- 
dusky, defended  by  a  Major  Crognan  ;  which 
being  cannonaded  v/ithout  effect  for  fdme  days, 
was  on  the  2d  of  August  attempted  to  be  car- 
ried by  affault,  by  a  party  of  the  41st,  who  be- 
haved gallantly,  but  were  repulsed  with  the  lofs 
of  Li  Col.  Short  and  a  Lt.  killed,  and  about  90 
killed  and  wounded. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  was  a  want  of  con- 
cert among,  and  co-operation  by  the  Indians  on 
this  occasion,  but  the  fact  is,  that  the  attack  of 
fortified  posts,  is  neither  adapted  to  their  arms, 
nor  to  their  mode  of  warfare. 

As  a  general  principle,  we  have  erred 
greatly  in  expedling  from  Indians,  the  aid  that 
regular  discipline  can  alone  fupply.  It  has  been 
too  common  for  officers  of  the  line  to  undervalue 
them  on  this  account  5  but  it  is  just  as  absurd  to 
expect  them  to  change  their  habits,  and  act  the 
part  of  disciplined  troops,  as  it  would  be  to  ex- 
pect, that  our  best  battalions,  would  go  into 
the  woods  without  baggage,  artillery  and  pro- 
visions, and  trust  to  their  fusees  alone  for  sub- 
sistence and  for  the  attack  of  the  enemy«  Each 
are  excellent  when  in  their  proper  elemient,  but 
Indian  warriors  in  a  settled  country  are  like  fifli 
©ut  of  the  water.  We  restrain  them  from  their 

H  ownt 


(   6o  ) 


own  mode  of  warfare,  without  beinp:  able  to  p;et 
them  to  adopt  ours;  so  that  in  such  .situations 
they  are  (as  in  tiie.cafe  of  t  ie  I  idians  v/ho  re- 
treated to  '  ncafter  and  Burlington)  a  burden 
inftead  of  a  b  nefit  ;  but  whiiPc  we  held  Detroit 
and  the  qommand  of  Lake  Krie,  their  fcrv'ces 
were  moft  valurible,  as  may  be  feen  fr  )m  the  re- 
peated efforts  and  heavy  loffjs  which  it  cofl  the 
enemy  to  diflodge  us,  and  whic  :>  they  never 
could  have  effeded,  if  we  had  retained  the  naval 
fuperiority  of  that  Lake» 

Whilft  upon  the  fubject  of  the  Indians,  I 
cannot  but  notice  the  concluding  paragraph  of  a 
"  circular  to  all  officers  in  co  n  nand  of  pofts," 
dated  at  Montreal  vDec.  1812,  figned  by  the 
Adjutant  General,  and  publifhed  in  the  Quebec 
Gazette  tjf  8th  April  1813,  in  what  is  called  a 

note  dedicated  to  His  Excel lency  James  Mad-- 
ison^^  Esquire  ''''  I  his  is  a  long  labored  demi- 
cffic  al  pn^dudion,  intended  to  refute  the  ac- 
cufatloas  made  by  ;ji'n  and  other  Americans, 
about  pretended  cruelties  committed  by  t;ie  In- 
dians, and  our  alledged  participation  therein. 

Now  as  Madifm  a'ld  others  well  knew  that 
they  were  aff^rting  w  jat  was  falfe,  and  did  fo 
for  p/ihtical  purpofe?^,  there  was  juft  .  about  as 
■much  wifdom,  in  the  reafoning  in  this  famous 
note,  as  in  the  attempt  once  maJe  to  wailr  a 
blackamoor  white.  What  a  ufelefs  wafte  of  time 
it  is  to  argue  with  an  intentional  Liar,  becaufe 
you  jcaii  never  make  a  convert  of  him.  The 
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foVrj  hoTve^^^er  of  this  not-e^  I  (hould  have  pafTod 
0''it:\  but  -r  h's  mifchievous  tendency  at  the 
ti::^ein  rc,^;  rd  to  rhr  ^-  '^ans,  as  the  conducing 
p.5r;;grrph  r',-./  V-o}  "  His  Excellency  difap- 
pvc^  V  ,  ;  o  peration  with  the  Indians  not 
c  -  it h  the  fyflem  of  defence  of  the  Pro- 

V'lvcv,  (loubtlefs  the  wiic  defenfive  fyftem  laid 
d-  -wn  bv  his  Exc'ellency  tor  th'--  5^uido.i:ce  of  thole 
officers  ;  and  in  t';'e  ei^rratl  d  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Sheatic  conta'ned  in  the  fame  note,  will  be 
found  tiiele  words,'*  Sir  George  Prevofi  is  much 
averie  to  allowivia;  tie  regular  troops  be  enga- 
ged with  the  Indians  in  oft'enfive  <:;perations,'* 
he  might  have  faid  with  or  without  them. 

Now  what  can  this  mean.  In  plain  ^  nglilh 
limclr  this.-^Get  all  the  aid  you  can  from  the 
ludians  for  our  purpofes,  but  take  tfpecial  care, 
and  I  ~{irid:ly  enjoin  one  and  all  of  you,  that  if 
they  (h  dll  he  retaliated  upon  by  the  enemy  for 
affording  us  tl;it>  aid,  and  in  confequence  get 
their  viUages  and  nelds  of  corn  deftroyed,  (as 
adlually  ii:  ppened)  and  their  wives  and  ciiildreil 
t-  ereby  threatened  with  ftarvatioT},  as'alfo  them- 
felves  with  extermi  ation^  you  are  upon  fio  ac* 
coimts  to  fend  a  rnan  to  affift  in  their  defence, 
becauf^i  it  would  ojfFend  His  Excellency  James 
Pviadiibn  Efq.  and  be  liable  to  mifinterpretation. 

The  impropriety  of  ifTuing  fuch  an  .  order  is 
iiianifefl,  but  the  indifcretion  of  publifliingit 
in  the  Quebec  Gazette,  whereby  it  migtet  have 
got  to  the  ears  oftue  Indian^  waS;extrem|ti  for 
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it  rifked  the  cutting  up  of  Indian  attachment  to 
us  by  the  root,  and  effedlually  palfying  their  ef- 
forts for  our  defence,  if  not  to  occafion  the  turn- 
ing of  their  arms  againft  us.  Who  could  expert 
Indian  aid  upon  fuch  terms  ? 

This  however,  is  not  the  only  order  given, 
that  if  it  had  been  literally  executed,  might  have 
loft  the  country,  as  will  be  feen  by  and  bye  ;  and 
we  are  certainly  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations 
to  thofe  officers,  who  under  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  du- 
ty and  zeal,  ftudying  only  the  good  of  the  fer- 
vice  whereon  they  were  employed,  ventured 
upon  the  heavy  relponfibility  oi  evading  orders, 
that  tJ  cVr  convidtion  led  them  to  feel,  would  be 
prodi  fl:i  e  of  rufnous  confeijuences  I  have  al- 
ready obferyed  that  the  only  armed  veflel  the 
enemy  had  pa  lake  Erie*  was  captured  by  Gen- 
eral Brock  at  Detroit  in  Auguft  1812,  and  yet 
in  1813  ti:ey  h  d  built  and  equipped  fuch  a 
^brce  asto  capture  the  whole  of  our  fleet  there, 
although  moft  gallantly  defended. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  comprifed  in  this 
number,  the  grols  negleds  refpecting  Lake  Erie 
and  the  naval  cataftrophe  thereon  ;  but  as  I  find 
that  cannot  be  done  without  extending  this  to 
an  inconvenient  length  for  your  paper,  I  muft 
defer  it  to  my  next.  VERIT AS. 

*  In  the  conclusion  of  the  Editorial  paragraph  of  Quebec  (Gazette 
2d  Septeniber  1813,  will  be  seen  this  circumstunce  forcibly  noticed, 
as  also  that  at  the  declaration  of  war,  the  enemy  had  only  the  Onei- 
da upon  Lake  Ofttario;  now  How  he  could  forget  this  on  manufac- 
turing Ijh^  Qu^^ee  Address  to  Sir  George,  is  rather  strange  ;  unless 
he  counted  upon  the  bad  memories  of  his  readers. 

If  instead  of  acting  the  part  of  thb  Waggoner  and  Hercules,  he 
(Sir  George)  had  put  his  own  shoulder  immediately  to  the  wheel  of 
Lake  defence,  instead  of  calling  out  at  the  eleventh  hour  for  aid  from 
Great  Britain,  at  3000  miles  distance,  we  should  ha  ve  got  out  of  the 
'slough  of  Lake  iaferiority,  or  rattier  weshould  never  have  got  into  H. 


(   ^3  ) 


I 

[NO.  v.] 

To  tJie  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

My  lafl  number  having  clofecl  without 
entering  into  the  negleds  refpecting  Lake  Erie, 
I  proceed  to  remark,  that  ignc  ranee  of  the  ef- 
forts made  by  the  enemy  on  that  lake  whilft  in 
their  progrtfs^  cannot  be  pretended  ;  for  inde- 
pendent of  the  repeated  reprefentations  madfe  by 
General  Prodlor  and  Captain  Barclay,  and  the 
information  that  was,  or  might  have  been  had, 
through  other  attainable  channels  ot  intelligence, 
the  American  newfpapers  furniftied  fufficient, 
being  filled  with  the  preparations  making  at 
Eric  (Prefqu*  Ifle).  The  Aurora  of  29th  June 
1 8 13,  fays,  "Tie  new  floops  of  war  lately 
built  at  Erie  are  noble  velTels,  they  are  of  the 
fize  of  the  Wafp  and  Hornet,  each  mounting 
eighteen  32  lb.  carronades,  and  two  long  12's. 
One  is  called  the  Lawrence,  the  other  the  Nia- 
gara."  Again,  Albany,  July  ist,  a  letter  from 
Erie,  dated  20th  June,  18 13,  mentions  that 
"  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  a  Britifli  fchooner 
are  on  the  lake,  and  Capt*  Perry  has  brought  5 
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VefTels  from  Buffalo,  \vl  ich  lucidly  efcaped  tl^em 
in  a  log.      We  have  now  1 1  veffels,  tv/o  (  f 

wnich  will  carry  20  guns  eac'*."  And  Pitts- 
burgh, July  2 1  St — Extract'  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  at  Erie,  19th  inft.  ''Our  town  is 
allbuftle;  5  of  the  enemy's  veffcis  are  now 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  town  ;  they  ap- 
pear full  of  men,  and  if  they  fhould  attempt  a 
landing,  1  fear  much,  our  militia,  from  their 
"want  of  difcipline,  would  make  a  very  poor 
fight ;  Commodore  Perry  has  not  men  fufficient 
f(T  a  brig,"  Commodore  Perry  writes  lo  the 
fecretary  of  the  navy,  outfide  Erie  bar,  4th  Au- 
guft  1 8 13 — "  I  have  great  pleafure  in  inform- 
ing you,  that  I  hav2  fucceeded  in  getting  over 
the  bar  the  United  States'  veffels  the  L  awrence, 
Niagara,  Caledonia,  Ariel,  Scorpion,  Somers, 
Tigrefs,  and  Porcupine.  1  he  enemy  have 
been  in  fight  all  day,  and  are  now  about  four 
leagues  from  us  ;  we  ih all  fail  in  purfuit  of  them 
at  three  to-morrow  morning," 

Now  what  excufe  can  there  be  for  Sir  George^ 
in  having  quietly  fuffered  all  triis  to  pafs  in  an 
open  port,  protected  neither  by  troops  nor  for- 
tifications up  to  Aug.  1 8 13.  Why  did  he  not 
diredl  the  means  of  attack  upon  that  place,  for 
the  deftrudion  of  thofe  veffels  to  be  lurnifhed, 
whilft  we  commanded  Lake  Erie  from  the  cen- 
tre divifion,  which  was  lyitig  inadlive  Inftead 
of  this,  hefeems  to  have  been  blind  to,  or  re-^ 
gardlefs  of  the  increafing  means  of  deftrudion" 
cf  our  naval  force  upon  that  lake,  as  not  an  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  v/as  made  to  deftroy  the  one  or  fave  the 
othei. 

\t  the  period  when  n.  Perrv  wrote  as  a- 
bove,  the  Detroit,  our  largeft  veffel,  was  not 
cruppe  l;  and  Capt.  B^irclay  feeing  the  Ame- 
rican force,  very  properi)^  returned  into  port  to 
get  her  ready.  He  made  aftonifhing  exertions 
with  fo  great  a  deficiency  of  means,  for  he  had 
neit  her  proper  guns,  ftores,  nor  feamen.  To 
fupply  the  former,  Amhcrftburg  was  difmantled 
of  its  cannon  and  metal  of  eight  different  cali-  . 
bres  thereby  furnifhed  :  the  like  never  happen- 
ed before  to  a  veiTcl  of  one  deck  ;  and  every 
feaman  knows  the  ruinous  confequence  of  fuch 
a  motley  mixture  of  guns.  Some  of  thofe  guns 
although  mounted  upon  carri  ages,  were  rather 
of  the  fize  of  fwivels,  being  2  and  4  pounders  ; 
but  unfortunately  although  inefficient  as  to  de- 
fence or  attack,  t;iey  increafed  our  nominal  force 
and  gave  to  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  fwel-  . 
ling  our  relative  ilrength,  without  wounding 
their  tender  confcience^^,  as  they  gave  the  num- 
ber of  gU!H,  omitting  their  lize«  The  crews  of 
all  our  veiTels  were  of  a  like  motley  comp  >fi- 
tion,  an  1  not  fifty  Britiih  feamen  were  diflribu- 
te  i  amongit  the  whole.  T  ie  reii  were  troops^ 
lan.iiuiM,  like-failors,  and  militia;  as  to  flgres 
an  J  equ  p  nent  of  all  kin  i.%  every  fuccedaneum 
wa  v  obiL^v'  i  to  be  employed  in  defect  of  what 
was  proper. 

h  may  be  asked  who  is,  or  are  to  blame  for 

this? 


(   66  ) 


this  ?  I  anfwer,  both  Sir  George  and  Sir  James. 
The  fonncr  then  commanded  both  fervices,  and 
furnifhed,  or  ought  to  have  furniflied,  the 
means,  as  moreover  holding  the  purfe  firings 
of  expenditure;  and  the  latter  was  the  naval 
chief  commander  upon  the  lakes,  but  feemed  to 
have  forgotten  that  he  was  refponfible  for  lake 
Erie — each  has  much  to  anfwer  for  refpefting 
it. 

Seamen,  unqueftionably,  were  procurable  at 
Quebec,   either  by  energetic,  voluntary,  or 
compulfive  means,  if  applied  in  due  feafon,  to 
which  an  embargo  would  have  greatly  contri- 
buted, and  might  have  been  employed  without 
commercial  injury.    It  is  afTertei,  that  the  late 
Capt.  Kempt  officially  propofed  to  Head  Quar- 
ters in  June  1813,  a  plan  for  fecuring  a  fupply 
of  feamen  for  the  lakes,  but  it  was  not  liftened 
to.    It  is  alfo  knowti,  that  he,  and  the  com- 
mander of  a  floop  of  war,  when  the  capture  of 
the  Growler  and  Eagle  upon  Lake  Champlain 
was  heard  of,  brought  up  that  month,  upon  be- 
ing applied  to,  a  number  of  volunteer  officers 
and  feamen  from  that  floop  and  tranfports,  who 
went  to  Ifle  aux  Noix  to  man  thofe  captured  vef" 
feh^  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  upon  fome 
fervice,  along  with  troops  ipon  that  Lake,  but 
they  not  being  ready,  the  whole  returned,  un- 
til the  like  enterorize  was  refumed  by  Col.  Mur- 
ray and  Capt  Everard  as  before  mentioned.   T'  e 
fame  fummer,  (  apt.  M'Culloch  of  the  Royal 
navy,  an  Agent  for  Transports  ^{:2iX\\Q(\  up  a  num- 
ber of  volunteer  feamen  therefrom,  who  ferved 

upoa 
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upon  Lake  Ontario,  until  November,  wheit 
they  returned  to  Quebec.  ♦ 

Can  it  be  poffible  to  adduce  ftronger  proof 
of  what  was  practicable  in  refpect  to  manning 
our  Lake  Erie  fquadron,  (had  proper  precau- 
tions been  taken  in  due  time)  than  the  fadlsjuft 
mentioned. 

But  Independent  of  thefe  refources,  what  good 
reafon  can  be  offered  for  Sir  yames'  conduct 'vo. 
fending  up  Capt.  Barclay  to  that  Lake  with  a 
handful  of  men,  which  were  increafed  afterwards 
by  fofmalla  number,  and  thofe  the  retufe  of 
the  Ontario  crews  ;  his  own  fliips  are  faid  to 
have  been  overmanned,  and  even  if  not  lo  the 
feamen  fpared  could  have  been  replaced  from  be- 
low, whilft  the  fervlce  upon  Lake  Erie  was  go* 
ing  on, 

I  blame  not,  but  on  the  contrary  applaud. 
Sir  James'  prudence  in  afting  on  Lake  Ontario 
upon  the  defenfive,  againft  fuch  a  fuperlority  of 
force,  as  Com.  Chauncey  had  acquired,  as  he 
doubtlefs  faved  Upper  Canada  thereby  ;  but 
when  he  determined  upon  defenfive  operations, 
the  motive  was  the  ftronger  for  aifording  to  Gap*- 
tain  Barclay  the  certainty  of  a  vidory  through 
naval  means  upon  Lake  Erie,  efpecially  when 
he  faw  that  nothing  was  to  be  attempted  by  a 
land  force,  for  the  deftru£tion  of  the  enemy's 
increafmg  fleet  at  Erie. 


Had  Capt,  Barclay  been  furni&ed  with  a 
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fufficient  number  of  feamenfor  the  veffels  he  had, 
their  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  even  with  the  troops 
furniflied  him  by  General  Prodlor,  the  Ameri- 
can Erie  fquadron  would  have  been  deflroyed. 

Yet  under  all  thefe.  marked  negleds  by  iSir 
George,  we  find  him  (as  feems  to  have  been  a 
common  praftice  with  him  in  refped;  to  the 
navy,  althoughfo  pointedly  averfe  to  rifking  any 
tl  ing  himfelf,  or  to  permitting  others  to  run  any 
rifk  by  land)  urging  Captain  Barclay  to  meet 
t'^e  enemy,  as  will  appear  by  the  letters  read  at 
General  Prodor's  trial,  which  I  give  merely 
from  memory,  but  were  in  fubftance  as  follows, 
viz  :  In  that  from  Sir  George  Prevoft  to  Gene- 
ral Prodlor,  in  Auguft  i8  13,  he  fays,  the  ex- 
perience obtained  by  Sir  James  Yeo,  refpefting 
a  fleet  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  one  under  his 
command,  will  fatiffy  Captain  Barclay,  that  he 
ba«^  only  to  dare^'^  (alas,  how  little  did  the  wa'iter 
praftise  what  he  thus  preached)  "  and  the  ene- 
my will  be  discomfited,"  and  a  few  days  atter, 
the  Military  Secretary  writes,  "  His  Excellency 
trufts  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  feamen  (meaning 
the  handtu!  fent  up)  Capt.  Barclay  will  be  able 
to  make  his  appearance  on  the  Lake  to  meet  the 
enemy,"  What  inconfiftency  of  condudl  in 
fuch  a  character^  to  ufe  iuch  language  to  such  mefi^ 
for  it  is  well  kn  wn,  that  neither  Sir  James 
Yeo,  Captain  Barclay,  nor  Capt.  Downie  want- 
ed luch  ftimuli  to  do  their  duty  ;  their  perfonal 
temperament,  and  the  ftate  of  their  armaments, 
feemed  r  ther  torequ-re  the  fuggeftioa  of  cau- 
tion, in  their  proceeJmgs,  The 
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The  ilrDorre  n,eg1e<£l:  of  the  Commiflaryon 
tlie  N^^^;;-  '  a  line,  who  by  an  ill  judged  economy, 
*  hi:G  fince  coft  us  fo  dear,  loft  the  oppor- 
tunity (.:  provifioning  the  rig  ,t  divifion,  wlifen 
practicable,  which  added  to  ti  e  above  ftimu- 
lants,  and  conjoined  with  Capt.  Barclay's  innate 
ejiterprize  and  zeal,  led  him  to  fail  on  the  9th 
of  Sept.  1 8 1 3,  from  Amherftburg,  in  the  Detroit 
of  18  guns,  with  the  Queen  Cliarlotte  of  fame 
number,  fo  inadeq\ate{y  equipped  and  prepared, 
along  with  the  Lady  Prevoft  of  14,  Hunter  8, 
Little  Belt  2  ;  and  alio  a  fmall  tender,  the  Chip- 
peway  of  i.  The  enemy  bad  three  large  brigs, 
each  fuperior  to  t  e  largeft  of  our  fquadron, 
and  6  fmaller  veflels. 

The  Commanders  of  the  hoftile  fleets  were 
aw^are  of  the  importance  of  the  ftake  for  which 
4 hey  had  to  contend,  and  each  did  it  ample  jus- 
tice. They  got  fight  of  each  other  on  the  mor^ 
ning  of  the  joth  Sept.  and  by  a  kind  of  fimul- 
taneous  confent,  refolved  to  meet,  and  try  the 
iffue.  The  lake  was  undulated  by  a  gentle 
breeze,  which  at  firft  favored  us,  but  it  veered 

Note  *  This  Gentleman  afterwards  when  too  late,  paid  one  third 
more  for  flour,  than  he  could  have  hnd  itat  in  good  season.  CEcono* 
niy  and  iiKictivity  at  the  commencement  of  a  w?.r,  invariably  lead 
to  a  wustc  of  blood  and  treasure  during  its  progress  :  never  was  this 
t'-uisjii  more  completely  exempliiied,  than  in  the  practice  of 
Fir  George,  in  the  late  war.  At  the  outset  penurious  to  an  extreme 
ia  every  point  of  preparation  for  active  operations ;  arid  inactive  to 
a  degree  of  torpidity,  as  if  the  enemy,  by  our  forbearance,  and  by 
yielding  to  tbem  the  point  of  honor,  could  have  been  coaxed  into 
peace ;  we  have  seen  the  expenditure  of  treasure  and  of  life  thereby 
quintupled.  Buring  the  whole  of  the  war,  secret  service  money  was 
so  miserably  applied,  that  our  want  of  intelligence  was  proverbiaL 
A  contrary  system  might  have  produced  real  (instead  Qf  fictitious) 
savings  i(S  m\  immense  amount. 

I  2  rouad 
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around  before  the  fleets  came  to  adion,  and  gave 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  choofmg  their  dis- 
tance, which  they  did,  fo  as  to  give  full  eficft  to 
their  fuperiority  in  long  guns,  and  to  leflen  the 
efFe£t  of  our  carronades. 

They  had  thus  in  their  favor  the  fuperiority 
of  heavy  metal ;  of  fize  and  number  of  vessels, 
which  discharged  at  each  broad  fide  34olbs.  of 
ba^s  beyond  ours  ;  of  number  of  regular  bred 
feamen,  and  of  general  phyfical  flrength ;  the 
excefs  of  number  of  velTels,  enabled  them  to 
jbave  a  referve  5  a  point  of  infinite  moment. 

In  our  favor,  we  had  nought,  to  contend  a- 
gainft  fuch  odds,  but  the  innate  zeal  and  courage 
of  our  officers  and  men,  the  remembrance  of 
former  deeds,  and  the  renown  to  be  acquired  in 
the  event  of  fuccefs  ;  whilft  the  forlorn  neceffity 
of  the  rifk  run,  would  acquit  them  of  dishonor^ 
if  defeat  ffiould  ensue. 

The  fleets  beg^n  to  engage  a  quarter  before 
Boon,  and  at  half  paft  three  the  aftion  ceafed 
by  our  difcomfiture.  So  gallantly  did  our  in- 
ferior force  maintain  the  fight,  under  the  difad- 
vantage  of  a  diflance  chofen  by  the  enemy,  that 
Com  Perry  was  obliged  to  quit  the  Lawrence, 
tvhich  foon  after  furrendered,  but  not  a  boat, 
an  officer,  nor  a  feamen  had  the  Detroit  left 
whereby  to  be  able  to  take  pcfTeffion.  The  com- 
modore removeii  his  broad  pendant  to  the  Nia« 
gara,  which  had  kept  aloof  hitherto  in  the  con« 
tift,  when  obferving  an  opportunity  for  retriev- 
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al  of  the  day,  he  carried  down  that  veflel,  and 
the  referve  gun  veflels,  to  make  a  frefh  attack 
mpon  our  difahled  line  ;  unfortunately  at  this 
moment,  the  Queen  Charlotte  in  wearing,  in 
order  to  bring  her  other  fide  to  bear,  came  round 
Upon  the  wrong  tack,  and  nearing  the  Detroit, 
they  (by  that  power  of  attraffion  incident  to 
floating  bodies,  and  which  there  was  not  phy- 
ficai  ftrength  remaining  in  either  of  our  veffels, 
fufEcient  to  counterad: ,)  fell  on  board  each  other, 
and  in  this  difabled  fituation  becoming  an  un- 
manageable and  inert  mafs,  were  attacked  by 
the  above  faid  frefli  force  of  the  enemy,  and  com- 
pelled to  ftrike. 

From  this  detail,  it  will  be  obvious,  that  un- 
der all  our  difadvantages,  the  victory  was  fnatch- 
ed  from  us  by  that  unprecedented  accident  of 
being  unable  to  t^ke  poflfeffion  of  the  Lawrence 
when  fhe  ftrucic,  and  the  equally  extraordinary 
fatality  of  our  lofs  falling  fo  heavily  upon  the  few 
naval  officers  and  feanien  that  we  had  ;  for  the 
I  ft  and  2d  in  command  of  each  veflel  were  kil- 
led or  wounded,  and  that  lift  otherwife  diftref- 
lingly  numerous. 

The  gallant  Barclay  might  fay  with  Francis 
the  I  ft,  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,"  that  he  had 
loft  all  bift  his  honor,"  for  it  was  a  conteft  fup- 
ported  by  him  in  a  ftyle  worthy  of  one  who  had 
ferved  under  the  immortal  Nelfon,  as  he  had 
done.  Well  might  his  appearance  on  his  trial, 
<lra\y  tears  fiooi  his  Court  Martial,  mutilated  as 

he 


(     72  ) 


he  was  by  the  lofs  of  one  arm,  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion  ;  and  the  other  requiring  artificial  fupport 
tobeof  any  ufe,  by  reafon  of  a  grape  fhot  through 
the  fhouldcr  blade,  which  grazed  his  fide,  be- 
fides  receiving  feveral  other  flefh  wounds  in  the 
battle  of  loth  September. 

But  what  feaman  or  foldier  is  there,  who 
would  not  prefer  fuch  mutil  tion,  to  thefpuri- 
ous  honours  which  adulation  confers,  for  the 
pretended  faving  of  lives  by  the  retreats  of  Sac- 
ketts  Harbour  and  Piatt fburg,  thofs  diftr effing 
monuments  of  indecifion. 

The  confequences  of  the  lofs  of  that  fleet 
were,  as  was  to  be  expefted,  very  difaftrous 
indeed,  it  having  reduced  us  to  the  neceffity  of 
abandoning  all  our  pofitions  beyond  Lake  Erie, 
and  tiierewith  rilking  the  lofs  of  Indian  friend- 
fliip,  which  indeed  was  threatened  by  them,  with 
a  view  to  induce  us  ft  ill  to  make  a  ftcind  fome- 
where  in  that  quarter.  The  retreat  commenced 
from  Sandwich  on  the  24th  of  September,  18 13, 
after  finally  difmantliag  the  forts  of  Amherft- 
burgand  Detroit  (already  ftripped  of  their  artil- 
lery for  our  fleet,)  and  deftroyhig  the  public  buil- 
dings and  ftores.  Qur  remaining  force  confift- 
ed  probably  of  about  850  men,  and  1200  to 
1500  Indians,  who  ftili  adhered  to  us  in  adver- 
fity.  The  whole  took  the  route  of  the  River 
Thames^  followed  by  boats  with  fpm^  provifions 
ftores  and  baggage. 

The  enemy,  under  General  Harrifon,  ap- 
peared 
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peared  ofF  Amherftburg  on  the  26th,.  and  next 
day  proceeding  by  water  to  that  river  ;  they, 
on  reaching  it,  landed  about  4500  men,  or  per- 
bans  more,  who  being  accompanied  by  water 
b^  forne  2;nn  boats,  the}'  afcended  the  Thames 
in  the  tract  i)f  General  Proclor's  corps,  the  rear 
guard  whereof  with  the  boats,  (lores  and  bag- 
gage, were  come  up  with,  and  captured  on  the 
4t  1  of  Ocloben  On  the  jth^  they  alfo  came 
up  with  the  main  body,  near  the  Moravian  vil- 
lage, whom  they  defeated,  taking  about  600 
prifoners.  General  Pro£i:or,  with  forae  officers 
and  men,  to  the  number  of  about  250  in  all, 
firft  and  laft,  efcaped,  and  got  to  Ancafter. 

The  Indians  made  a  more  fnccefsful  ftand  at 
another  point,  having  obliged  part  of"  the  enemy 
oppofed  to  them  to  give  way,  whom  they  bar- 
raffed  in  their  return  to  Detroit ;  but  lofmg  their 
great  Chief,  the  celebrated  Tecumseth,  who  fell 
like  a  H.ero  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  learning  the 
fate  of  V  ur  troops,  a  large  body  of  the'm  retired 
in  t'":e  fame  direction,  and  also  affembled  at  An- 
cafter, 

The  body  of  Tecumfeth  having  fallen  into 
the  ban  is  of  the  Americans,  it  was  literally  in 
part  flayed  by  them,  with  a  ferociry  difgraceful 
to  the  name  of  soldiers  and  chriftians  ;  but  it  is 
an  eftablifhed  fad,  t^.at  the  b  ck  settlers  of  Ken- 
tucky, &c.  are  far  more  favage  and  cruel,  than 
thofe  they  affeft  to  denominate  savages. 

I  ^ive  no  opinion  about  General  Prober's  re«- 

treat 
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treat  and  action,  as  lie  f^as  been    tried   by  his 
Peers,  who  will  pafs  judgment  according  to  evi- 
dence, but  his  condud:  has  been  harfhly  spcken 
of,  and  efpecially  in  the  general  order  of  24th  No- 
vember 18 13,  where  there  is  a  feverlty  of  reproof, 
that  no  officer,  however  high  in  rank,  could  be 
entitled  to  give  to  a  General  Officer,  previous 
to  any  regular  iuveftigation  ;  at  leaft  where  his 
own  military  feats  were  either  unheard  of,  or  of 
trifling  import.     Yet,  fuch  is  the  limited  nature 
of  human  forefight,  that  the  language  of  that  ge- 
neral order,  which  certainly  in  point  of  literary 
compofition,  was  ably  written,  might,  without  a 
forced  conftrudli on,  be  made  to   apply    to  Sir 
George's  own  cafe',  in  September  18 14 

The  misfortune  that  thus  befel  the  right  divi- 
fion,  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  centre 
divifion.  General  Vincent,  panic  ftruck,  re- 
treated from  St»  David,  (General  De  Rotten- 
burg  having  some  time  before  gone  down  to 
Kingfton,)  towards  Burlington,  after  deftroying 
quantities  of  ftt^^es,  provifions,  and  Ind'an  goods, 
andthepoft  at  Long  Point  was  called  in  with 
precipitation,  as  if  Harrifon  and  his  men  could 
have  come  through  the  intermediate  wildernefs 
unimpeded,  or  without  their  advance,  if  attempt^ 
ed,  being  previoufly  afcertained. 

The  infeftion  of  this  panic  extended  to  Head 
Quarters,  from  whence  orders  ilTued  for  the  e- 
vacuation  of  all  our  pofts  beyond  Kingfton,  and 
for  the  retreat  of  the  troops  to  that  place,  which 

frum 
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from  a  paraprpph  *n  an  Albany  paper,  appeared 
to  be  known  to  t^-e  enemy,  as  foon  or  fooner, 
than  to  General  Vincent  at  Burlington. 

The  enen>y  confiding  in  the  accuracy  of  tl  eir 
information,  after  advancing  parties  upon  the 
route  towards  Burlington,  and  committing  vari- 
ous ravages,  as  alfo  after  making  demonftrations 
at  Niagara  to  convey  under  cover  of  their  fleet 
a  body  of  troops  by  boats  into  our  rear,  moved 
the  principal  part  of  their  force  fuddei  ly  dow^n 
the  lake  to  Sacket's  harbor,  the  American  GenL 
there  declaring,  that  he  was  not  to  be  daped 
by  the  appearance  of  our  building  barracks  at 
Burlington,  as  he  knew  the  orders  which  had 
been  given  for  the  retreat  of  the  Britifh  troops 
in  that  quarter,  and  that  the  advanced  guard  had 
in  confequence  already  proceeded  to  Yoik. 

The  execution  of  thofe  orders  for  retreat  w  as 
repeatedly  urged  from  below,  and  at  laft  in  fo 
peremptory  a  manner,  that  they  would  have 
been  carried  into  efFe£t,  had  not  the  ftrong  and 
zealous  remonftrances  of  fome  officers  of  rar  k, 
interpofed  to  prevent  a  meafure  fo  pregnant  with 
ruin.  It  will  fcarcely  be  believed,  but  is  not 
the  lefs  true,  that  in  thofcordeis,  no  notice  was 
taken  either  of  the  fick,  of  which  there  was  t  ea 
a  large  number  with  the  arniy,  and  a  larger  at 
York,  nor  of  the  inhabitants  or  Indians,  neither 
was  the  depot  of  provifions  and  ftores  deemed 
worthy  of  notice,  although  the  pofts  of  Bvirlingi' 
ton,  York,  and  Kingfton,  depended  principally 
on  that  depot  for  lupplies/ 

L  111 
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In  addition  to  thofe  gloomy  confideratlons, 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  ftate  of  the  roads 
prefented  infurmountable  obftacles  to  the  exe- 
cution of  thofe  orders,  without  the  facrifice  of 
all  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  ftores,  and  bag- 
gage of  every  defcription. 

And  admitting  that  one  half  of  the  effeSive 
regular  force  could  have  reached  Kingfton,  which 
was  by  no  means  probable,  wh^t  was  to  have 
become  of  the  civil  officers  of  Government,  and 
their  families,  with  all  the  other  loyal  inhabit- 
ants refident  in  the  Diftri(fl  to  be  evacuated. 

Suppofing  that  thofe  alfo  could  have  reached 
Kingfton,  arid  that  the  Indians  would  have  al- 
lowed them  to  depart,  (the  Indians  however  in 
fuch  cafe,  on  feeing  tbemfelve^  deceived  and 
abandoned  to  their  fate,  would  more  probably, 
from  the  impulfe  of  defpair,  have  plundered, 
burnt  and  deftroyed  every  thing  within  their 
reach)  whan  muft  have  been  the  confequenee  ? 
tvhen  it  is  well  known  that  the  garrifon  of  Kingf- 
t -n,  about  that  time,  had  only  seven  dayspro^ 
vifion  in  JtorCj  and  that  fupplies  were  forwarded 
thereto  from  Burlington  and  York  at  an  im- 
niienfe  expence  and  risk. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  Kingftgn  muft 
have  been  alfo  abandoned,  for  want  of  fubfift- 
ence,  and  the  fliips,  ftores,  and  public  build- 
ings deftroyed  or  left  to  the  enemy. 

A  jretreat  from  thence  to  Montreal,  under  an 
aocumulatiou  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty  augment- 
ing 
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iag  at  every  ftep  from  the  ftate  of  the  roads,  and 
the  number  of  wretched  inhabitants  go  npelled 
to  fly  from  fear  of  the  enemy,  ana  a  dread  of 
the  exafperated  Indians,  would^4iave  produced 
horrors,  fuflicient  to  appal  the  ft  outeft  mlilfds* 

To  al!  this  may  be  added,  the  certainty  that  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  would  have  been 
brought  to  hang  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  fuch 
a  cavalcade,  (for  an  array  it  could  not  have  been 
called)  so  that  such  a  panic  would  have  been 
created  in  the  country,  as  to  have  rendered  re- 
sistance to  the  descent  of  the  enemy  to  Montre- 
al unavailing. 

None  but  thofe  who  virere  directed  to  carry 
those  orders  into  cxecudon,  and  who  in  confe- 
quence  had  the  subject  pressed  upon  their  con- 
sideration under  all  its  direful  bearings,  can  form 
a  proper  estimate  of  the  heart  rending'  scene 
that  such  a  retreat  would  have^present^d  to  view. 

We  therefore  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  re- 
gard of  no  common  magnitude,  to  those  ofEcers, 
who  at  thcii'  own  responsibility  and  risk,  re- 
monstrated with  effect,  against  the  fatal  measure  j 
and  not  only  prevented  the  calamities  which 
would  have  been  consequent  thereupon,  but  be- 
came ultimately  the  cause  of  clearing  that  coun- 
try of  the  enemy,  by  the  recapture  of  Fort 
George,  and  capture  of  Fort  Niagara,  with  all 
their  happy  results. 

And  yet  the  man  w^ho  gave  the  orders  afore- 
said 
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said,  IS  addressed  as  the  saviour  of  the  Canadas, 
It  may  be  truly  said,  that  they  have  been  faved 
in  spite  of  his  blunders,  and  defect  of  exertion, 

VERITAS. 

Montreal,  9th  May,  18 15. 


No.  VI. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Si^, 

In  my  laft  number,  I  stated,  that  at  one  time, 
in  autumn,  1813,  our  troops  at  Kingfton  had 
not  seven  days  subsistence.  Thofe  at  Prescott 
or  Fort  Wellington,  were  nearly  in  a  similar  si- 
tuation. 

This  was  In  a  great  measure,  owing  to  a  com- 
bination of  persons,  either  in  the  pay  of  Madi- 
fnn,  or  gratuitously  promoting  his  service^ 
They  effected  taeir  purpofe  partly  by  their  own 
example,  and  by  operating  upon  the  avarice  of 
the  well  affected,  by  persuading  them  to  with^ 
hold  supplies  in  order  to  get  excessive  prices. 
1  his  was  the  ostensible  pretext,  but  the  real  mo- 
tive was  to  disconcert  cur  military  operations^ 
by  starving  the  troops,  at  the  time  of  the  expect- 
ed invasion,  by  tlie  force  collecting  at  Sackett's 
flarbour. 

To  counteraft  this  nefarious  plot,  It  became 
indispensably  necessary  for  General  De  Rotten- 
burg,  then  President  of  Upper  Canada,  to  pro- 
claim a  modified  Martial  Law  ;  and  in  conse- 
quence, provisions  and  forage  were  taken  from 
the  Farmers,  without  their  consent  j  but  at  very 

Uberal 


(   8o  ) 


liberal  and  Indeed  very  high  pi  Ices-,  fixed  by  the 
A'taglvStrates  ;  the  one  half  of  which  they  would 
now  be  happy  to  get.  Many  who  were  duped 
by  the  arts  of  the  disaffected,  now  feel  compunc- 
tion and  sorrow  at  their  folly. 

This  meafure  of  Genera'  De  Rottenburg  cre- 
ated complaints,  which  w^ere  artfully  laid  hold 
of  hy  a  Junto  of  disaffected  persons,  but  self 
styled  patriots,  whc  seeing  their  object  likely  to 
be  defeated  by  this  prompt  and  decided  mea- 
sure.;  became  furious  in  their  denunciations  a- 
gainft  the  military  in  general,  but  especially 
General  De  Rottenburg  and  Lieutenant  Colon- 
el Pearson,  who  then  commanded  at  Prescott. 

The  Chief  of  this  Junto,  was  a  man  who  had 
quitted  Prescott  the  moment  he  heard  of  war 
be!Vg  declared,  and  came  to  reside  at  Montreal, 
either  from  cowardice,  or  as  considering  it  to 
afford  1^  wider  field  for  exertions  favorable  to  the 
views  or  the  enemy.  He  began  his  career  by 
libelling  every  class  in  this  community,  and  af- 
terwards attacked  the  officers  abovesaid,  for  do- 
ing their  duty,  in  a  periodical  essay,  under  the 
signature  of  the  **  Anti- Jacobin,*'  which  was  at 
first  publiflied  in  the  Courant,  but  the  Editor 
getting  alarmed,  at  the  abusive  matter  It  contain- 
er i  ;  the  work  was  taken  up  by  a  wretched  Pa- 
prrc  lied  the  Spectateur,  that  had  commenced 
operations  upon  a  congenial  plan, 

Th'<5  paper  yet  continues,  but  Is  dwindling 
into  deserved  insignificance*    The  Anti- Jaco- 
bin 
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bin  ^  has  fome  time  dropped  his  signature,  but 
occasionally  deigns  to  enlighten  his  fellow  sub- 
jects with  the  fruits  of  his  brain,  under  occa-' 
sional  signatures,  or  under  the  mask  of  editorial 
remarks. 

It  would  occupy  too  large  a  space,  to  enter 
into  a  formal  discussion  of  the  question  about  the 
right  of  declaring  Martial  Law,  and  therefore  I 
shall  content  myself  with  observing,  that  to  ar- 
gue tljatsuch  a  power  can  in  no  case  be  exercised^ 
^without  a  previous  Legislative  Acty  is  as  absurd 
as  to  say,  that  an  individual  has  not  the  right  of 
aelf  preservation  if  attacked,  but  must,  instead  of 
defending  himself,  apply  to  the  civil  magistrate 
for  protection^  and  consequently  risk  being  des^ 
troyed  before  he  can  obtain  that  protection. 

General  laws  apply  to  ordinary  cases,  but  there 
are  cases  that  require  extraordinary  and  prompt 
remedies.  Rebellion  or  invasion  assuredly 
come  within  the  latter  class,  aiid  during  the  ex» 
istence  of  either  of  them,  or  absolute  danger 
thereof,  martial-law  may  be  constitutionally 
proclaimed  by  the  Sovereign  o^  his  Representa* 
tive  ;  and  to  do  so,  may  be  as  indispensable  to 
the  safety  of  the  state,  as  the  instant  application 
of  personal  force  to  the  preservation  of  an  in- 
dividual when  attacked, 

♦  The  part  of  this  aumbcr  which  relates  to  Martial  Law,  and  the 
plan  fot  starving  the  troops  m  Upper  Canada,  was  written  before  I 
saw  the  letter  in  the  last  Herald,  sent  from  Leeds  ;  but  it  comes  in 
m  a  m«8tp«werfuliUustrati«ii  •f  my  doctrine  thereon. 

That 
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That  the  application  of  the  power  ahovesaid 
was  not  made  upon  a  trivial  occasion^  is  rr.ani- 
fest  ;  for  the  question  v/as  reduced  to  this — 
Shall  the  army  be  starved  at  the  time  the  enemy 
is  know^n  to  be  prepared  for^  and  determined 
upon  immediate  invasion  ?  or  shall  an  authori- 
ty be  exercised  to  defeat  tf'e  plots  of  the  disaf- 
fected, and  thereby  save  the  Province  against 
that  invasion  ?  So  certahily  will  every  honest 
and  loyal  man  sayj^^j,  to  the  second  part  of  tlie 
question,  that  I  venture  to  assert,  that  in  such  a 
predicament  had  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  been  ^ so  neglectful  of  his  duty,  as 
to  be  dismayed  into  inaction,  by  democratic 
clamour  or  threats,  he  would  have  deserved 
condign  punishment. 

General  De  Rottenburg,  I  conceive,  was  per« 
fectly  justified  in  what  he  did,  from  the  'i  eces- 
sity  of  the  case,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pearson 
in  obeying  his  orders,  was  ^z/jo  so  ;  and  I  have 
been  astonished  to  learn^  that  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost,  upon  finding  that  the  Lieut.  C  olonel  was 
daily  abused  and  threatened  with  prosecutions 
and  persecutions  by  the  disaffected  Junto,  for 
his  zeal  in  executing  his  orders  about  subsist*' 
ing  the  troops,  cooliy  observed,  that  if  he  had 
got  into  a  scrape,  let  him  get  out  of  it  the  best 
way  he  can.  Sir  George's  duty  was  to  have  en<* 
quired  whether  the  Lieutena.it  Colonel  had  act* 
ed  from  corrupt  motives,  or  from  zeal  in  a  ne- 
'  cessary  measure,  and  if  the  latter,  it  was  incum- 
bent upon  th^  Commauder  of  the  Forces  to, have 
supported  him. 
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I  have  a.  right  to  ascribe  the  conduct  of  the 
Junto  to  disaffection  ;  tor  what  good  subject, 
when  the  e:iemy  VvMS  at  the  door,  would  hava 
taken  m  asures  to  palsy  our  means  of  defence. 
To  give  aid  to  the  enemy,  is  treason,  and  what 
more  efficient  aid  could  be  given,  than  what  I 
h^ve  mentioned.  It  only  wanted  proof  of  a 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  respfectirig 
those  proceedings,  to  have  made  thofe  concern- 
ed therein,  punishable  for  High  Treason,  ■ 

The  enemy  had  been  for  some  months,  cpl- 
lefting  a  force  at  Plattsburg  for  a  fjcond  inva- 
sion of  Lower-Canada,  and  in  September  ad^ 
vanced  to  the  frontier,  as  if  intending  at  one 
time,  to  penetrate  by  Odell-Town,  and  at  anor 
ther  by  the  Chateaugay  and  Salmon  Rivers* 
The  Sedentary  Militia  to  the  south  of  the  8t» 
Lawrence,  for  a  considerable  way  down,  were 
then  called  out  to  aid  the  regular  ti  oops  and  .em- 
bodied militia  in  repelling  the  attempt.  The 
enemy  after  feveral  demonstrations  and  count- 
ermarches, entered  by  the  Chateaugay  courirry^ 
and  having  advanced  under  General  Hamptoa, 
with  nearly  8000  men,  on  the  26th  of  Odlii. 
J  8 13,  attacked  our  advanced  poft,  (ionfifting  of 
about  300  men,  under  the  imniedi^te  co  n* 
mand  ot  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Salaberry^  who 
had  chofen  his  ground  and  ftrengthened  it  i>y 
abbatis,  with  fuch  judgment,  and  def^nde^  it 
with  fuch  fpirit,  as  to  lepulfe,  accojrdifvg.t.^  it^e 
General  Order  on  the  occalion,  a  bo4y.r  J^l^  \ye 
twenty  times  their  number.  TlA^M|0r(:iefj'^^^^^ 
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(he  Lieut.  Col.  was  ehiefly  Canadians,  inel  thoy 
acquitted  themfelves  in  a  manner  that  does'  hini, 
the  other  olEcers,  and  them,  great  ereciit. 

^  The  lofs  we  fuftained  was  trifling,  but  that 
of  the  enemy  pretty  fevere,  and  retreating  with- 
out renewing  their  attack,  they  returned  to 
Platcsburg.  Upon  this,  a  queflioa  ariles^  which 
inftead  of  being  favorable  to  Sir  George's  claim 
to  the  merit  of  calling  forth  the  energies  of  the 
population,  rather  proves  that  he  repreffed  thofe 
energies  ;  becaufe  we  know  the  faft,'that  the 
enemy  were  defeated,  (whether  they  had  as 
jnany  in  adion  as  alledged,  or  not ;)  and  thefi 
allowed  quietly  to  retire  without  pursuit :  why 
were  they  not  followed  up,  by  the  very  farge 
br;dy  of  other  militia  and  regular  troops  in  that 
cjuarter  ?  The  not  following  them  up  was  an 
infult  to  the  other  troops  and  mrlitia,  aftei:  what 
300  o^/j  had  done.  ' 

'  Did  Sir  George  want  confidence  in  himself, 
.or  in  them,  or  from  what  other  cauf&  did  f© 
ftrange  a  negJed:  proceed  ?  If  his  other  force 
was  not  v\^i thin  fupporting  or  fti  iking  distance, 
iyhat  can  be  said  of  his  miSt^ry^  ;tatents  ?  an'd 
Vf  y  was  he  fo  deficient  in  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  movements-,  as  not  to  have  hxad  a  body 
concentrated  and  teady  on  the  instant  to  take 
advantage  of  this  sudcess  ?  In  shoi^t  i  ram  be- 
wildered on  the  occasion,  if  he  rigally.  believed 
to  the  exter^t  of  what  he  publisl)ed,  as-  ako  at 
the  Order  iffued  on  the  411^  of  November,  f^M-.thie 

difmiffai 
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rifmrriaf  of  the  Sedentary  Militia  on  the  fouth 
Jide,  in  corvsequence  of  which  feme  of  them,  on 
thg'  ^tli-tV'f'^Sth  had  hegun  their  march  home- 
-M^ard,-  Wlien'  next  day  they  had  to  be  counter^ 
^^arched,  to  repel  another  in vafion  from  a  dif* 
f^rent  quarter.    However,  fuch  was  the  fa6t, 

The  American  expedition  colledled  at  Sackr 
.ett's Harbgur,  under  J^eneral  Wilkinson,  be- 
coming,, formidable  in  D'ilober,  and  Kingfton 
being  fu.ppoficd  to  beat?5  ohjecl,  .both  fleet-s  had 
cqme -dowi^.th^  Lake,-T-Otira  ^f.nl ered .K  ngftop. 
J^tx:bpur^  and  there.  remaine4,  when  p-art  of  the 
.  <j:row3.  v|yere  distributed  intQ.guu-boats,  under 
\t^e  pD.ramand  of  Captain  Mule  after,  of  the  [  \oy^ 
^^^l^^ayy,.  .to.  ,-watch,  the  enemy's  movements. 
r.!ri>^dava-^Lng  army  left  S4ckett'\s  Harbour  ki 
tbat.mDnt-b,  in, above  200  f}urham  boat?,  gun- 
^X^oavS^.a-nd  fmrdl  craft,  containing  ten  tkojuaa^d 
rnep.of  all  ,de*scrigtions,  wit  h  a  large  tr^in.of  ar- 
■  ti]leny,and^aUun(,iance  of  ftores.    Meeting  with 
ftofmv  .wej^ther  .^fter  failing,  they  fuffered  lols, 
and  rendezvoufed  at  Grenadier  Island,  where 
?st?he)Srefti^mdd  expof^d  to  very  bad  t^eather,  ia 
ii^raln^^^le^fs^n,  'until  the  3d  Nov.  ig-i  wii^n 
i>th€y  ag^ln  -  failed,  anli  prc^cfeede'd  doWn;  £5q 
--the  ^th-^ at  night,  (nGtwi4h'ftanding''^they  had 
-4ee  1$  '<m-  ^^^M-M'^y '  d^y  ^  -can n<5 n a d  ed^  --b^  €apta-i n 
t'Mui<?^fter^ifl^6i^'the!r^badt^^^^^  stM-^mk  pafled 

the  troops  l:aving  landed  ':buve,  and  mttt^h^d 
round,  to  avoid  the,expe<ll^d  cannonade  from 

On 
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:?:rChi.the  8th,  5000  men  under  General  Royd 
prvlT^-iWer  at  Point  Iroquois  to  the  Canada  fide, 
-i:|."iT^nQS:be}:i>w  Prefcott^  where  he  was  joined 
•bty^giOQi  vmerita  Dragoons,  who  had  croffcd 
^t:  :jH'fLi?iiIton  ;  Gen$  al  Wilkinfon  with  their 
J^J^iaitling  force  bping  tl^en  in  their  boats.  Whqa 
it  was  found  that  their  objedl  was  not  Kingfton, 
"B^irTL'Svi^er  Canada,  after  their  departTire  from 
X:jrena:dier  Ifland,  Lt.  Colonel  Morrifon  was 
^fent  froni  Kingfton  with  the  49th  and  89th 
'lK.4giriTents,  which  joiiTe'd'  our  flotilla  T)f  gua- 
^)6Uts,  ''cind  prac^edlng  down,  were  reinforced 
\s'tfiey  paffe^  Foit^-Weilington,  with  a  pan  of 
'its  giirnfin^linder  Lieutenant  Cdldncl  Pearfon  ; 
"tfe  49th  was  comr/anded  H)  H'^tifenarit  CcA. 
IMeriH'efleatli,  all  of  them  distingu'iflied  officers. 
■"Upon  ajpprdaching  ti  e  enemy,  our  force  la'nded 
"and  overtook  them  on  the  9th, -after  whic^, 
tHeif  fear  v/as  fo  harrafPed  as  to  -deterrfiine'-iSeft. 
""^oyd  to'retfograde  with  460G  nieh  he  i'lth, 
•'And '^attack  us,  whilft  General  B'^t)wn,  witfi  tHe 
■  'feil^of  tteir  disembarked  troop's;-  liiarched  on; 

:>[  ;  Li'^u|:e.nan;t  Colonel  Morrifoit  obferyingrthts, 
iifet.ire^(^  }U^ntilv  he  dame  to  ;.ia  pofition  feled:ed  qn 
afeis  w^iyi4ownj,  in  cafe  oCAipb  ^0  ey^ti^  where 
I  h<^  ^eti^rmined  to;  rec^i^yq  th.f ir  attac^k.  -A  bat- 
tle etifu^d,  and  the  enemy  were  beaten  in  ^  maf- 
,  tferly  Bianner,  with  a  fevere  jofs  in  kill^  arid 
1  WouQd.ed,  and  400  men  capjtured  w;irtb  a;  field 

Cofonel  ]^^<5r^^      tod  the  other  officers  and 
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men  under  his  command,  had  uncommon  merit 
in  conquering  under  fuoh  a  difproportion  of 
forct ,  as  he  had  in  all  bat  800   men  ;  and  the 
modeft  ftyle  in  whicii  s^e  rel  ted  the  adlion,  en- 
hanced that  merit  ^vhen  put  ia  contrast  with 
the  bombast  of  tbe  enemy.    Captain  Mulcafter 
and  his  gUn-bQats  moil:  zealoufiy  co-operated, 
and  had  a  ffiare  in  pr'jducihg  t:".e  defeat.  Trie 
enemy  upon  tlds,  retre.ited  rapidly  down  the 
river,  and'  ylrculd  have  been  dcftroyed  or  taken, 
if  we  had.'  bad  the  goodVfortune.to  have  had  the 
igth  Ligtlt  Dragoons  '  there  on  the  occanon. 
Our  troops  continued  to  SjIIow  thecn.- — General 
Brown  had  met  refillance  "in  front  from  fome 
*in1UHa,  who  being  obliee.d  to  retire,  the  wiiole 
of  the  enemy  came  on  and  limfed  at  Cornwair, 
where  liearing  triat  the  Glengary'm  com- 
'irianded  by  Maj or  Dennis  oT  the  49th,  v/ere 
3^6ile£^ingih' force  upon  '  their  flahk,  whilil  Gob 
''MoiTifon' was  preili ng  their  'rear  j  they  got  a-. 
lafmed,  and  halHly  /  crofTed  over  on  the  i  of 
,  Nb?.  to  the  A  nericah  fid-:^ "at  St!  Reoris,  and 
jth eh  proceeded  to  Saimb'n  'Rlvc'V  o^i'  the  'fouth 
ilde  of 'Lake  Sc.  Francis,  whlc-i  they  afcehded. 
%ith  all  tlicir  boats  and  crait'  as  hiM  as  the 
French  Mills.     Thus  ended  t  ie  third  attempt 
.at  invasion  of  the  tov^er  Province^  .which  they 
had  prepare^d  for  at  inline nse  expence,         .  ; 

f '  Ih  their  march  ddwn  through  a  part  df  Up- 

*peir  Canaida,  they^.>  tiiil'  Hriuch ' 
Would  have  been  ftill  greatef^  bin  for  the  alf^rfj^ 
they  were  in  j  and  Wfiich  alarm  increafed  as  they 
■    '  advanced^ 
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advanced,  on  iinding  the  pcpulation  in  that 
quarter  univerfally  hoflHe  toithem-  >  .  They  on 
this  exprefled  a  feci fe  of  their  entor^'  in  not  hav- 
itjg  landed  in  An  gu  ft  a ,  where  Mis^y;  kfteiv.  th  ey 
fed numerou^s  friends.         .nim  3;  tt 

In  the  General  Order  and  official  letter  of  Sir 
George,  he  fays  that  Lieut.  Colonel  Morrifon, 
with  a  corps  of  ohf^ryatiqn,  and^  the  .gun  boats 
followed  in  purfuance  of  his  ox<^^y\[,  but  this.i§ 
doubted  by  many,  and-by  fuch  confideired  as  onk 
ofthofe  turns  habitually  gi\ en  by  him  to  a/ij^ 
thing  fortunate^  as  if  .emanating  frgm^  hts  ar  ranger 
ments\    Be  that  as  it  may,  it'  is  thought  by  Ji\a- 
ny,  that  had  a  corps  of  marines  (part  of  two  batts, 
that  arrived  trom  Halifax  at  (^ebcc  m  Octob^rj 
whcwere  at  the  time  on  their  march  to  Corn- 
\fal]  and  Prefc6t^^'  not  b^n  '."recalled to  Coteap 
du  Lac;  they  irbxonj,ynd\ion  with,  the  ^ 
militia ,    would  have-  given  ^  good  , acGpunt  Qf 
general  Bgyd's  dlvifion.  ,  Fo/ui^'-couri^ 
^er,  "  i  do  not  think  tfet  S^irvOeorg^     to  bT^iri^, 
as/Kd  could  net  divine  that'.the^ene^^^ 
5:eeping  afloat,  and  defcending  .  .i;a"pi^I]y,-/ Wdp}^ 
lofe ' t i    e  by  landing  iip on',,  jt h e ,  IJ  f^j^f^^'  j  f 

?^^>^l^^f^^^^gv;:  :      ^ij^-  'eilfl/' H.noJl 

ftept  in  to  feve  the  enemy  orf  tKis^<i:iarfifeWiiano^ 
tb-ej^  -^yj^ay,  fqr  df.ColoneL§gott  with  -.rqi^v  .-fp^'ce 
rfien,4t  Ccteau-dii^^c^^  al^pg^.^ith  JLt.-. 
Bpkurildn  ai^-  lus^t^^^i^    apd '^apt^ ^Mjs^^J^ 
l^^jilU^  ibeeja.Q^rderedf;  or'.^^^^^^^      •(fe^)it  is- .j^jjl 
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that  pcr^nLIioii  WIS  even  afked)  to  proceed  im- 
mediate! v  to  Salmon  river,  they  (the  ene?Tiy) 
were  then  in  fo  dl-heartend  and  huddled-togeth- 
er  a  condiclon,  that  the  whole  or  the  greater  part 
of  tiieni,  vro:^ld  probahlv  have  been  taken  or  de- 
ftroyed  ;  or  at  all  events,  every  thing  afloat. 

In  (lead  of  this,  they  were  allowed  to  enter 
tliat  river  and  dlfemhark  in  quiet,  with  all  their 
cannon,  (lore?,  and  provifions,  and  take  up  a 
pofition  which  (by  that  fpecies  of  induftry  that 
American  troops  poflefs  in  a  high  degree,  of  cat- 
tin;:!  down  trees  and  forming  block  houfes  and 
abattis  therewith,  efpecially  when  fpurred  on  by  a 
fenle  of  their  own  immediate  prefervation)  was 
foon  rendered  formidable.  They  however  did 
hot  feel  at  eafe,  for  in  Feb.  1 8 14,  as  foon  as  the 
winter  roads  became  pradicable  for  the  convey- 
ance of  their  cannon  and  ftores  to  Plattfburgh 
by  the  Four  Corners,  they  fentthem  ofF,  whenthe 
troops  in  part  marched  tb:ither,  and  the  reft  ua- 
der  General  Brown  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  after 
burning  their  huts,  block  houfes,  and  water 
craft  to  a  certain  degree,  being  partly  funk,  which 
was  afterwards  completed  by  us.  Colonels  Scott 
and  Morrifon,  with  parties  from  Coteau  du  Lac 
and  Cornwall,  went  m^er  and  made  a  circuit  by 
IVlalone  and  Four  Corners,  from  whence  they 
-returned  to  their  former  quarters,  after  fending 
in  fome  provifions  ;  but  nothing  was  efFefted 
to  compenfate  for  the  cafualties  incurred  during 
the  expeditioua 


The 
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The  proceeding;??  at  Montreal -confequent  upnr: 
a  knov^rledge  of  Wilkinfon's  defc€:U,  rp.nain  to 
b2  defcribt'd.  Early  on  the  rnOrni'ig  of  the  gih' 
Jsfoyember  that  inforitiation  wa$  firft  had^  by  an 
oSct^r  from  Fort  WeDington,  who  ftated  that 
t;3e  -Yriny  had  palled  it  on  the  nig;bt.  ^)f:the  yth,, 
a  ;  J  as  it  was  full  moon  and  clear  weather,  the 
apprehenfion  was,  that  the  enemy  XVoiild  pufh 
on  night  and  day,  and  be  almoS:  at  the  heels  of 
the  bearer  of  the  intelligence. 

The  difmiffiil  of  the  militia  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  was  inftantiy  countermanded,  and 
exprefies  fent  to  recall  thofe  whofe  march  home- 
ward had  commenced.     I  he  whole  of  the  mil- 
itia on  the  north  fide    from  Three-Rivers  up* 
wards,    were  ordered  out,  and  the  Montreal 
Volunteers  with  the  three  Sedentary  Town  Bat- 
talions, marched  in  the  afternoon  for  La  Chine 
and  towards  Pointe  Claire,  and  in  the  night  took 
up  quarters  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  from  the 
upper  part    of  the  Parifti  of  La  Chine  ex- 
tending downwards,  their  right  being  upon  the 
left  of  a  corps  of  marines  which  had  marched  in 
the  forenoon,  and  were  halted  higher  up.  ^ome 
of  the  militia  ot  the  adjoining  pariihcs.j  were 
pofted  from  toe  right  of  the  maristes  to  the  end 
of  the  Ifland.    Upon  the  morning  of  the  gth 
Nov.  orders  wer6  aifo  difpatcbed  to  the  Meuron 
Regt  and  other  cotps,  to  march  to  the  village  of 
Caughnawago  and  its  neighborhood. 

The  country  battalions  of  militia  as  they  arri- 
ved 
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ved  In  town  were  clafled  by  Col.  M'Gill;  to 
whom  the  command  here  at  that  period  was  con- 
fided, and  thofe  fit  for  fcrvice  were  armed,  equip- 
ped, and  marched  on  by  battalions  to  different 
pofitions,  whilft  nien  infirm,  or  beyond  a  certain 
age,  were  fent  home. 

In  this  order,  the  attack  was  waited  for, 
and  the  enemy  expedled  fpeedily  to  appear  ; 
when  to  the  general  furprise,  nothing  farther 
was  heard  of  them  until  the  I3t  1,  when  the  joy* 
ful  news  of  the  battle  of  Ghrylller's  farm  wa^ 
received. 

About  this  time,  a  body  of  feamen  for  the 
Lakes,  and  the  70th  Regt,  arrived  at  Quebec. 
The  whole  of  the  former  and  part  of  the  latter 
were  puflied  on  to  Montreal  by  the  Steam  fi  )at, 
a  mode  of  conveyance  of  fuch  certainty  and  cele^ 
tity,  as  to  have  been  highly  ufeful  to  the  public 
fervice,  daring  the  war,  and  beneficial  to  the 
proprietor. 

Sir  George  was  at  La  Chine  during  all  these 
operations,  and  fhortly  after  the  reception  of' the 
enemy  having  entered  Salmon  River,  oi*dered 
the  militia  to  return  to  their  resjiedive  abodes, 
commencing  their  march  on  the  i8th  Nov.  and 
in  succession  of  time,  so  as  to  admit  of  pafling 
through  Montreal,  on  different  days,  and  depo- 
fiting  theiir  arms  and  ammunition.  All  this  was 
done  with  regularity  and  good  humour,  and 
throughout  the  whole,  never  did  any  people 
vince  greater  alacrity,  which  1  am  informed  the 

N  would 
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would  eve  have  done,  and  ever  will  do.  if  not 
perverted  by  the  machinations  of  some  faclious 
and  reftlefs  agitators. 

Let  us  revert  to  Upper  Canada,  and  the  cir- 
cumftance  under  which  the  intended  retreat  to 
Kingfton  was  at  firft  avoided  in  autumn  1813, 
and  finally  countermanded.  The  delay  of  that 
retreat  (the  order  for  which  was  unknown  at  the 
time  to  individuals)  and  the  departure  of  the 
chief  force  of  the  enemy  from  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier for  Sacket's  Harbour,  (the  laft  whereof  was 
General  Harrifon  with  his  people,  who  had  re- 
embarked  and  come  down  from  Detroit  by  water) 
renovated  confidence  am  ongfi  the  troops  and  in- 
habitants about  Burlington,  who  had  been  su^ 
fering  moft  feverely,  but  now  begaiji  to  wifii  for  a 
refumption  of  the  offensive,  although  inpoqfis- 
tent  with  the  orders  from  Head  Quarters,  ^pd- in 
confequence  «npalatable  to  General  Vincent^ 
who  although  a  good  man  in  private  lifi^  '^a^^  ^» 
larmed  at  public  refponfibility. 

The  Inhabitants  at  thii^  time;  r^prefented  to  hiji^ 
tine  ravages  committing  by  the  Arneripaa,  Ge^h 
^^I'Clure,  and  that  with  a  n;oderate  regujar  and 
Indian  force  to  aid  them^  this  gang  of  deftrqyers 
and  plunderers  might  be  driven  off,  and  the  crjops 
of  tne  country  faved  for  pubUc  aod  priva.te  uf<^ 
This  reprefentation  was^  fecondedj  if  not  infti- 
gated  by  C(^l.  Murray,  who  pkdged  himfelf  fpr 
trie  fuccefs  of  the  me^ifure  fo  fuggeft^d  ;apd  a 
Corps  b^^iig  pHt;  ^  afly^ 
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had  an  inftantaneous  efFed  upon  M'CIure,  then 
about  the  20  mile  creek.    Col.  Murray's  per- 
miflion  at  firfl  was  confined  to  the  40  mile  ;  then 
upon  a  frelli  reprefentation  from  him  of  its  suc- 
cefs,  it  was  extended  to  the  20  mile,  and  after- 
wards to  the  1 2  mile  creek ;  which  he  was  upoa 
no  account  to  pafs;  but  upon  arriving  there,  and 
finding  that  M'Clure  was  in  fuch  a  panic,  that 
immediate  advance  would  probably  drive  the  A* 
merican  deftroyers  to  their  own  fide,  and  fave 
Newark,  he  wrote  to  Genera!  Vincent  accor- 
dingly, but  in  the  mean  time  made  a  rapid  mo- 
vement upon  Foit  George,  before  it  could  be 
fandioned  or  forbidden. 

This  effeded  the  expulfion  of  M'Clure,  who 
precipitately  abandoned  Fort  George,  (and  fled 
acrofs  the  river  v^ith  his  men)  without  deftroy- 
ing  it,  but  after  moft  barbaroufiy  and  atrociousi» 
ly  (I  recoiled;  no  epithet  of  fuffibient  force  to  eA^ 
pVefs  the  infamy  of  the  ad)  burning  at  nigh^, 
ori  the  l  Oth  of  December,  18 13,  the  town  #f 
IVewarlc,  arid  turning  out  into  the  open  air  (the 
ground  then  covered  with  snow)  some  hundreds 
of  families,  without  proVifioris  or  covering,  to 
feek  fHelter  at  a  diftance.  That  miscreant  du- 
ring His  conimand,  v^as  counifelled  by  a  traitor 
of  the  nanie  c  f  Wiicocks,  and  both  exulted  in 
pradifing  every  kind  of  mifchief  agaiaft  the 
yal  part  of  the  inhabitants,  whofe  nouies  and 
barns,  in  many  inftances  before,  tHey  had  burnt 
or  pillaged. 

N  2  Early 
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Early  on  the  1 2th  Col  Murray  entered  Fort 
George,  in  fight  of  the  ftiH  finoking  ruins  of 
Newark;  Liqut.  Genl.  Drum mond  and  Major 
Genl.  Riall  had  arrived  frorn  England  eaHy  in 
November,  but  remained  in  the  Lower  Province 
upon  service,  whilft  Wilkinfon's  invafion  was 
pending;  but  when  that  was  over,  t  ey  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Upper  Province  ;  General  Drum- 
mond,  as  originally  intended,  relieved  General 
De  Rottenburg  in  the  military  commapd,  and 
in  the  prefidency  of  that  Province,  whereupon 
the  latter  came  down  to  Montreal.  Staying  a 
fhort  time  at  Kingfton,  they  went  on  to  York, 
where  General  Drummond  being  fworn  into 
office,  they  proceeded  to  the  army  abpve,  and 
reached  Fort  George  soon  afte?:  its  recapture. 
jCol.  Murray  had  planned  a  favofite  ulterior  o- 
4>eration,  which  Genl  Drummond  happily  bad 
ihe  manlinefs  to  fandtion,  without  permission 
^om  Head  Quarters.  Acconlingly  all  prepara- 
tions for  it  Jieing  ready,  the  troops  ror  the  enter- 
j>rise  croffed  the  JSi^gara  river  some  miles  above, 
ifi  the  night  between  the  icSth  and  f  9th  of  De- 
cember 1853  ;  when  the  division  tl.ereof  under 
Col.  Murray,  intended  for  the  attack  of  Fort 
Niagara,  proceeded  downwards,  and  an  hour 
before  day  light  on  the  19th,  it  was  carried  by 
aflault,  with  the  bayonet  alone. 

The  bold  and  daring  features  of  the  plan 
were  followed  by  the  moft  happy  execution, 
which  verified  the  favorite  military  adage  of 
^^fortuna  favetfortibusj^ 
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The  force  under  Col.  Murray,  consifled  of 
about  560  men,  composed  of  tHe  looth  Regt. 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hamilton, 
with  the  Grenadier  company  of  the  Royal  Scots, 
and  flank  companies  of  the  41st.  also  lome  mi- 
litia, the  latter  under  Col.  Kirby  ;  all  beriaved 
like  heroes.  The  forlorn  hope  was  led  by  Lieut. 
Dawson  of  t'le  looth.  In  the  advance  two  pic- 
kets were  surprised  and  cut  off  or  captured,  be- 
fore they  could  give  any  alarm,  the  Sentries  on 
the  Glacis  at  the  Gate  were  killed  or  taken,  from 
one  of  whom  the  countersign  was  obtained^  be- 
fore the  enemy  were  apprised  of  their  danger; 
at  the  moment  they  discovered  their  situation, 
the  gate  was  forced,  whilst  a  party  that  had  been 
sent  round  to  another  quarter,  scaled  the  pic- 
kets of  the  Fort ;  the  garrison  being  quartered 
%n  stone  buildings,  a  severe  but  fliort  contest  en- 
sued, when  they  surrendered,  with  the  lofs  of 
80  killed  and  wounded,  and  350  prisoners 
Our  lofs  did  not  exceed  10,  including  the  gallant 
commander,  who  was  wounded,  and  Lt.  New- 
land  1 00th  killed  ;  27  pieces  of  ordnance,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  stores,  fmall  arms,  and  provi- 
sions, were  found  in  the  fort. 

The  other  division  of  the  force  which  landed, 
was  under  General  Riall,  and  consisted  of  de- 
tachments of  the  Royal  Scots  and  41st  Regi- 
ment with  a  body  of  Indians,  who  drove  the  ene- 
my from  Lewis  Town  heights,  and  advancing 
upwards  on  the  fouth  side  of  the  Niagara  river 
to  Fort  Schlofler  (which  they  deftroyed)  went 
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as  faf  as  Tonewarito  creek,  ti^P  ere  finding  the 
bridge  broken  down,  they  returned  and  recros- 
sed  to  Queenftoii^  having  previoYij^ly  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  fate  of  Newark,  burnt  the  villages  of 
Lewiftown  and  Mancheft^r,  with  all  the  build- 
ings near  their  liiie  of  march. 

On  the  30tli  of  Decen.ber  before  daylight, 
General  Riall  with  about  looo  men  croiredover 
below  Fort  Erie,  and  attacked  Black  Reck,  de- 
fended by  2000  merican  militia  under  General 
Hall,  who  f  >on  gave  way  f  and  v/ere  pursued 
to  Bu{Faloe,  where  they  attempted  to  make  a 
stand,  but  speedily  fled  with  fuch  precipitation  to 
the  1 1  mile  Creek,  that  we  only  made  in  all  a- 
bout  70  prisoners. — Our  lofs  was  75  killed  and 
wounded,  theirs  probably  not  much  greater. 

We  brought  off  feme  ftores  and  deftroyed 
the  remainder  at  Black  Rock  and  Buffaloe,  which 
villages  with*  four  Imall  veffels,  frozen  up,  were 
burnt.-*-The  troops  then  returned  to  our  fide, 
and  went  into  peaceable  winter  quarters. 

General  Drummond  was  present  at  the  points 
*of  em.barkation,  and  adively  employed  in  pre- 
paring those  expeditions,  and  giving  orders  for 
their  execution. 

The  events  juft  described,  come  pointedly  in 

proof, 

t  Capt.  Robinson  of  the  King's  P. egt.  now  INIajor  by 
Brevet,  is  said  to  have  greatly  cniitrjbuled  to  this  by  ar.  ('ppor- 
tune  mo-vement  of  tliat  brave  corp«  nrade  when  the  ronimaiid' 
devolved  upon  hini,  by  Lt,  €'olonel  Ogilvie  uing  wounded. 
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proof  of  vv^hat  zeal  and  enterprise  can  eflfeft,  and 
how  little  lofs  fometimes  attends  the  most  ha-« 
zardous  attempts,  whilst  military  inadllvity  and 
indecision,  prey  upon  the  Soldiers  minds,  ge- 
nerate discontent,  and  promote  desertion. 

It  Is  extraordinary,  that  any  part  of  the  merit 
of  the  ahove  operation  fliould  have  been  c •aim- 
ed by  Sir  George  ;  yet  on  reference  to  the  Ge- 
neral Order  of  12th  January,  18 14,  on  the  bur- 
ning of  Newark  and  consequent  retaliation  it 
will  bi3  found  to  be  more  than  insinuated  there- 
in, that  mch  rdariation  (afTuredly  not  more  se- 
vere than  a  fense  of  juftice  2ind  protedllon  to  our 
own  fuhjects)  was  by  his  order  ;  whereas  it  is 
welj.  known,  that  the  time  which  elapsed  bet- 
ween the  recapture  of  Fort  George  and  the  com- 
mencement of  retaliation  by  us,  did  not  admit  of 
the  receipt  of  an  order  froin  Head  garter then 
at-^ebec^  on  the  fubjedl. 

The  general  belief  is,  (reasoning  from  prior 
and  pofterior  events)  that  had  the  intention  of 
aflaulting  Fort  Niagara  and  of  retaliatiop  for  the 
burning  of  Newark  been  known  to  bim,  he 
would  have  given  orders  to  prevent  both,  as 
being  far  too  hazardous, 

I  fhall  close  this  number  with  noticing  the 
capture  of  a  band  of  Traitbrs  (who  had  joined 
the  enemy  and  aflifted  in  their  depredations)  by 
a  party  of  Loyal  Militia  of  the  Country  of  Ox- 
ford, under  Lieut.  Col.  Boftwick.^ — These  un- 
grateful wretches,  were  Americans  who  haJ  ta- 
ken 
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ken  the  oaths  to  Ins  Majcfty,  and  had  been  fettled 
many  years  in  that  quarter  of  Upper  Canada, 
where  many  of  them  had  acquired  a  good  deal 
of  property,  and  experienced  the  like  proteftion 
and  favor  as  other  fubjedls. 

They  were  afterwards  tried  at  Ancafter  for 
High  Treafon,  15  whereof  were  convided,  and 
8  executed,  the  remainder  being  reprieved,  to 
await  the  Prince  Regent's  decifion,  in  resped  to 
their  final  fate. 

General  Hull's  exterminating  Proclamation  on 
his  entrance  into  Upper  Canada,  at  Sandwich, 
in  18 1 2,  wherein  he  so  confidently  speaks  of 
conqueft,  relying  upon  the  friendfliip  of  the 
multitude  of  American  settlers  in  that  Province, 
is  illuftrated  by  theconduft  rf  thofe  men,  when 
they  thought  that  the  American  arms  would 
prevaiL — Such  fads  jihould  operate  as  a  lafting 
momento  to  us,  of  the  dangerous  policy  of  admit- 
ting natives  af  the  States  to  hold  lands  in  either 
Province.  VERITAS. 

Montreal,  May  17th,  18 15. 


Nq. 


(   99  ) 


[NO.  VII.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

Having  In  a  former  number  faid,  that  the 
difafter  to  owr  fleet  upon  Lake  Frie,  had  obliged 
us  to  abandon  all  our  pofts  beyond  that  Lake, 
I  omitted  to  add,  with  the  exception  of  Michi-^ 
limaklnac, 

// however  muft  have  fallen,  if  an  attack 
had  been  made  thereon  in  autumn  1813,  but 
negleding  to  do  fo,  it  was  faved.  That  poft, 
at  all  times  valuable  as  a  point  of  communica* 
tlon  ysrith  the  weftern  Indians,  n(^w  became 
doubly  fo,  from  the  recent  misfortunes  upoa 
Lake  Erie  ;  for^had  it  been  loft,  the  whole  of 
the  Indian  nations,  muft  from  neceffity,  not 
choice,  (for  we  are  their  natural  allies  and  friends 
from  unity  of  interefts)  have  fubmltted  to  the 
i\mericans,  although  their  implacable  enemies* 
The  confequences  might  have  been  fatal  to  all 
the  country  beyond  Kingfton,  as  the  enemy,  by 
the  command  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron,  in  fuch 
caft,  would  have  encircled  that  country,  as  it 
were  upon  three  fides,  and  rendered  its  defence 
ty  us  impradicable. 

o  Sir 
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sir  George  for  once  a£led  with  declfion,  by 
providing  during  tne  winter  of  1 8 13,  near  Lake 
Huron,  the  means  of  conveying  a  reinforcement 
to  Michilimakinac,  early  in  the  spring  ;  which 
reinforcement,  and  the  command  afterwards  of 
that  poft,  he  confided  to  Lieut  Col.  M'Douall, 
an  officer  of  zeal  and  intelligence,  who  acquitted 
Bimfelf  with  fuch  judgment  and  diligence,  in 
increafing  the  defences  of  the  place,  and  in  fup- 
plying  and  husbanding  provifions  for  his  garri- 
fon- astodefy  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  who 
appeared  there  in  July,  and  on  the  4th  of  Aug. 
1 8 14,  landed  1000  men.  Thefe  were  repuifed 
and  drove  on  board  their  vessels  by  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  Indians,  with  considerable  lofs,  before  the 
garrifon,  (owing  to  a  falfe  rumour  that  a  landing 
was  making  in  their  rear)  could  co-operate,  elfe 
the  whole  would  have  been  killed  or  taken. 

The  Indians  oti  thi$  occafion,  behaved  with 
exemplary  zeal  and  fidelity  in  our  caufe  ;  and 
indeed  their  attachment  throughout  has  been 
fuch  as  to  make  me  blufli  for  my  country,  in  the 
direliftion  of  their  interefts  in  the  negociations 
at  rhent,  after  fo  many  promifes  made  them, 
an  J  fo  fair  a  profped  at  the  commencement  of 
thofe  nei!;c  c  ations.  A  detachment  of  the  A- 
merican  fleet  which  attacked  '  Michilimakinac, 
had  previoufly  pillaged  and  burnt  all  the  pri- 
vate houfes  and  buildings  at  Saint  Mary's,  the 
iSlorth  Weft  Company's  inclufive  ;  which  cou- 
pled with  the  uniform  proceedings  of  the  enemy 
ir^  Upper  Canada,  proves  it  to  have  proceeded 

from 
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frornfyflematic  inftruaioris:  of  the  Amer'^c^ 
Government,  to  dcftroy  private  property.  Jf^he 
American  Major  Holmes^  who  commanded  at 
the  de{lru(5lion  and  pillage  of  Saint  .  Mary  •s,  \'5/a5^ 
guilty  of  a  piece  of  such   favage  atrocity,  a§  to 
deferve  being  noticed^  as  it  is  attefled  by  perfons 
of  credit,  who  were  eye  witnefies   of  the  fa/ft^ 
After  employing  a  horfe  and  cart  dm'ing  the  day 
to  convey  away  the  plunder*,  they  in  the  ^  eve- 
ning, tied  the  former  to  a  houfe,  in  fudi  man-^ 
ner  as  not  to  be  able  to  escape,  and  then  fet  fire 
to  it,  when  the  poor  animal  was  burnt  to  death, 
whilft  the  American  troops  were  looking  on, 
and  enjoying  the- fcene  with  a    fiend  hke  fatis- 
faftion.    All  the  cattle,  garden  fluff,  and  other 
provifions.  which  they  coilld  not  carry  oft,  they 
deftroyed,  with  a  view  to  flarve  thole  who  efca- 
ped  from  their  clutches  ;  and  let  it  be  remem'- 
bered,  there was  not  a  military  man^  or  men  in 
public  employment^  or  article  belonging  to  the 
public  there  of  any  kind.    The  brutal  Holmes 
was  killed  in  the  attafck  upon  Michilimakinac 
afterwards.  ' 

One  of  the  great  objed:s  of  this  expeditioii 
was  to  get  hold  of  the  North  Wefl  Fuks  which 
fortunately  efcaped. 

A  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  ISJavy,  and  about 
20  feamen  formed  part  of  the  reinforce ment 
fentwith  Lt.  Col.  M'Douall,  Tnese  manned 
the  Nancy  Schooner,  which  was  armed,  aric}, em-* 
ployed  to  tranfport  provifions  for  the  ,  garn|;m> 

02  '  but 
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tn't  obliged  be  dcftroyed,  to  prevent  her  cap- 
ture by  ti  e  Amencan  fleet.  Lieut.  Worfley  had 
afterwards  a  brilliant  retaliation,  having  with  his 
handful  of  feamen  in'^  boats,  aided  by  Lieut.  Bul- 
ger, and  fome  troops  in  boats  furniftied.  from 
the  garrifon,  moft  gallantly  boarded  the  Ameri- 
can arjned  Schooner  Tigrefs,  of  I  long  24  pf. 
and  a  1 2,  and  carried, her  fw-ord  in  hand.  With 
her,  they  fome  days  afterwards  carried  the  Scor- 
pion, of  I  long  24  pounder.  Each  had  30 
I  Men. 

Colonel  M'Douall  detached  Major  M'Kay,  of 
the  Michigan  Fencibles,  with  a  small  forces  to 
Prairie  des  Chiens  ;  where,  aided  by  the  Indians 
and  a  fmall  3  pounder  field  piece,  he  took  the 
American  Fort,  mounting  6  guns,  and  flanfee'd 
by  a  large  gun  boat,  carrying  alfo  a  confiderable 
number.  Major  M'Kay's  exertions  faved  the 
Americans  captured  by  him  from  the  Indians, 
who  had  before  been  outraged  by  them,  biit  not 
one  has  had  thejuftice  or  candour  fince  to  pu* 
blifh  the  fad.  It  is  a  wonder,  they  did  not 
proclaim  that  he  had  scalped  the  whole* 

On  the  4th  of  May  1814,  our  fleet  under  Sir 
James  Yeo,  failed  from  Kingfton  with  General 
Drurnmond,  and  800  troops  on  board,  exclufive 
of  feamen  and  marines  ;  and  appearing  off  Of- 
iw^ego,  landed  fome  of  each  clafs,  who  carried  t  he 
Fort  by  aflfault,  with  a  lofs  to  us  of  about  96  kil- 
led and  wounded.  A  captain  of  marines  was 
^mong  the  formet,  and  that  m'oift  valuable  Nkval 

Officer 
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Officer  Capt.  Mulcafter,  was  fo.feverely  wound- 
ed, as  to  have  been  considered  incapable  of  Ri- 
ture  fervice,  but  he  has  happily  recovered.  We 
captured  and  deftroyed  12  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  fome  ftores,  burnt  the  barracks,  difmantled 
the  fort,  and  brought  off  a  schooner  and  fome 
boats  with  ordnance,  naval,  and  other  ftores. 

The  enemy  loft  about  100  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  60  prifoners.  We  failed  however  in  the 
material  object,  as  the  principal  ftores  for  the 
American  fleet  were  at  the  Onondago  falls. 

Had  Fort  Oswego  been  occupied  and  kept  for  < 
the  fummer,  it  is  generally  luppoftd  that  the 
enemy  could  not  have  tranfported  ftores  by  land, 
to  equip  their  fleet  that  feafon  ;  but  a  far  more 
certain  dbjed:  would  have  been,  to  have  attacked 
Sacket's  Harbour  itfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of  des- 
troying the  fleet  iand  depot,  and  then  to  have 
abandoned  it. 

Such  a  prize  was  worth  contending  for  at 
almost  any  rifk,  and  at  that  time  efpecially,  as  * 
the.  garrifon  was  weak,  from  the  moft  efficient 
part  of  it  under  General  Brown  having  gone  to 
Buffalo, 

.  This  did  not  efcape  obfervation,  as  it  is  belie- 
ved upon  good  grounds,  that  an  application  was 
actually  mafde  to  Sir  George  for  a  force  adequate 
to  this  fervice  ;  but  it  was  refufed.  Ever  imce 
he  let  that  place  flip  through  his  fingers  in  1813, 
i^hea  in  his  powerj     leems  to  have  viewed  it 

Vi&isUxi-  (Sacket's,) 
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(Sacket's)  witb  fuch  a  fpeck s  of  horror,  as  to  ha'^e 
rei'olvcd  pn  never  again  attempting  it  hin.self, 
or  all  wing  any,  other  officer  to  dolo. 

The. repeated  neglect  of  that  grand  oljeEf^  has 
been  the  fource  of  all  our  misfortunes.  In  the 
prefent  caie,  we  had  a  dispofable  force,  adequate 
to  the  enterprise,  bad  it  been  undertaken,  as 
tliere  could  have  been  fpared  from  Lower  Ca- 
nada, at  that  time  (fpring  1 8 14)  the  2d  battiK 
King's  Regt,the  70th,  and  De  Meurons,  befides 
one  or  two  other  corps,  which  with  the  garrifon 
of  Kingfton,  and  fuch  number  of  Upper  Canada 
militia  and  Indians  as  co  .Id  have  been  made 
ufcful  upon  fuch  sn  expedition,  when  aided  by 
our  fleet,  then  fuperior  tc  the  enemy's,  could  not 
have  failed  of  fuccefs. 

There  would  have  ftlll  remained  In  Lower 
Canada,  the  6th  battn.  Embodied  Militia  (with 
Sedentary  if  needful)  to  do  the  duty  of  Quebec^ 
and  in  Montreal  diftrjd,^ the  i^th  and  49th  regts 
(if  hot  fer  t  upwards,)  a  batialion  of  marines, 
Canadian  Fehcible  Regt,  Voltigeufs,  five  ftrong 
battalions  of  Embodied  Militia,  the  19th  Dra- 
goons, one  squadron  excepted,  and  a  respedlable 
Artillery  force.  -  Lxeluiive  of  thefe,  any  num- 
ber of  Sedentary  miiitia 'could  hatre  been  had,  if 
rieceflary  ;  for  it  is  well  known  t.^at  the  enemy 
had  then  no  intention  of  invading  Lower  Cana- 
da, becaufe  they  were  eollefling  their  whole 
force againft  the  Niagara  frontier,  as  every  body 
believed,  but  t>ir  George,  who  perfifted  in  his 
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credulity  to  the  laft,  from  no  other  visible  caufe^ 
than  that  it  would  have  interfered  with  the 
grand  Camp  of  iriflrudion  about  to  be  formed. 
Exclufive  of  all  the  above  Corps,  there  were  re- 
inforcements daily  exped:ed  by  fea^  some  of 
xvhich  arrived  in  May  at  Quebec. 

Will  either  Sir  George,  or  the  admirers  of  his 
military  talents,  dare  to  infinuate  the  degrading 
idea,  that  the  Embodied  Militia  were  not  to  be 
confidered  effe^fliive,  after  fo  many  compliment- 
ary orders  iffued,  and  the  a£lual  experience  of 
the  Cbateaugay  conteft  ?  yet  they  muft  either 
do  fo,  or  admit  that  he  was  grossly  neglectful 
oT  his  duty.  Really  one  would  fuppose.  from 
the  negative fervice  on  which  the  embodied  mili- 
tia was  generally  employed  by  him,  that  he  intend- 
ed them  for  mere  parade,  or  to  be  kept  in  the 
back  ground.  It  has  been  frequently  said,  and 
meant  as  a  compliment  to  Sir  George,  that  the"* 
2TiiHtia  did  under  him  what  they  would  not  have 
aone  under  any  other  Governor,  This  compli- 
ment Is  a  falfe  and  scandalous  libel  upon  the 
militia,  for,  otherwife  it  would  imply  that  their 
attachment  v/as  not  to  the  Government^  but  to  the 
Governor  ;  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  any 
Governor  of  energy,  with  the  like  opportunities 
that  he  had,  would  have  turned  the  militia  of 
this  country  to  far  more  valuable  account,  and 
furnifhed  moft  pofitive  proofs  of  what  I  afTert, 

Our  fleet  after  returning  from  Ofwego,  and 
diicmbarking  the  troops  at  Kingfton,  was  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  l  lockading  Sacket's  Harbour,  and 
fjCC'urirg  tl  e  coaft,  particularly  towards  Ofwego. 
Upon  this  fervice,  (  apts.  Popham  and  Spilsbury 
being  employed   with   a  flotilla  of  2  boats, 
carrying  guns,  and  fome  fmaller  craft,  the  crews 
whereof  amounted  to  about  1 80  mtn,  had  intel- 
ligence or  got  fight  of  an  American  convoy  of 
boats  from  Ofvvego,  bound  to   Sacket's,  with 
guns,  anchors,  cables,  and  all  kinds  of  ftores  for 
their  fleet,  which  convoy  took  Vefuge  in  Sandy 
Creek.    Our  flotilla  unfortunately  entered  after 
them,  when  they  were  found  to  be  protedted  by 
a  body  of  Riflemen,  militia  and  Indians,  in  a  si- 
tuation highly  favorable  to  them,  and  mofl:  un- 
favorable to  us.    The  confequence  was,  that 
after  a  fl^arp  but  moft  unequal  conflict,  the  whole 
of  our  boats,  officers,  and  men  were  killed  or  ta- 
ken.   Our  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  was  70, 
but  the  enemy  from  their  situation  suflfered  al- 
mofl:  nothing. 

This  misfortune  created  at  that  time  a  gloomy 
fensatiom  It  w^as  certainly  imprudent  to  enter 
the  creek,  as  our  people  were  thereby  placed  in 
a  fituation  where  neither  courage  nor  naval  skill 
could  avail,  againfl  their  inviuble  foe  ;  but  as 
the  objed:  had  it  been  attainable,  was  great,  and 
this  imprudence,  the  efFecfl:  of  an  excefs  of  zeal 
in  the  service  whereon  they  were  employed, 
what  good  fu!  je£t  can  censuie  the  motive,  how-r 
ever  much  he  may  regret  the  iflTue  ?  The  block- 
ade of  Sacket's  Harbour  being  soon  raifed,  the 
enemy  continued  to  get  forward  by  water,  the 
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guns  and  ftores  for  their  fleet,  and.regarned,  the 
command  of  Lake  Ontario,  from  July  to  Odto-- 
I     ber  1 8 14. 

Towards  spring,  18 14,  fo  inveterate  was  Sir 
George's  rage  for  a^.nlftices,  notwithftadding 
the  injurious  corifequences  of  the  former  to  the 
military  fervice,  that  a  negoclation  for  another 
was  fet  on  foot,  and  defeated  folely  from  the  re- 
fufal  of  our  Admiral  drl  the  American  ilation  to 
concur  in  it.  The  Americans  gave  out  that  the 
propofmori  canle  from  Sir  George,  which  I  be* 
lieve,  becaufe  dth^rwife  he  would  have  met  it  at 
once,  by  a  dif edt  negative,  that  would  have  en- 
ded all  difcufBon  ori  the  filbjedtp 

In  January  1814^  whilft  the  Legiflature  was 
fitting  at  Quebec,  Sir  George  made  k  trip  to 
Montreal  from  no  military  motive,  that  has  ever 
been  difeovered  or  assigned,  during  wtiich  the 
ibeh  AJfembly  was  aftive  in  preparing  mifthief. 
ThatSelBon  was  aftdririy  one,  and  ending  iri 
March,  the  Head  Quarcers  were  fe-transferredi 
to  Montreal, 

Iri  a  fliort  tinie  our  poft  at  La  Colle  Mill,  idm- 
mended  by  Major  Handcock,  of  the  J3th  regt* 
was  attacked  by  aboiit  3000  of  Genefal  Wilkia* 
fon's  arniy  from  Plattfburg,  furnifhed  with  can- 
non, who  were  moft  gallantly  repulfed  with  fe- 
vere  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  by  a  compara- 
tive handful  of  men.  Our  lofs  was  about  6o, 
A  part  of  our  flotilla  aided  in  producing  this  foir- 
tunate  refult.   Soon  after  the  navigation  opened 

x>  upon 
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tipon  lake  Champlam,  Gapt.  Prlng,  in  the  naval 
command  there,  sailed  fromi  Ifle  aux  Nolx  with 
our  flotilla,  then  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy. 
Which  had  wintered  in  Otter  Creek,  where  they 
had  a  fhip-yard  employed  in  conftrilfling  a  force 
intended  to  furpafs  ours.    Capt  Pring  in  con- 
fequence  applied  to  Sir  George  for  fbme  troops 
to  accompany  him,  with  a  view  of  attempting 
to  deitroy  this  eftabiifhment,  and  the  vcffels  in 
that  Creek,  whether  afloat  or  upon  the  ftocks, 
which,  next  to  Sacket's  Harbour,  w^as  an  objedl 
worth  atrial  at  fome  riik.    As  usual,  the  appli- 
cation was  refufed.  When  Capt.  Pring  returned 
from  his  cruize  off  that  creek,  he  reported  to  Sir 
George  what  might  have  been  done  by  a  joint  at-^ 
tack^  and  then  he  was  offered  afliftance,  but  the 
Capt»  replied,  that  it  was Az/if ,  as  the  en- 
emy had  taken  alarm  and  prepared  accordingly. 

Sir  George  had  the  extraordinary  fatality  of 
either  never  attempting  an  a£tive  operation,  or 
of  thinking  of  it  only  when  the  time  for  practi- 
cal execution  was  paft. 

As  the  feafon  for  aftion  advanced,  to  the  af- 
toniftiment  of  every  one,  there  was  formed  at 
Chamblyy  what  is  called  a  Camp  of  Injlrutlion^ 
comprifing  the  greater  part  of  the  force  above 
enumerated,  and  from  which  might,  and  ought 
to  have  been  detached,  a  force  for  the  attack  of 
Sackett's  Harbor  i  or  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  Niagara  frontier,  ferioufly  threatened  as  it 
then  was  with  inva/ion^  ia  tjiejppiaioa  qf  e^ry 
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per  Ton  who  had  eyes  to  fee  or  ears  to  hear.  Ttad 
the  firft  mentioned  obje<^  been  attained,  the  en- 
eTiy  would  not  have  ventured  to  crofs  into  Up- 
per Canada;  orifSh"  ^eorge  was  obftinately 
bent  on  letting  Sacket  'fe  alone,  the  reinforcement 
of  the  Niagara  frontier  became  the  more  ioiperi- 
oufly  neceflary  to  fecure  it  againft  the  enemy's 
acciTOiilating  force^  which  had  been  even  feen 
by  feme  of  our  own  officers  in  returning  from 
captivityy  But  vyhpfe  reports  thereon  were  utter- 
ly difregarded. 

Thus  the  Camp  abovesaid furniftied  the  means 
of  iiiJlruBion  to  the  enemy  upon  the  f aid  frontier  ^ 
by  allowing  them  to  pradife  againft  our  very 
'inferior  force,  but  of  dejlru^iio?:  to  our  troops  there 
■employed^  who  were  thereby  doomed  to  combat 
againd  fearful  odds,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter, 
which  is  quite  in excufable,  feeing  we  had  the 
means  of  prevention  in  our  power  ;  for  fo  infat- 
uated was  Sir  George,  that  not  a  ni^n  was  fent 
from  Lower  Canada  to  their  aid,  until  the  I  2th 
of  July,  after  our  firft  difafter  near  Chippewa 
w^asknpwp* 

If  it  be  faid  that  there  was  norftibfiftence  for 
,^n,  increafed  -number  of  troops -ar-lh^t  dift^nce, 
I  will  anfwer  by  arfkii^g,  why  the  mean^  of  coi^'- 
-Tey  ing  provifions  had  been  n^gled^d  to  be  pro- 
vided in  due  feafon  ?  and  further  I;  will  afk, 
whether  the  refource?  of  a  great  provifioo  coun- 
try, viz.  that  of  Long  Point  upoQ  ;L  vkerErie 
and  its  cir(?uit,  vv:e]re\nQt  l>oft  ,tpt.  .u^        ,Mt  to 
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be  defirry^d  by  the  enemy,  from  our  not  fend* 
ing  trcops  for  its  prcte£|:ioji  ?^  Had  a  regiment 
been  lent  th^re  ,eg.rly,  In  1 8 14  U  ..^yould  have  fe- 
cured  fubriftencein.floiu"  to  our^wl^Qle  force  on 

the  Niagara, Jine.  '  '  " 

From  the  efid  of  May,  reinforcements  from 
Great  Britain,"  Ireland  andth'e  Wefl  Indies  came 
in  ;  but  \}r£accurfed  Cump  of  infirtiaion  contin- 
iSed,'  V^^b^rt  t6  our  aft™ilbr^ient  in  Jii  Ju- 
^y,  fucb  a  numerous  body  of  troops  arrived  from 
Bordeaux,' t  :^ar  it -became  -evident  Sir  George 
W2rS  quite  bewildered  thereby;  "  Piece  meal  rein- 
foixements  were  now  difpatcbed  to  Upper  Can- 
da,  and  a  veiy  large  force  kept  below  to  do 
Jhwethi>ig  'yhViX  what  it  was,  remained  doubtful, 
.  although  a/ buftle  of  preparation  began  acrofs 
the  riyerj  which  .was  continued  tor  months  at 
infinite  expence.  , '  : 

The  public  *nriin  J  was  now  buoyed  up  with 
the  hope'(^f  at  J'aft  feeing  (tbit  favorite  dbjedt  of 
•primary  irnportance  to  the  prbte£liori  of  the  Ca- 
jiadas)  /Z?^  deJlruElion  of  the  depot  at  Sdcketfs  Har^ 
jhpr^  accompiijp^d.^    .  . 

'  The  foiiildatlon  'of  that  hope  refted  upon  Ita 
being  worthy  of  'eVe'ry  ^  effort  and  every  rifk, 
which  was  flreirigthened  by  feeing  fo  many  more 
troopSj'  t-han  eu^  chief  had  i^fked  for;  or  knew 
how  to  employ.  "  It  was  therefore  thought,  that 
be  woulti  h^le  felt  hinifelf  cbmpelied  to  think 
bf  Sackeffs  H&rdory  knd  tbnt  onlyy  until  its  cap- 
ibre  was  effefted^ 

it....        .  >   ■..   , .  In 
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In  an  evil  hour  liowevei,  and  by  fome  Ttfange 
perverfity  of  intellfd,  S*r  George  fliunned  that 
place  as  a  peftilence,  and  went  off  with  i  2,ooq 
men  to  Plattfourg,  which  fome  li.ittered'^th^ 
ft'lves  proceeded  f'-om  awifti  to 'whet  his  appe- 
tite, until  the  large  fliip  at  Kingflon  was  ready 
but  when  he  was  feen  to  leturn  under  a  Turfelt 
of  his  own  creation,  all  hope  was  loft,  and  the 
moft  glooniy  defpair  and  indlgnatioa  fucceeded. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Plattfburgh,  fuph  a  fcene 
of  military  imbecibil/ty  on"his  part  was  witnefied, 
as  is  incredible*  He  neither  evinced  the  fmal- 
left  conibination  of  plan,  or  vigor  of  execution  5 
nor  v^as  any  objeft  of  the  expedition  vifible,  un- 
lefs  through  its  effeft,  that  of  bringing  on  the 
deftruftiori  of  ourjie^t^  without  making  an  ef- 
fort to  fave  it,  or  to  refcue  the  army  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  tame  fpeftators  of  that  deft-ruc- 
tion. '  Woujd  to  God  that  this  fatal  expedition 
could  be  blbtteS  out  from  hiftory.  It  cafts  an 
indelible  ftain  upon  our  arm^,  (in  as  far  as  tfie 
condudl  of  a  commander,  in  fpite  of  the  feelings 
and  high  fpirit  of  the  gallant  troops  und  er  his  or* 
ders,  could  do)  that  can  never  be  fufficiently 
deplored. 

As  k  is  to  become  a  fubjeft  of  military  invefti- 
gation,  I  ftould  have  declined  a  previous  inqui- 
ry into  Its  demerits,  had  the  queftion  hot  been 
forced  upon  me  by  the  intemperate  zeal, and 
fulfome  compliments  of  his  friends  and  addret- 
fers,  who  *ill  infift  upon  his  eondud  therein 
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being  a  mafter-plece  of  military  skill,  found 
jadgixient,  and  great  humanity.    To  go  to  trial 
with  fuch  pocket-fulls  of  fignatures  to  addreffes, 
prptmod  in  the  manner,  and  by  the  arts  which 
were  ttctonous,  and  thofe  from  perfons  where- 
of not  one  in.  a  thoufand  was  capable  of  under- 
ftanding  the  fubjedl  matter  upon  which  he  wa$ 
made  fo  peremptorily  to  pronounce  an  unquali- 
fied decifion,  .cairies,  in  m*y  mind,  the  appear- 
ance of  an  attempt  to  brow-beat  government  and 
his  court-martial  into  an  acquittal,  right,  or 
wrong,  under  an  idea  of  inverting  injurious 
Gonfequences  in  this  country.    AH  this  will  do 
him  injury  inftead  of  good  ;  for  truth  and  jus- 
tice will  prevail,  and  whatfoever  the  refuit  o£ 
the  trial  may  b;^,  it  will  be  quietly  fiibmltted  to 
here,  the  opinion  of  fycophants  tp  the  contrarj^ 
notwithftanding.  , 

Captain  Downie  of  the  Royal  Na^y  arrived 
from  Kingflon  to  take  the  command^f  the  fleet 
at  Ifle  aux  Noix,  a  week  after  the  Confiance, 
6ur  lafgeft  v^flel,  ^^sts  launched,  and  about  15 
days  before  the  fatal  adioa.    The  greater  part 
of  his  crew  had  juli  arrived,  or  were  artiv  ing, 
teing  drafts  from  difiererit  ftiips,  and  unkno\^[h 
to  the  officers  and  to  each  other.    There  ^vis 
^o  leifure  for  difciplini^  previous  -to  the  attack, 
"'^s  the  whole  time ^  was  n^cefljirily  oecupie^  in 
^the  t?]gg'ing  .and^equjpment  of  th^  fleet,  to  na^|t 
r^ir  Georg^^^^  for  co-pperatiop, 

as  the  feafon  w^^  ,  ^.dyancing.    So  hurried  ag.d 

^  nv\e. 
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one  inftance  of  it  la  this  maTefial  point,  tkat 
when  the  veflels  were  fweeping  up  the  Lake  a* 
gainft  the  wind,  the  joiners  were  at  work  in 
one  of  the  Confiance's  magazines ;  and  the 
powder  in  a  beat  along-fide,  wbilft  the  carpen* 
tersat  the  fame  time  were  buiy  in  fixing  ring- 
bolts, &c.  for  the  guns  and  carronades,  with  fhot 
lockers,  &c.  All  this  was  known  to  Sir  George, 
and  yet  his  impatience  at  the  delay  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  fleet  before  Plattsburgh  was 
extreme. 

Poor  Downie  was  placed  in  a  fad  dilemma; 
for  from  circumftances  whereof  he  had  heard 
in  refped  to  another  quarter,  he  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  Sir  George  would  fifli  for  am 
opportunity  of  throwing  upon  him  the  confe- 
quences  of  keeping  the  army  idle,  from  an  al- 
ledgedwantof  Ipeedy  co-operation,  or  of  fur- 
niiliing  an  cxcufe  for  its  retreat ;  and  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  if  he  went  prematurely  into  a£lion, 
his  own  reputation  niight  be  ruined.  After  fome 
deliberation,  his  zeal  ftept  in  to  make  him  risk 
the  latter  as  the  lefs  of  two  evils.    Many  muft 
recollefl:  the  broad  hints  given  before  the  day  of 
the  adlion,  1^  perfons  belonging  to  Head  Quar- 
ters, who  remained  in  town,  that  the  army  was 
ready,  but  had  been  kept  in  inadlivity  for  fome 
days  at  Plattsburg,  merely  becaufe  the  fleet, 
Jomehow^  had  not  come  up  to  co-operate.  And 
alfo  they  will  recoiled,  how  fuddenly  the  tune 
changed  after  the  adfpn  was  heard  of :  for  thea 
prudcQce  and  humanity  ftept  in,  (the  objed  be- 
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ing  now  gone)  to  effe£l  a  retreat  with  cejerlty, 
and  which  was  managed  without  the  aid  of  na- 
val co-operation. 

The  chapter  of  accidents  was  fadly  againft 
us  in  the  battle  of  the  iith  Sept.  1814.  Thfc 
Confiance  before  flie  got  into  her  ftation,  had 
two  anchors  fhot  away,  and  the  wind  veering 
and  baffling  her,  (he  was  Icompclled  to  anchor 
out  of  hei  intended  ftation  with  the  only  one  that 
remained.    The  gallant  Dov/nie  was  killed  at 
the  commencement.    One  of  our  veflels  got  a* 
ground,  and  thereby  became  ufelefs,  whilft  two 
thirds  of  ourgun  boata  ftiamefuUy  fled,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  ad:ion,  when  it  would  have  been 
ot  immenfe  importance  io  wind  that Jhip  to  bring 
the  guns  of  her  leaft  damaged  fide  to  bear  upon 
the  enemy.    That  operation  was  fo  difficult  from 
having  but  one  anchor  that  it  could  not  be  per- 
formed, as  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy  was  at 
the  time  upon  her,  which  compelled  her  to 
jftrike  when  rn  a  finking  ftate. 

In  order  however  to  convey  ani  accurate  idei 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  expedition  to  Plattf- 
burg,  by  reafoning  upon  Sir  George's  oflGcial 
letter,  I  extras  the  tollowing  pfarts  of  it,  viz. 
— 1  hat  on  the  3d  of  Sept.  our  army  feized 
theenemy  s  entrenchM  camp  at  Champlain  towa 
(what  a  feat  !)  after  it  was  abandoned  by  them  ; 
thaton  the  5th  army  halted  withiri  8  miles  of 
Plattlburg  J  on  the  6th  it  entered  Plattfburg,  ^& 
ter  reverfing  the  pofitiga     Uac  eaemy  at  Dead 

Creek 
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Creek,  w"hich  they  abaadoned  and  left  to  be 
defended  by  the  gun  boats  "  He  then  defcribes 
the  pofitlon  of  the  enemy  "  on  an  elevated  ridge 
foutb  of  the  Saranac,  with  its  redoubts  &c.  arm- 
ed with  heavy  rrdnance,  with  their  flotilla,  the 
Saratoga,  Surprife,  Thunderer,  Preble,  and  lo 
gun  boats" (which  gun  boats  pleafe  to  remark  rea- 
der, were  a  moment  before  faid  to  be  at  Dead 
Creeky-^  at  anchor  out  of  gun  (hot  from  the  (hore^'* 
Headds,  that  *'he  immediately  communicated  the 
circumftance  to  Captain  Downie,  who  had  the 
Gonfiance,  Linnet,  Broke,  and  Shannon"  (Capt. 
Pring  calls  the  latter  the  Chub  and  Finch)  "  and 
12  gun  boats,  and  requefted  his  co-operation 
[mark  that)  and  in  the  mean  time  batteries  were 
conftrtifted,  Gn  the  morning  of  the  nth  our 
flotilla  was  feen  over  the  ifthmus  of  land  &c* 
(it  feems  he  would  not  truft  to  his  ears,  in  ref- 
peft  to  the  fcaling  of  the  guns  for  a'  fignal  as  a- 
greed  upon)  when  immediately  certain  brigades 
were  ordered  to  advance  to  torce  the  ford  of  the 
Saranac,  and  efcalade  the  enemy's  works  upoa 
the  heights  ;  but  fcarcely  had  the  troops  forced 
a  pafTage  and  afcended  thofe  heights,  when  he 
heard  the  fhout  of  victory  (here  his  ears  appear 
to  have  been  pretty  fharp)  from  the  enemy's 
works,  in  coniequence  of  the  flags  of  the  Con- 
fiance  and  Linnet  being  fl:ruck,  (they  did  not 
ftrike  within  15  minutes  of  each  other)  and  the 
gun  boats  flying."  Finally  he  adds  "  this  un- 
locked for  event,  depriving  me  of  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  fleet"  (but  in  the  name  of  honor  and 
gpod  faith  why  did  you  not  co-operate  before) 

without 
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tvithout  which  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
fervice  was  be:'ome  impracticable  ?  I  did  not  he- 
fitate  to  ^rreft  the  courfe  of  the  troops  advancing 
to  the  attack,  becaitle  the  moft  complete  fuccefs 
would  have  been  unavailing,  aind  the  pofleffiori 
of  the  enemy's  works  offered  no  advantage  to 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  we  riiuft  haYe  foftained 
in  acquiring  poffefTion  of  thent." 

Now  would  it  not  be  fuppofed,  that  all  this 
was  done  in  the  time  that  Sir  George  was  turn- 
ing  bimfelf  round  from  looking  at  the  fleet,  to 
look  at  his  troops,  and  vice  versa  !  but  what 
muft  the  aftonifhment  be,  whea  it  is  found, 
that  the  Confiance  resifted  two  hours  and  a  half^ 
and  the  Linnet  1 5  minutes  longer  !  Surely  the 
troops,  whofe  Commander  was  fo  inipatient  to 
fee  the  fleet  come  up,  ought  to  have  been  ready 
to  have  entered  the  enemy's  works  the  moment  ^ 
they  did  appear.  Had  they  fo  entered,  it  is  un- 
queftionable  that  our  fleet  would  have  been  vie* 
lorious,  or  had  they  been  permitted  to  enter, 
jeven  when  recalled,  it  is  almoft  demonftrable 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  muft  have  furrendered,  or 
at  leaft  ours  have  been  retaken. 

There  may  he  some  truth  in  Sir  George's  offi- 
cial narrative,  but  much  is  concealed.  A  letter 
was  fent  to  Gi;.pt.  Downie,  ftrongly  urging  him. 
to  come  otiy  as  the  army  had  been  long  waiting 
for  his  co-operation^  (ftating  as  a.  proof  of  it, 
that  it  had  been  under  arms  from  day  light  the 
day  before,  in  expectation  of  the  fleet)  and  cloC- 
ing  for  a  hope  that  nothing  \s\xi  the  ftate  of  wind, 

pre- 
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prevented  the  fleet  from  coming  up.  This  iaft 
infinuation  conveyed  more  meaning  than  meets 
the  ear,  as  if  hinting  that  artificial  delays  were 
made.  The  brave  Downie  replied,  that  he  re- 
quired no  urging  to  do  his  duty  ;  that  he  iliould 
be  up  the  firft  fhift  of  the  wind,  and  make  the 
^  fignal  of  hiis  approach  by  fcaling  his  guns. 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word. — The  guns 
were  fcaled  when  he  got  under  weigh,  upon 
hearing  which  Sir  George  iffued  an  order  for 
the  Troops  to  cook^  inftead  of  that  of  injlarit  co-« 
[cperatiGn.  At  length,  when  he  saw  the  feet^  a 
movement  was  ordered,  but  of  courie  too  late^ 
as  fo  Httle  previous  arrangement  had  been  made 
for  being  ready  to  come  into  immediate  contadt 
with  the  enemy^  tiiat  the  troops  put  in  motion, 
had  a  circuit  of  miles  to  m.ake,  and  then  when, 
at  length  clofe  in  with  their  obje£l,  were  recal- 
led the  moment  that  the  fleet  fell. 

As  to  Capt.  Downie  being  urged  by  Sir 
George  to  go  into  adlion,  the  whole  chain  pf 
circumftances  corroborate  the  fact,  and  the  in- 
difcr^tion  of  Major  Coore  in  furniihing  liviqg 
evidence  of  what  the  hero,  now  no  more,  faid.is 
not  more  fortunate  for  the  caufe  of  truth  than 
conclufive  thereon  5  befides  this,  every  profes- 
sional man  knows,  that  no  naval  officer  in  xhis 
fenses,  would  from  choice,  (if  left  to  the  guid- 
ance of  his  own  judgment)  have  gone  into  ac- 
tion with  a  newjhip  ancj  raw  crew^  immediately 
after  her  equipment,  -Authout  a  week  or  ten  days 
to  discipline  that  crew",  an4  accuftom  them  to 
-.ti^eir  stations  an^  quarters,  * 
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Much  ftrefs  is  laid  by  Sir  George  and  his  friends 
upon  the  allegation  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was 
out  of  gun  {hot  from  the  fliore,  which  is  not 
true.  But  why  not  have  entered  the  enemy *s 
works,  and  given  practical  proof  of  the  range  of 
fhot  againft  their  fleet  inftead  of  making  conjec- 
tural aflertions  ?  Had  that  been  done ^  widely 
diflferent  would  have  been  the  iflue. 

So  thoroughly  did  Capt.  Downie  depend  up- 
on co-operation  by  land,  that  he  harangued  his 
men  when  going  into  aftion,  to  this  effeft,*'  My 
lads,  we  fliall  be  immediately  aflfiflied  by  the  ar- 
my afhore — Let  us  fhow  them,  that  our  part  of 
the  duty  is  well  done."  Poor  fellow  how  he 
1/vas  miftaken.  In  io  minutes  after  he  fell,  and 
left  Sir  George  to  tell  his  own  fl;ory. — This 
fpeech  proved  to  have  in  the  end  a  pernicious 
effed:  upon  the  crew,  when  the  promises  it  con- 
veyed, were  feen  not  to  be  fulfilled  aflioie. 

Itisa  faft,  that  the  American  Commodore 
was  fo  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  their  works 
afhore  would  ftill  be  carried,  that  he  did  not 
take  pofTelTion  of  our  vessels  for  a  long  time  af- 
ter the  action  terminated  ;  he'  being  employed 
in  getting  his  own  out  of  reach  from  the  fhore, 
apprehending  that  their  own  batteries  would  be 
turned  againftthem.— In  the  evening  he  expref- 
fed  an  expedation,  that  next  morning  the  Brit- 
ifh  colours  would  be  feen  flyihg  upon  the  A- 
mericait  works ;  and  when  General  Macornb 
came  off  at  day  light,  to  fay  that  our  army  had 
retreated  in  the  night  of  the  iith  leaving  their 

iick 
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fick  and  wounded  behind^  and  destroying  quan- 
tities of  Stores  and  Provlfions,  Commodore  Mc- 
Donough  would  not  credit  the  fad ;  but  when 
it  was  perfifted  In,  he  cautioned  Macomb  to  be- 
ware of  a  rufe  dc  guerre^  as  the  Britifb  army 
would  either  return  next  night,  or  was  then 
proceeding  by  forced  marches  to  Sachett's  Har^ 
hour.  ' 

It  Is  known  that  Macomb,  notwlthftandlng 
all  his  pufFs  about  our  defeat,  was  adually  fitting 
in  gloomy  defpair  upon  a  Gun,  v^hilft  our  troops 
were  advancing  on  the  i  ith,  and  ready  to  fur- 
render  the  moment  that  the  firft  Britifli  Soldier 
appeared  upon  the  parapet  ;  and  when  it  was 
notified  that  they  had  fuddenly  halted,  and  were 
then  on  the  retreat,  jie  started  up  almost  frantic 
with  joy,  and  could  hardly  believe  the  evidence 
of  his  fenfes.— He  had  only  with  him  about  1500 
of  the  refufe  of  the  American  troops  on  the 
Plattsburg  duty,  the  efFeftives  having  previoufly 
marched  off  for  Sackett's  Harbour  under  Gener- 
al Izard.  To  this  may  be  added  perhaps  3000 
militia,  chiefly  colleiled  after  Sir  George  halted 
on  the  6th  at  Plattsburg,  and  on  which  day,  he 
might  have  entered  their  works  almoft  without 
oppofition,  had  our  troops  not  been  kept  back 
Jhr  a  grand  coup^  and  behold  its  Jiiiale^  !  1 1 

As  to  faving  of  men  by  the  retreat  aftei  this 
lofs  of  our  fleet,  it  is  well  fcilown  that  twice  the 
number  were  loft  by  defertion,  that  an  aflault 
Would  have  cofl:  us  ;  and  this  he  knew  at  the 
time  he  wrote,  that  "  the  pofTeffion  of  the  ene- 
my 
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enemy's  works  offered  us  no  advantage  to 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  we  muft  have  fuiiain« 
.  "  ed  in  acquiring  poffeffion  of  them." 

Did  Sir  George  really  believe,  that  we  had 
loflthe  ufe  of  our  reafoning  faculties  ?  was  the 
grouod  upon  which  tbe  men^  artillery^  and  Jlores- 
at  Smcmac Jlood^  the  objeft  of  capture  ?  or  w^as 
it  not  (afluredly  it  was)  the  men^  artillery^  and 
stores^  Jlanding  upon  that  ground !  and  if  fo,  why 
were  they  fiiffered  to  efcape  ?  Surely  the  milita- 
ry charadler  of  the  gallant  army  committed  to 
his  charge,  and  the  manes  of  the  gallant  Downie, 
who  perifhed  under  fuch  cireumftances,  required 
fome  facrifices* 

I  wonder  in  what  fchool  Sir  George  leaf nt  the 
luimiliating  doctrine,  that  a  Britifli  Soldier's  life 
is  more  valuable , to  him  than  his  military  honor; 
and  yet  to  juftify  fuch  a  retreat,  that  principle 
muft  be  afllimed. 

Did  not  the  lofs  of  our  fleet  require  a  military 
set  c^?  and  did  not  that  lofs  ablblutely  impofe 
it  upon  Sir  George  as  an  imperious  duty  to  fur- 
ni£h  that  set  off^  by  capturing  the  enemy's  army^ 
to  prevent  the  effed:  which  a  retreat  under  fuc1i 
circumftances  muft  produce,  ornamented  as  he 
well  knew  it  would  be  by  American  gafconade^ 
1  he  mifchievous  moral  effed  of  the  Plattsburg 
bufinefs,  has  been,  and  will  be  incalculable  both 
.  in  America  and  in  Europe  ;  f or  that  will  be  heard 
of  in  many  countries  and  places,  where  it  will 
iiot  be  known,  that  the  commander  alone  'was 
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Ucime^  and  the  army  under  him  mdignant  On  the 
occafion. 

Were  the  events  of  Sir  George's  command, 
and  efpecially  the  expeditions  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor and  Plattsburgto  become  examples  for  the 
Britifh  Army  to  follow  ;  from  poffeffing  the 
hearts  of  Lions,  they  would  foon  be  reduced  to 
the  timidity  of  Lambs  ;  and  the  future  enquiries 
of  military  men  would  be,  not  who  had  nobly 
done  his  duty,  but  who  had  avoided  a  battle^  or 
who  had  contrived  to  efcape  unhurt. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  hi^  General  Orders  and 
bfficial  letters  w^erc  often  coiiipofed  with  a  view 
to  deceiv.e  at  a  diftance  ;  and  his  Plattsburg  let^ 
ter  furnifhes  direct  proof  of  this  accufatton  be- 
ing eorred.     It  is  dated  there  the  iith  of 
September  1814,  as  if  written  on  the  fpot  im- 
mediately after  the  naval  battle,  and  before  the 
degrading  retreat  commenced,  whereas  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  letter  did  not  go  from  Canada 
until  it  was  carried  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brentou 
who  failed  from  Brandy  Pots  on  the  9th  of  QQu 
consequently  it  was  written  in  Montreal  long 
after  the  date  it  bears.— In  proof  of  this,  read  the 
following  paragraph  of  that  letter,  "  As  the 
troops  concentrated  and  approached  the  line 
"  of  feparation  between  this  Province,''  (is  Platts- 
burg then  in  Canada)  "  and  the  United  States, 
the  American  army  &c."  What  a  fad  flip  of  the 
pen  or  memory  is  here !  But  if  for  Plattsburg 
lich  September,  there  be  fubftituted  Montreal 
aift  Sept,  or  any  fubiequent  day,  then  the  blun- 
der 


(      122  ) 

der  wil!  be  explained. — It  is  true  that  fuch  was 
the  celerity  of  his  perfonal  retreat,  that  on  the 
13th  he  iffaed  an  order  dated  at  Odell-Town  ; 
but  I  ftrrngly  fufped  that  on  the  I  ith  after  the 
adion  he  was  not  in  a  ftate  to  write  letters  any 
where. — Another  proof  of  its  having  been  writ- 
ten at  Montreal,  and  not  at  Plattsburg,  is,  that  in 
the  firft  General  Order  afterwards,  the  gun-boats 
were  in  a  manner  commended  for  effefting 
their  retreat  in  fafety  (propably  from  the  fym- 
pathetic  feeling  of  the  moment)  whereas  in  the 
revifion  of  that  order,  they  are  left  out,  but  men- 
tioned in  this  falfe  dated  letter  as  fiying  ;  becaufe 
upon  refledlion^  their  not  having  done  their  duty^ 
might  lead  people  afide  from  the  confideraiion 
that  be  had  not  done  his  own, 

/  But  why  was  the  letter  dated  at  Pittsburgh  ? 
Truly  juft  to  deceive  yohn  Bull^  and  prevent  the 
Beceffity  of  then  letting  him  know,  how  many 
men  were  loft  by  defertion  in  that  memorable 
retreat,  and  what  quantity  of  provifions  and 
ftores  vAre  deftroyed  in  it,  or  during  the  expe- 
dition. 

VERITAS. 

Montreal,  33d  May,  18 15. 


No.  VIII. 
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[NO.  VIIL] 

To  the  Editor  of  tile  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

The  enemy,  as  before  mentioned,  having 
been  fuffered  to  mature  without  coiinteraftioni 
their  preparations  for  another  invafion  of  the 
Niagara  Hne  in  tJpper  Canada,  whilft  Sir  George 
U-as  occupied  with  parade  in  the  Lower  Province; 
they  crofled  over  about  godo  men,  on  the  3d  of 
July,  1 8 14,  under  General  Brown,  part  above 
and  part  below  Fort  Erie,  which  was  immediate- 
ly invefted  and  fummoned  ;  and  being  in  a  si- 
tuatioii  incapable  of  effectual  deferlce,  it  fuiren- 
.dered. 

After  this,  they  desceticfed  tdwards  Chipewa^ 
and  on  the  5th,  Major  General  Riall  ar^itlcipat- 
ed  them  by  marching  out  frorri  our  lines,  and 
attacking  them  at  Street's  Creek,  a  fliort  diftance 
above.  After  a  fevere  conflift,  our  very  infer i* 
or  force,  confiftiilg  at  moft  of  1500  meri^  com-^ 
posed  of  a  part  of  the  Royal  Scots,  and  King*s 
regiment^  locth  regt.  a  few  of  the  Royal  Artil* 
lery,  and  19th  Dragoons,  with  some  militia^ 
ce'iczj^  obliged  to  retire  to  the  pofition  at  Ch'^pewa^ 
with  the  losfs  of  5od  killed  and  wouaded.  la 
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the  former  lift  were  6  oflicere.,  half  of  theni 
r.  lltia,  aod  in  rte  l-^itttT,  25  officers,  whereof  3 
were  mrdtia.    Ti-e  Royai  Scots  and  iccth  were 
the  chief  fufferers.    Lieut.  Col,  Gordon  coni-^ 
jTianding  the  Ibrmer,  and  i  ieut.  Col.  the  Ivjar- 
quis  flweeddale  t^  e  latter,  were  among  the 
wounded.    The  latter  officer  had  only  joined 
tlie  d  y  hefore,  and  it  is  certainly  a  proud  cori- 
fideration,  and  a  favorahle  omen  to  our  country, 
to  see  men  of  high  rank  among  the  moft  for- 
wwd  in  purfuit  of  military  f^me,  and  incurring 
tail  the  risks  and  privations  incident  to  the  hon* 
orable  profession  of  arms  throughout  the  wan 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  militia  of  the  neigh- 
/        borhood  under  Lieuc.^  Col  Dickfon,  bore  their 
fhare  in  the  dangers  and  lofses  of  the  day.  > 

General  Rial!  finding  his  positiod  ttifned  af- 
ter this  aftion,  retreated  towards  Fort  George, 
-  |r  to  which,  and  Forts  Niagara  and  MiffifTaga, 
having  thrown  an  additional  force,  hie  made  a 
rapid  fianic  movement,  and  gained  the  20  milfe 
creek,  on  the  route  to  Burlington^  thereby  pre- 
ferving  his  commuriicatioos  froni  below.  This 
foiled  the  enemy  in  tlieir  views,  ivhich  were  tp 
iia\e  proceeded  by  forced  marches  to  get  poffef- 
iion  oi  that  pjl^  and  infoUte  our  force  upon  tlid 
Niagara  lii3e,  wi  iUi  their  fleet,  under  Commo- 
dore Chauncey^  was  expected  to  cut  off  our  fup- 
plies  and  reinforcements  from  Kingftoxi^  as  alfo 
to  co-opei  are  m  ulterior  proceefungs  againft  our 
tiroops  fo  ihfulaied     f^ortunately  Chauneey  was 

riiV'  Geoewl 
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General  RTall's  attack  upon  ^he  enetr^v,  under, 
lb  great  a  difpropoi  tion  of  force,  as  probably 
to  I,  has  been  censured  as  rafli  by  many  ;  but 
iHe  probability  is,^ 'tb^?t  If  he  had  not  done  fo^ 
and  broke  in  upoif  fteir  plan  of  operations,  b^ 
that  daring  and  unexpcfted  manoeuvre^  thejr 
probably,  "without  the  aid  of  their  flef  t,  would 
(by  appearing  to  threaten  an  attack  \ipon  our 
lines  at  Cbipewa)  have  marched  to  their  left, 
^nd  ..have  a£lually  .  cut  off  our  commu^iicatipa' 
Vrith,  Burlington,  as  originally  intended. 

'  In  this  view  of  the  subjecfl^  his  attack  .was  for« 
tiin3te,  aud  the  retreaV  afterwards  iiiade.  By  hinij 
ildeferving  of  credit^  frorn  having  been  effefted 
in  good  crrder,  'without  lofs  of  ill  en,  artillery, 
sft't-^r,,  or  baggage  ;  fb  that  the  confidence  of  his' 
tiQQp?  remained,  unabated.  H^d  he  retreated 
If  I  .the.  firft  ihftance  without  fighting,'  the  prd-: 
bahll  ty  is,  that  his  men  would  have  been  dis« 
girire^^  as  cvpnfidering  fuch  a  retrogijade  move- 
jp,ent  then  pxemature. 

.  It  Is  fa  id  that  General  Riall  was  ignorant  o£ 
the  whole  force  of  fhe  enemy  being  unitedj  and' 
lie  doubtless  cdnfid^red  it  important  in '  fuch  'cafe! 
td\crippre  tfiem,^  before  the Jtmftion  could  be' 
formed,  or  their  fleet  appear.  ' 

jThat  officer  >b.eing  afterwards  r<$inforced,  ad- 
•variced,  and  tookaip  apdfition  aWut  the  20th  of 
July, /at .  the  i  is2  ;.mile  Creek.    ^  he  enemy,  on 
the  i^thSdvanced^  ftrong  column  from  Queen- 
ftoiCtow^rdsjiEan  G^ojrge^:  w^^^  the  appea;-anc^  • 
''''  '  0^2      '  of 
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«)f  eftablifhing  themfelyes  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
j^Ut  Lieut.  Col  Tucker,  who  was  left  in  qom- 
itnand  of  the  Forts,'  haying  marched  out  from 
Fort  Miffiflago,  at  the  fame  |ime  that  a  detach* 
Hient  moved  from  Fort  George,  they  faw  fucb  a 
reception  preparing  for  them,  as  induced  them 
%o  give  up  their  intentions  and  retire. 

A  few  nights  before,  a  very  neat  affair  upon 
a  fmall  fcale,  took  place  between  a  party  of  the 
King's  regiment,  confifting  of  32  men  of  the 
light  company,  under  Major  Evans,  who  had 
volunteered  his  fervices  on  the  occasion,  and  up- 
wards of  350  of  the  enemy.  In  which  the  A- 
merican  General  Swift  was  killed,  and  the  form- 
er, although  at  one  time  furrounded,  extricated 
himie]f  dud  party  with  much  skill  and  gallantry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  July,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Tucker  with  part  of  the  garrifoh  Xjf  Fort 
George,  4nd  of  the  89th  Regt.  drove  the  ene- 
piy  from  liewis  Town,  on  thefouth  fide  of  the 
fJiagara  RJver,  bringing  away  without  lofs,  fome 
baggage,  tdnts  and  provifions.  "'The  fame  day 
General  Brown  began  to  retire  from  Queenfton. 
towards  Chipewa,  when  finding  himfelf  preffed 
hy  Major  General  Riall,  with  about  1500  regu- 
lars and  incorjporated  militia,  exclufive  of  Indi- 
ans, 'who  had  advanced  upon  his  flank  from  the 
12  mile  creek  ;  and  conceiving  that  by  a  prompt 
^idvance  againft  fo  fmall  a  force,  he  might  diC- 
Comfit  them  before  they  could  be  reinforced,  de- 
termined, at  6  in  the>evenitig,  to  attack  them  at 
liuady^  JLane,  b«low  Ghlpewa,  The 


(  ) 


unequa!  Gonteft  was  maintained  bravely  for  fome 
time,  but  being  overpowered,  our  troops  were 
retreating,  when  General  Druniinond  corning 
.up  with  detachments  of  the  Royals,  King's  and 
89th  Regts,  ordered  them  :0gain  to  advance^ 
when  the  conteft  wjs  fuiioully  continued  for 
fome  time  ;  but  on  the  arrival  of  Col.  Scott's 
brigade,  confiiung  of  a  part  of  the  Royals,  Kings 
and  103d,  in  all  about  1200  or  ijo-j  men,  the 
conflict  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fpirit  oa 
both  fides,  and  continued  until  paft  midnight, 
whea  the  enemy  retreated  precipitately  to  Chi- 
pewa,  leaving  a  field  piece  and  a  ho  witzer,  with 
two  tumbrils  in  our  pofleffion.  They,  at  one 
tntney  had  pofleffion  of  tfiree  of  our  field  pieces, 
whichwere  foon  recovered*  Theenemy's  lofswas 
about  1500,  and  amongil  them  Generals  Browa 
and  Scott,  and  many  field  ofxicers  wounded* 
Ours  about  90P  in  all. 

The  condudl  of  our  regular  troops  was  mod; 
gallant,  and  the  incorporated  militia  emulated 
them,  and  fuflained  a  fevere  lofs,  The  coolnefs^' 
intrepidity  and  zeal  of  General  Drummond, 
could  not  be  furpalTed  ;  for  although  he  received 
a  bad  wound  in  the  neck,  he  carefully  concealed 
k,  and  remained  in  the  field,  animating  the 
troops,  until  the  whole  was  over.  General  Riall 
waafeverely  wounded  and  rnade  prifoner  by  fome 
of  the  enemy's  horfe-,  which  at  onetime  had  got 
ipto  our  rear.  T^le  conflict  being  in  the  dark, 
various  miflakes  of  friends  for  foes,  and  vice  ver-: 
[^^.jfp^Q  mad^,    Lieut.  Colonel  Morrifon^  Bgths 

;  Lieut, 
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Lieut.  Col.  Pearfon,  Infpeftlng  Field  OfRcer^ 
and  Lieut,  Cpl.  Robinfon,  commanding  the  in- 
corporated Militia,  weri"  alfo  feyerely  wounded. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Hamilton,  cornmanding  the  Se- 
dentary Militia  had  the  good  fortune  not  to  be 
hurt,  although  his  exertions  did  him  great  ere-- 
CI  it.  Of  inferior  officers,  above  40  were  killed 
and  wounded,  of  which  18  militia. 

It  IS  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  conteft  had, 
not  happened  in  day  light,  and  in  an  open  coun- 
try, where  fuperiority  of  discipline  could  have 
been  made  available,  againft  the  great  difpro- 
portion  of  numbers,  that  we  had  to  encounterj 
which  were  then  above  two  to  one,  even  after; 
General  Drummond,  with  th^  reiaforc^ment^. 
came  up. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  the  enemy  retreated 
crofs  the  Chipewa  towards  Fort  Erie,  laying 
wafte  the  country,  and  deftroyingthe  Bridges, 
having  previoully  burnt  Street's  mill  and  th^  vil- 
lage of  Saint  David's,  Had  we  pofTefTed  the 
means  of  immediate  purfuit,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt,  that  they  would  have  been  driven  back 
10  their  own  territory ;  confequently  the  fatal 
neglcd:  to  fenu  up  timely  reinforcenients^  cannot, 
be' too  often  deplored. 

Our  troops  moved  on  with  caution,  and  took 
lip  a  pofition  before  Fort  Erie,  but  the  enemy 
iad  in  the  mean  time  eftablifhed  themfelves  to 
great  advantage  by  abattis  and  other  works,  par- 
ticularly on  fnake  hill,  and  alfo  by  ftrcngthent 
in'g  the  Fort. 
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On  tlie  3d  df  Auguft  a  well  conceived  plan 
was  foniied  agalnft  Black  Rock,  which  had  it 
been  executed  as  iiltended,  the  enerny  at  Fort 
Erie  muft  have  been  reduced  to  the  iir^ori:  |)fenl^ 
it  not  to  a  furrender^  by  reafon  of  the  intercep- 
tion or  deftrildiori  of  theirfupplies  fromtnc  -tates. 

About  1006  men  croi%d  over  to  the  Ameri- 
can fide  below  Saake  ifland,  under  Lieut.  Coh 
Tucker,  but  byfonne  unaccountable  fatality,  that 
jpart  of  the  troops  who  got  over  firft,  neglet^led 
to  occupy  a  brl:ige,  over  which  the  whole  were 
topafs,  and  the  enenny  were  thereby  enabled  to 
fecure  it  by  a  fui^all  corps  of  Riflemen,  who  threw 
in  fuch  a  fire  upon  our  people,  when  they  at- 
tempted to  pafs,  as  to  create  a  confufion  that 
ended  in  a  precipitate  retreat,  whereby  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  was  completely  fruftrated. 
Had  it  fucc ceded,  an  attack  upon  Fort  Erie  was^ 
intended  then  to  have  been  alfo  made. 

An  affault  upon  that  pofition  was  however 
ftill  contemplated,  and  as  a  rtieafure  preparatory 
thereto,  Captain  Dobbs,  of  the  Royal  Navy^ 
with  a  body  of  seamen,  wefe  conveyed  by  land^ 
as  alfo  boats  into  Lake  Erie.  On  the  night  of 
the  I  ith  Auguft,.  1 8 14,  they  descended  that  lake 
and  in  a  mafterly  ftyle,  boarded  and  carried  the 
cjnemy^s  armed  Schooner  Somers,  of  2  long  1 2 
pounders,  and  the  Porcupine,  of  one  long  i  2^ 
each  was  commanded  by  a  Naval  Lieut,  and  each 
had  35  men  :— a  third  vefTel  of  same  force  ef- 
taped  capture  by  an  accident.  The  three  were 
at  anchtar  oft  Fort  Erict   The  two  which  we 

cap» 
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captured  went  down  the  rapids,  into  the  rear  df 
our  troops.  Oar  loss  was  Lieut.  Radi:iiffe,  of 
the  Navy,  and  two  seamen  kille  ^,  with  4  wound- 
ed.   That  of  the  enemy  was  8  in  all, 

It  no  doubt  was  intended  that  the  general  as^ 
sault  upon  their  works,  fnould  have  fpeedily 
followed  the  capture  of  the  veffels,  hut -::ircum- 
ftances  occurred  to  delay  it  until  the  15th  before 
day.  At  ttie  outset^  we  had  a  fair  profpetfl  of 
fuccefs,  our  troops  having  entered  their  works 
at  feveral  points,  but  efpe.ially  having  eilabliihed 
themfelves  in  Fort  Erie,  when  unhappily  an  ex- 
plofion  there  took  place,  (whether  from  accident 
^or  defign,  is  ftill  a  contefted  point,  bu|  L  think 
the  former)  which  deftroyed  fo  many  of  our  of- 
ficers and  men,  as  to  occafioo  the  reft  to  retire 
with  precipitation. 

Our  lofs  was  moft  fevere,  being  In  all  in  kiU 
led,  wounded,  an^i  prifoners,  about  900  ;  and  in 
this  lofs  was  cornprifcd  fome  moft  valuable  offi- 
cers, amongft  whom  were  CoL  Scott  and  Lieut. 
Col.  Drummond,  with  others  of  inferior  rank. 
The  lift  of  wounded  officers,  including  prifoners, 
was  above  3c. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  muft  have  been  much 
inferior.  The  refult  of  this  attack  is  greatly  to  be 
lamented,  as  the  lofs  it  coft  us  was  moft  heavy  ; 
but  I  can  by  no  means  confider  the  implied  cen- 
fure  thereon  by  Sir  George  Prevoft,  as  founded 
upon  found  military  principles.  The  ground 
thereof  wa&,  iiom  its  being  a  night  attack  j  now 
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in  almoft  every  inftjl^ce,  of  a  defperate  a^ack 
upon  fortified  pofitions,  it  has  been  done  at 
night,  and  for  this  reafon,  that  the  troops  in 
advancing,  are  covered  by  the  darknefs  from 
that  precifion  in  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  whicli 
would  otherwife  be  deftrudive. 

There  is  a  recent  proof  of  this,  in  General 
Lambert's  difpatches,  for  he  affigns  it  as  one 
caufe  of  the  failure  at  New  Orleans,  that  the  at- 
tack, although  intended  to  be  before  day,  was 
from  various  caufes  delayed  fo  long,  that  our 
troops  could  be  feen  at  zoo  yards  diftance  from 
the  enemy's  lines  as  they  advanced  to  the  affault. 

It  is  hardly  fair  in  thofe  who  rifk  nothing  ei- 
ther by  day  or  night,  to  cenfure  thofe  who  do  ; 
but  there  is  more  propriety  in  the  remark,  that 
as  the  82d  was  not  far  off,  and  the  6th  regt.  fol- 
lowing in  fuccelRon,  thefe  circumftances  furnifh- 
ed  good  reafon  for  delayingthe  attack  until  tl  eir 
arrival.  There  is  however  in  oppofition  to  that, 
the  emulation  and  ze^il  of  thofe  brave  men,  who 
fealei  their  opinions  with  their  lives  upon  the 
occafion. 

The  wounds  of  General  Brown  were  fuch  that 
he  refigned  the  command  to  General  Gaines, 
for  fome  time,  but  was  able  to  refume  it  again 
in  Septemben  The  enemy's  fleet  was  fupeiior 
to  ours  during  the  months  of  Auguft,  Septem-^ 
ber,  and  half  of  Oaoberj  1814;  during  which 
times  Sir  James  Yeo  remained  at  Ringfton,  wait- 
ing for  the  completion  of  our  3  decker,  t  ■  e  Su 
Lawrence*  e        *  Commodore 
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Commodore  Chauncey^^n  this  Inter^^al,  pro- 
fited little  by  his  command  of  the  lake,  iior  did 
any  thinc^  of  .much  moment  happen  at  Fort  Erie, 
during  Brown^s  temporary  retirement. 

The  remaining  operations  of  the  laft  cam- 
p.iign,  I  fliall  defer  to  my  next, 

I  nnd  that  I  am  affalled  by  a  writer  in  the 
Courant,  with  a  torrent  of  scurrilous  abufe, 
'vliicli  exceeds  the  oratory  of  Billingsgate,  or 
:  c:i  that  of  the  mod  violent  American  News- 
paper.   To  f  ach  democratic  slang  I  (hall  make 
no  rcoly,  fit  hcimr  preciielv  of  the  like  tenor  as 
v/as   uttered  in  the  Affembly  of  Upper  Canada 
by  Wilcocks  and  otherSj  who  afterwards  went 
over  to  the  enemy)  but  content  myself  v/ith  ol> 
■   :  &  at  the  fcope  and  obiedt  of  his  do£lrine^ 
■to  maintain,  that  in  no  poffible  cafe, 
e  :^  aorJln^xry  power  be  exercifed  the 
Kings  r-:  ?or  the  prefervation  of  the 

Province., 

That  on  the  eve  of,  or  pending  an  invafion^ 
although  he  ilioald  discover  that  the  disaffeded 
are  labouring  by  n^iachinations^  both  opeti  and 
concealed,  to  palsy  the  meanS'  of  derence,  and 
feel  convi^Stlon  ■  that  they  rnuil  .thereby  fucceed 
in  their  views^  he  c^i:;^'/^  .  ^/&<?;2  mud  ftill  confine 
Jnmfelf  to  the  f  :.me  line  of -proceediag,  as.  wpiild 
^^;;ble  io  the  ordinary  courfe^  of -events, 
in  ,  times  of  peace  and;  tranqaiUty  ;  and  rather 
than  apply  an  extraorxJinary  remedy,  although 
with  a:  certainty  of  it$ 'proving  ■.efFectuai  for;  the 

,  .  feourity 
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fecurity  of  the  Province  committed  to  his  charge, 
muft  quietly  fubmlt  to  the  proipefl  of  certain 
eventual  conqueftjand  to  the  immediate  ftarva- 
tion  of  his  troops. 

Now  this  dodlrlne  I  deny,  and  maintain,  that 
k  merits  the  execration  of  every  good  fubjed. 
however  difguifed  under  the  maik  of  an  afleftcri 
regard  for  conftitutional  forms. 

VERITJS. 

Montreal,  3 1  ft  May,  1 8 1 5. 
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(NO.  IX,) 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

After  our  unfortunate  attempt,. upon  the  ene- 
my's position  at  Fort  Erie,  little  was  done  there 
on  either  side  for  fome  time,  excepting  recipro- 
cal attacks  upon  pickets  and  occasional  cannona- 
ding, which  were  productive  of  a  considerable 
loss  ot  lives. 

On  the  *i  7th  of  September,  1814,  after  Gen- 
eral Brown  had  resumed  the  command,  the  e- 
nemy  fallied  out  with  about  5000  men,  and 
Jnade  a  bold  attempt  upon  our  batteries,  where- 
in they  succeeded  by  carrying  them  in  the  first 
inftance,  and  spiking  or  disabling  the  guns  ;  but 
our  troops  most  gallantly  retook  them  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  in  which  recapture  part 
of  the  8  2d,  under  Major  ProQor,  and  of  the  6th, 
under  Major  Taylor,  greatly  di^jtip 
selves.  ' 

The  attack  by  the  enemy  was  made  under  a 
kind  of  furprise,  which  was  facilitated  by  the 
very  bad  state  of  the  weather,  that  enabled  them 
to  approach  unperceived,  close  to  the  right  of  our 
position,  and  capture  a  uwaaber  of  DeWatteville's 
'  regt 
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rept*  there  on  duty.  The  lofs  on  both  sides 
v^  as  Tciy  severe.  Ours  in  killed,  wounded  and 
priscilers,  exceeded  6co.  Lieut.  Cols.  Fifber, 
Peai'j^on,  and  Gordon,  were  severely  wounded, 
and  the  latter  afteiw^ards  died  of  his  wounds.  The 
enemy  had  also  a  number  of  their  best  officers 
killed  and  wounded* 

This  sortie  of  the  enemy  is  the  more  remar- 
kah^lej  as  havir.g  been  a  departure  from  their  u- 
suai  eourse,  which  was  the  Indian  mode  of 
warfare,  with  additional  safe  guards.  The  In- 
dians make  a  point  of  never  risking  their  per- 
sons, wiicre  it  can  be  avoided,  but  lookout  for, 
and  avail  thernselves  of  the  cover  of  trees  and  p-^ 
ther  natjural  objects,  which  can  enable  them  to 
kill  the  enemy^  without  danger  to  themselves. 
The  American  troops  are  alike  careful  of  their 
persons  in  adlion,  and  lise  the  same  precautions 
wherever  practicable,  with  the  addition  of  arti- 
ficial covering,  by  cutting  down  trees,  and  for- 
ming abattis,  &c. 

Our  troops  on  the  contrary,  are  too  apt  to 
despise  those  precautions,  and  to  incur  an  excefs 
ofperfonal  risk,  as  if  they  considered  it  deroga^ 
tory  in  a  foldier  to  go  behind  a  tree  or  other  co^ 
yen  There  can  be  no  stronger  proof  of  the 
enemy's  want  of  confidence  in  t^iemselves,  and 
consequent  repugance;  to  meet  our  troops  oti 
ground  where  the  bayonet  could  be  ufed,  thah 
their  not  following  our  handfuls  of  men  to  any 
dift^nce,  after  theii:  landing  n^r  Fort  Qeorge^ 
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In  tbeir  allowing  us  to  retreat  from  the 

battle  ai.  Street's  Creek,  withoiit  attempting  to 
purfue  ;  their  witnessing  our  disgraceful  retreat 
at  Plattsburgj  without  cne  effort  to  give  it  the 
colouring  falsely  pretended  by  Genera)  Macomb, 
of  hi3  having  repulsed  our  attack,  inftead  of  the 
mortifying  fact,  that  the  disgrace  arose  entirely 
from  the  order  given  by  Sir  George  Prevost, 
who  prevented  12000  men  from  doing  w^hat  a- 
ny  3000  of  them  could  have  effected,  And'fi- 
nallyy  near  New-Orleans,-  w^here  the  American, 
troops,  from  being  completely  under  cover,  sus- 
tained  no  loft,  vvhilst  ours'w^ere  wholly  expofed, 
and  mOY>'ed-  down  by 'Hundreds  at  a  time  ;  yet 
not  a  man  moved  out  6f  their  lines  to  follow 
up  our  repulse.  In  cases  where  no  personal  dan-? 
gcr  is  incurred,  it  requires  nd  other  ^  tdurag'e^ 
'than  to  stand  utitil  personal  safety  be  afcef  tained. 

•  It  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  >that;,an 
the  late  v/ar^  we  neglet^ied  to  adapt  our  .tactic'a 
to  the  enemy  we  had  to  deal  witl^- and.  the 
country  %ve  had  to  acl  in  ;  and  it  is  alike  extra- 
ordinary, that  of  that  arm  of  our  military  force 
beft  qualified  for  American  warfare,  yiz.  Rifle-^ 
men  and  Light  Infantry,  not  a  battalion  of  either 
•v^as^fent  to  Canada,  although  common-  fense, 
imd  the  experience  of  the  former  American  "war^f 
QugbttD  have  fuggefted  the  proprietyand'expe^ 
.diency  of  the  meafurCo 

.„  .TTo  what  is  this  to  be:^asc:ribed  ?  Is  itto.  the  ne- 
glect of  Sir  George  to  make  a  requifition  for  fuch 
troops  ?  or  is.  it,  that  in  wifhing  to  puff  off  his 

own 
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own  merits,  he  deceived  Government  into  a  be- 
lief, that  fuch  were  unneceffiiry,  as  if  the  mili- 
tia had  been  quite  sufficient  to  fupply  their  place. 
Whatlbever  the  cauie,  the  eiied  has  been  the 
lofs  of  3  great  n:  of  valuable  lives,  which 
with  the  numerou:  ^.her  lamentable  negled:s  of 
that  Commander,  contributed  to  give  the  enemy 
ad  •;  •  -  ;xes  and  pretexts  fo;  ation,  which 

other  .  ;    ;_ou!d  never  have  exiiied. 

The  rains  in  September  were  conftant  and 
exceilive^  which  acting  upoa  the  fwampy  na- 
ture of  the  ground^  where  part  of  our  troops 
v^c^e  ob!i,^:ed  to  be' placed  near  Fort  Erie,  and  in 
':he  privations  to  which  they 
were  iub)eded,  made  t hern  fb  fickly,  as  to  ren- 
der it  appoint  of  prudence  and  expediency,  after 
the  lofs  of  our  heavy  cannon,  to  fall  back  upon 
Ghipewa-j  which  was  done  gradua'ily,  without 
interruption  from  •  the  enemy. 

During  this  time,  the  large  d;-.  ;  /  of  the 
enemy,  under  General  Izard^  v/hc  had  moved 
from  Plattsburg  fhdrtly  before  Sir  George's  me- 
morable expedition  thither^  as  if  in  thorough 
contempt  of  hinij  by  prefuming  upon  his  mili- 
tary incapacity^  (indeed  it  is  alike  incomprehen- 
fible,  why  Izard,  moved  off,  or  why  Sir  "George 
after  he  did  movcj  did- nothing  againft  the  mife- 
rabie  remnant  of  hiS' force  that  he  ieft  behind 
under  .Macomb.)  had  arrived  at  Sacket's  Harbour^ 
when  finding  that  they  ftill  had  the  command 
of  La'ke  Ontario^that  divisica  was  embarked  and 

sent 
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fcritinveiTeis  and  craft  a  conHderablediilance  up^ 
aiidth^n  disembarkingonthefoutii  fide,  the  troops 
marched  by  land  to  Buffalo,  to  join  Gen.  Brown. 

At  one  time,  it  was  reported,  tbat  they  had 
landed  on  the  Britifh  fide  at  12  mi]e  creek,  which 
indeed  would  have  been  moil  serious  :  General 
Brown  emboldened  by  the  approach  ot  this 
force,  drew  neaiser  to  our  poQtion  at  Chlpewa, 
and  when  the  jun£^ion  was  eiTI^cled,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  turn  ourrif^ht,  in  which  they  fail- 
€d,t  after  iuflaimng  confiderable  lofs'  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  attempt  would  have  been  renew- 
ed, but  for  the  reported  approach  of  our  fleet, 
which  occasioned  them  to  retreat  with  precipi- 
tation on  the  rgth  ofOa:.  1 8 14,  to  Fort  Erie, 
from  which  they  finally  retired  on  the  5th  of 
Nov,'  to  their  own  side,  after  deftroying  the  fort 
and  the  other  works  ;  having  previoufly  fent  over 
their  artillery  and  ftores,  with  part  of  their  troops 
and  militia,  and  thus  ending  that  campaign. 

After  our  ship  the  St.  Lawrence  of  100  guns 
was  launched  and  fitted  at  Kingston,  bur  fleet 
sailed  from  thence  on  the  i6th  of  October  \yith 
a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  stores  for  Niagara, 
where  they  arrived  soon  after  the  Americans 
had  retreated.  Commodore  Chauncey  when  he 
found  that  the  3  decker  was  ready,  retired  to 
Sacket's  Harbour,  and  made  no  attempt  to  im- 
pede the  contemplated  relief  to  our  troops. 

It  has  been  regretted,  that  our  fleet  did  nbt 
carry  up  a  sufScient  force  at  once,  to  have  ena- 
bled 
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bfcd  Central  f)ru^moiid  to  have  iiilmediatdy 
followed  up  the  enemy  after  their  retreat,  and  ia 
tvhieh  case  a  great  part  of  them^  with  their  can- 
non and  stores,  Wo\iId  frobably  havfe  been  cap- 
tured. In  opposition  to  this,  it  has  been  main- 
tained, and  I  think  With  trUth^  that  it  would 
have  been  iinpardonable  in  Sir  James  Yeo  to 
have  taken  oh  board  such  a  number  of  troops^ 
as  to  have  incapacitated  his  squadron  from  fight- 
ing the  enemy  to  advantage,  in  the  battle  that 
itwas^pected  Commodore  Cbauncey  would 
risk,  to  endeavor  to  defeat  the  object  we  had  in 
view.  Our  fleet  returned,  and  made  a  second 
trip  from  Kingston  to  Niagara  early  in  Nov, 
but  by  this  time  the  enemy  had  retired  to  their^ 
own  side* 

In  the  yeatf  1814,  the  ettemy  madie  several 
iiicursions  into  the  tipper  part  of  Upper  Canada, 
for  the  e^prefs  purpose  of  deftroying  private 
property,  for  on  the  i^th  of  May,  a  detachment 
of  their  army  under  Colonel  Campbell,  landed 
St  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie,  pillaged  arid  laid 
waste  the  adjacent  country,  burnt  tht  village  of 
Dover,  with  all  the  mills,  store^/distilleries,  and 
„  dwelling  houses  in  the  vicinity,  carried  away 
such  property  as  was  portable,  and  killed  the 
cattle  within  their  r^ach.  The  lpfs,  bysuchdes- 
trudion  and  pillage,  Was  eftimated  at  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

On  the  J  6th  of  Ai^gUst,  some  Americantr^ops 
a®4  Indiaa^    th#r  s6rvi<i;e  fraia  Detroit,  fiir- 

§  prifed 
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pYis^i  tfi^  seltlehietit  bf  Pbrt  TalKdt,  i^hcte  ttiey 
i^^mmitted  the  -most  atrbcious  acts  of  violence^ 
leaving  up iVards  of  2  30  men,  women  and  chil- 
drcil,  ih  a  St2lte  of  ilakedneft  airid  want. 

t)n  tiie  20th  Peptember,  a  second  excursion 
Ivas.made  by  the  American  garrison  of  Detroit^ 
spreading  fire  andf  pillage  through  one  of  the 
settlements  in  the  Western  District  of  Upper  Ci- 
nada^  whereby  27  families  were  reduced, to  mi- 
sery. Early  in  Novemb  r^  fame  year,  General 
M'  i-rthur  witn  a  large  body  of  mounted  Ken- 
tucldans  and  Indians,  made  a  rapid  march  through 
the  weftern  and  part  of  London  Districts  in  that 
Province,  burning  the  mills,  deftroying  the  pro- 
Vision§,  arid  living  upon  the  InhabitantSi 

Mow,  is  It  possible  to  conceive,  that  all  those^ 
knd  former  acts  of  conflagration  and  pillage  could 
have  happened  with  put  orders  from  the  Ame- 
Hcan  Govt,  and  yet  if  we  hadretaliated  upon  this 
principle  in  the  Chefapeake  or  elfewhere,  (which, 
\vas  completely  in  our  power  to  have  done), 
what^aii  outcry  would  have  been  raised  by  Mr» 
lyiadifon,  and  re-echoed  by  the   oppoiltion  in 
tfie  Imperial  Parliament,  who  on  findmg  them-, 
felves  beat  from  their  grounds  of  cenfure  agalnft 
our  Government  arid  officers  for  the  deftru£tion 
of  the  public  buildings,,  at  Waljiington,  wheH; 
|>rov€d  to  hav^  been  merely  retaliatpry,,  thea^ 
took  up  a  new  pofition  equally  untenable,  viz* 
that  it  'woilld  have  been  magnanimous  not  to  hdve 
.followed  the  Example  of  the  Americans  in  theif 
(^ndu^  at  York  and  NewdrL  Now 
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"  Now  in  common  fenfe,  what  does  fuch  dnc<t 
trine  mean  ?  Do  t'lefe  mock  patriots  referve  all 
their  fympathies  for  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
ter, and  regard  with  callous  indifFerence,  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  ?  are  the  latter 
not  entitled  to  protection  and  confideration,  and 
as  means  of  that  protedio^,  was  it  not  incumr 
bent  upon  our  officers,  ^\nd  a  point  '  f  juftice,  to 
turn  againft  the  enemy  their  own  we^  )ons,  and 
thereby  make  them  feel  the  confequences  of  their 
own  enormity  of  condufl,  with  a  yiew  tQ  pre- 
vent their  repeating  the  like  in  future  ? 

'  It  is  Very  magnanimous'  to  be  fure  to  fpeak  with, 
cold  blooded  indifference  about  the  infliction  of 
ruin  upon  friends  at  the  diftance  of  3,000  miles^ 
by  fire  and  devaftation  In  the  moft  aggravated 
fliapes  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,^  that  if  Mr- 
Whitbread's  brewery  and  his  princely  manfion^ 
with  all  their  contents,  had  been  at  York  or 
Newark,  and  fliared  the  fate  of  the  buildings 
there  consigned  to  the  flames  by  the  enemy ^  we 
fhould  never  have  heaird  of  his  lefturps  upon  tka 
virtue  of  magnanimity. 

Thofe  oppofitionifts  are  iiot  more  callous  to 
the  fufferings  of  our  fellow  fubjeds,  than  of  out 
allieso  What  concern  and  reprobation  have  they 
not  exprefl^ed  at  the  pretended  Ciuelties  exercifed 
by  the  Indians  in  our  intereft,  againft  their  ene- 
mies :  but  which  of  thj^ni  .h^  .ever  Jbeen  hear4 
te  commiferate  the  fate  of  thofe  poor  creature^ 
siyhp  were  murdered  in  cold  bipod,  ti?  |:he  fouth- 
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•vxrard,  by  the  remorfe)efs  Jackfon  and  Coffee,  aa 
th^ir  own  dilp^tehes  prove  ;  gr  at  the  syftem- 
atic  burning  and  deftroying  of  Indian  towns 
and  corn  fields  to  the  northward,  by  the  Ame- 
ricaii  trpqps  and  militia* 

Has  any  of  them  ever  lifted  up  his  voice  In 
Parliament,  against  the  scandalous  land  pillage 
and  other  vexations  and  ihjuftice  pradised  a- 
gainst  the  Indians  by  the  Americans,  and  to 
which  they  are  re-consigned,  by  its  having  been 
bmitted  to  be  ftipulated  in  the  late  treaty  of 
peace,  that  neither  Great  Britain  nor  the  Uni- 
ted States,  flbould  hayg  garrisons  or  cuftom  hou-* 
ses  within  the  Indian  territory  ;  unlefs  it  be  un- 
derftood,  that  exemption  therefrom  makes  part 
bf  the  rights  to  which  the  natives  were  intitled  in 
,|8i  I  ;  and  yet  with  all  these  outrages  and  ne-p 
gle£ls  ftaring  then\  fn  the  face,  we  find  them 
f  uning  ov^r  the  world  In  search  of  adventures 
er  objects,  whereon  to  exercise  their  tender 
i^elings,  in  the  cause  of  humanity, -^nay,  Mr, 
"Whitbread  eeems  tremblingly  alive  with  appre* 
hension  that  Great  Britain  may  re-interfere  to 
dethrone  the  Corsican,  and  does  his  utmost  to 
Save  that  monster  from  the  attack  of  the  Allied 
powers,  all  of  whom  he  libels  in  the  most  grofs 
?^nd  tiarhea,s^fed  Unguage.  Yet  such  is  modern 
patriotism  !' 

Aftcif  the  campaign  of  1814  closed,  General 
Drummond  and  Sir  James  Yeo  came  down  to 
Meotrcal,  to  caafer  with  Sir  George  Prevo6t 

^  upon 
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Upon  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  next  year  i 
whatsoever  that  plan  was,  Is  now  not  material 
to  be  known,  but  much  valuable  time  was  lost  in 
point  of  preparation,  by  hesitatingabout  whether 
tobuild  veflels  at  Turkey  point,  on  Lake  Erie,  or 
on  Lake  Huron.  The  latt-er  was  at  last  decided 
upon,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  at  first ;  but  if  re^- 
port  be  true.  Sir  George  was  blan^elefs  in  this 
delay.  Had  he  been  half  as  anxious  to  prisvent 
the  lofs  of  our  lake  Erie  fleet,  as  it  is  said,  he 
afterwards  was  tp  create  a  new  one  upon  Lake 
Huron,  (which  certainly  was  the  only  secure 
situation  to  build  ^fter  that  lofs)  jth^re  never 
could  have  existed  a  queflion  upon  the  subject, 
and  all  the  misfortunes  pf  the  right  division  of 
mr  army  would  have  been  ayoided, 

Before  however  the  result  of  the  incredible  ex- 
pence  incurred  in  winter  1814,  could  be  knowa 
(and  which  expence,  as  also  the  similar  excessive 
expenditure  from,  winter  X813  onwards,  were 
rendered  neceflary  alope  by  the  unpardonable 
preceding  negleds)  the  news  of  peace  very  un- 
expededly  arrived,  and  put  a  stop  to  further  na- 
val and  military  preparations.  Some  tinie  after 
Sir  George  Was  fuperseded  and  recalled,  in  a 
manner  conveying  the  rnost  pointed  iparks  of 
the  disapprobation  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 
The  peace  is  negatively  glorions  to  u$,  in  so  far 
as  that  the  enemy  have  not  gained  any  one  point 
for  which  they  went  \o  war,  and  have  lost  va- 
luable indulgencies,  that  \ire  had  granted  them 
In  fpirmcr  treaties ;  yet  I  cannot  but  ^©nsider 
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the  terms  of  the  treaty  unsatisfacUjry^  in  not 
containing  fome  provision  for  the  future  security 
of  the  Canadas^  and  dishonorable^  in  not  pro  vi-? 
<din,2;' for  /^^  indepeitdcnc^  and  prate cliQn  of  our 
Indian  Allies. 

Although  not  coming  within  the  fcope  of  my 
plan  at  the  onset,  yet  I  cannot  pafs  without  ob- 
fervation,  the  fpecies  of  deception,  by  which  the 
American  Naval  fervice  has  obtained  a  degree  of 
celebrity,  to  which  it  is  not  entitled  in  point  of 
fad.    During  the  peace  fubfequent  to  the  A- 
inerican  revolu|:ion,  political  differences  of  opi- 
nion amongft  their  parties,  prevented  their  buildr 
ing  lirje  of  battle  fliips  with  the  timber  which 
was  provided  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  federal 
party  then  in  power,  as  a  trick  upon  the  demo- 
crats,'who  were  out,  worked  up  that  tio^ber  into 
i!hips*  which  they  called  frigates,,  by  reafon  of 
not  having  two  complete  gun-decks;  but  boafted 
of  their  being  in  effect  74  s  in  disguife,  which 
was  perfectly  true.  It  has  hovyever  since  been 
found  more  con\enient  for  their  natior^al  vani- 
ty, to  play  off  the  trick  upon  us  ;  and  dropping 
the  appellation  of  74's  ia  difguife,  to  call  them 
plain  44  gpi)  frigate^.a    By  thus  disguifing  their 
real  ilrfjngth,  and  cautiouflyinall  their,  official  ac- 
counts, fpeaking  of  them  as  frigates,,  and  alfo  con- 
cealing their  weight  of  metal;,  .and  -nuinbpr  of 
men,  they  have  impofed  upon  the  worl^,  or  at 
leafl:  the  non-profeffionml,.  part/^f  ijt,.  by,  i^jducing 
them  to  believe^  that  in  their  combats  with  us,  it 
was  frigates  .qf  ^4  guus;  only  againft  thofe  of  38, 
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The  fallacy  of  this  \vill  be  manlfeft  from  thefol^ 
lowing  flatemcnts  :  the  Prefident,  Conftitution, 
^ndXTnited  States,  rated  at  44  guns,  are  each 
1630  tons,  anc^  carry  56  guns,  of  the  follGwing 
calibres,  with  each  480  to  500-picked  men,,  viz  : 
32  long  24  pounders  discharging  768  lbs  of  ball^.^ 

2  -do     18     do  do  36  " 

22  32lbs.  carronades       do         704  -  (lam 
tmcertain  if  they  are  not  421b.-  carronades) 
56  guns  exclufive  of  howitzers  in  the  -  top  1508 
lbs. — Now  cur  38  gun. frigates  with  which  they 
have  had  to  combat^  and  which  they  captured^ 
viz  :  Guerriere,  Macedonian 'and  Java,  were 
each  under  1000  tons,  and  the  compliment  of* 
each  3  20  men.  and  boys  ;  the  latter  fliip  having 
fupernumeraries  going  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  had 
on  board- 177  m^n  and  boys.    They  each  car- 
ried 49  guns  of  the  following  description  : 
2b  long  i8  prs.  difcharging  5G4lbs.  of  ball, 
2    do     9  do         do         18  — — — • 
16  car'ds,  32  do         do       512  — — 
2    do    12  do         do     .    94  — — — 

I  brafs  gun  6  —  

49  guns  do     1 064  —  


It  Is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  Dragon,  the 
largest  74  in  the  Britifh  Navy,  is  two  feet 
fhorter  but  ?wo  feet  broader  than  the  American 
44's.  Her  tonnage  is  1798  and  their's  1630; 
Tjie  average  tonnage  of  12  British  74's  is  only 
1628,  being  the  same  as  the  said  44's.  Upon 
the  whole  therefofe,  it  is  evident,  that  what  th^y 
h^ve  teen  puffing  ofFjo  the  world  as  equal  com-* 
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batjhas  been  at  least  as  6  to  4;  and  if  their  over- 
proportion  of  able  or  professional  seamen,  to 
what  our  ships  carry,  be  considered,  the  diffe- 
rence is  still  greater,  perhaps  two  to  one. 

In  the  sloops  of  War,  there  was  the  like  dis- 
proportion, as  fdr  instance,  the  American  sloop 
Hornet  carried  18  carronades  of  32  lbs.  4  long 
9  and  2  long  6  poundersj  with  165  picked  men 
~the  British  isloop  or  brig  Pestcock,  had  16 
carronades  of  24lbs.  and  2  long  g's,  with  I'lt 
men  and  boys* 

The  sanie  chttA^,  of  raither  a  mii^h  greater,  1$ 
in  progrefs  with  the  76's  lately  built,  which  are 
to  c^rry  800  or  900  men  each,  and  to  discharge^ 
the  following  broadfides,  viz  : 
t6  long  4«  prs«  lower  deck     672  lbs. 
x6  do   24  do*  upper  deck  384, 

2  Jo  24  do  qn  deck  48. 
I©  ear-ds  42  do.  dk.  folrecaftlie  420* 

4  do  -  24  do.  poop  96. 
48  guns  of  a  side,  iQ  all        1620  lbs. 

A  Britifh  ship  of  3  decks^  rated  at  98^,  entries 
ti2  guns,  discharging  a  broadfide  of 
14  long  32  lower  deck       448  lbs* 
54  do  24  middle  dp        336,  some  have  t$ 

pnt^isdeej^ 

f  4  do  i2  upper  do  168. 

4  do    i8  7  qr.  deck  36* 

7  car'ds32  }  and  fbrec^ftle  224, 

^  do  24  poop  96# 
is  gum  q£  a  sid^  ia  all  i|©8  U)^  I&4  fS^ 


{   147  ) 

The  Americans  havq  also  lately  built  a  des-? 
fcription  of  what  they  call  frigates,  to  be  rated  48 
guns  and  to  carry  62  guns  each  with  600  xxicn^ 
Viz:  34    long    32  pounders, 
4     do     24  do 
24  car'ds    42  .,  do 
The  length  of  their  gun-deck  is  above  180  feet» 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  ia  part  we  have 
sati(ftioned  this  deception,  which  the  Americans 
have  superlatively  encreased. .  It  was  conimoa 
in  oar  official  accounts  of  battles  with  the  FrencH 
to  state  our  shipis  according  to  their  rate  in  the 
Navy,  and  the  captured  eriemjr  ^t  the  actual 
number  of  guris  he  carried  ;  and  thiis  thq  Ame- 
ricans have  had  the  rhodesty  to  say,  but  most  fal- 
sely, that  they  h^ve  captured  British  merl  o£ 
war  at  sea  of  eqiial  force,  which  the  French  ne- 
ver could.  Now  the  fact  ig,  that  neither  have 
captured  olir  ships  of  equal  force,  and  it  i&  alike 
true,  that  we  neVei:  conquered  a  French  ship  of 
of  the  like  actual  fuperiority  to  ours,  as  the  A- 
merican  ships  which  We  engaged  really  poffeffed 
in  intrinsic  force; 

In  the  only  action^  ive  have  had  with  Ame« 
rican  ships  of  war,  wherein  the  irespe ctive  force 
wa^  nearly  alike,  (for  I  fhall  not  notice  the  real 
difference  of  strength^  it  being  on  the  side  of  the 
enemy)  viz  :  the  Shannon  and  Chesapeake  fri- 
gates, and  Pelican  dnd  Argus  sloops  ;  both  were 
taken  in  a  style,  and  In  a  spabe  of  which  per- 
haps tliere  is  no  naval  precedent*  It  Is  a  pity 
that  every  thing  could  not  be  reduced  to  arith- 
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metical  calculation.  For  when  fuch  can  be  done, 
the  decepcion  ceases. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  imposition  upon  the 
world,  it  should  be  laid  down  as  an  invariable 
rule  in  all  naval  adions,  to  state  the  actual  num- 
ber, size,  and  description  of  giins  carried  on 
both  sides,  with  the  real  number  of  men  on 
board  at  the  time,  and  how  many  thereof  are  ra- 
ted able  seamen  ;  were  this  truly  done,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  gasconade,  and  an  invaria- 
ble criterion  eftabliflied  for  afcertainlng  the  real 
ftrength  of  nerves.  Indeed  no  fhip  fliould  be 
rated  '  lower  than  what  flie  carries. 

A  Britifli  man  of  war's  crew  is  compofed  of 
^  claffes-,  viz  :  able  feamen,  ordinary  feamen, 
landsmen,  including  boys  and  marines ;  if  a 
Ihip  has  a  fourth  oi  liet  crew  rated  able,  fhe  is 
confidered  to  be  well  manned,  whereas  an  Ame- 
can  fhip  of  v.^ar,  for  their  having  but  few  in 
number  to  man,  has  half  her  crew  or  more,  regu- 
larly bred  feamen  By  the  capture  of  tiie  Prefi- 
dent  and  Chesapeake,  the  real  ftate  of  their  force 
and  equipment  will  have  been  difcovered,  and 
evince  mo^-e  efpecially  as  to  the  foraier,  her 
wonderful  over  proportion  of  force  to  her  pre- 
tended rate. 

It  is  a  fadl  that  fpeaks  volumes  to  the  credit 
of  our  Navy,  that  in  no  inftance  have  our  men 
of  war  declined  the  combat  againfl  equal  nujp.- 
bers  whatfoqver  the  inequality  of  force,  nor  fur- 
ren^erqd  j^^fore  tiiey  were  in  a  finking  ftate  ; 
■f}-  '  where* 
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wt^ereas  I  know  of  no  cafe  where  an  Amerkan 
fhip  of  war  sought  for  an  adion,  with  one  of 
ours  of  fuperior  force  ;  but  it  is  upon  record 
that  the  redoubtable  Commodore  Rogers,  in  the 
Prefident,  run  fixty  hours  in  the  North  Sea, 
from  the  Alexandria  frigate,  magnifying  her 
into  a  line  of  battle  fhip,  and  at  the  commen^e- 
jr  ent  of  the  war,  he  was  fo  ftiy  of  the  Belvidera, 
as  to  let  her  escape,  altho'  he  had  fome  other  A- 
merican  frigates  aftern. 

The  following  has  been  handed  to  me  as  being 
a  moie  correct  ftatement  of  the  action  at  Lundy's 
Lan  ,  and  previous  movements,  than  the  abs- 
trad  thereof  given  by  me,  and  it  being  ftated  to 
be  the  refult  of  perfonal  ot)fervation.  I  give  it 
in  the  writer's  own  vvords,  altho' in  detail  fome- 
what  beyond  the  fpace  that  I  had  allotted  tp 
myfelf  for  this  number, 

"  General  Brown  retired  from  Queenfton  on 
Sunday,  the  24th  of  July,  18 14  ;  intelligence 
of  which  reaching  the  divifiou  under  General 
Riall,  at  the  12  mile  Creek,  the  Glengary  light 
infantry,  and  Incorporated  Militia  only,  marched 
that  night  about  eleven  o'clock,  for  Lundy's  La- 
ne, where  they  arrived  next  morning  about  7 
o'clock,  in  all  about  700  men  ;  the  Glengary's, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col  Batteriby,  the  Mili- 
tia by  Lieut.  CoL  Robinfon,  and  the  whole  un- 
der Lieut.  Coh  Pearfon,  Infpe£ting  Field  Officer. 

General  Brown,  in  the  courfe  of  the  after- 
|)OQaofthe  15th,  received  intelligence  of  their 
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weaknefs,  and  General  Scott  with  about  i6od 
men,  Infantry  and  dragoons,  with  feveral  field 
pieces,  came  out  froin  Chippewa  about  6  o'clock 
to  attack  them. 

Moft  fortunately  General  Drummond  had  that 
morning  landed  from  York  with  the  89th  regt. 
^nd  with  that  corps,  and  detachments  cf  the 
•Royal  Scots  and  King's  regt.  drawn  from  the 
forts,  in  all  about  800  men  ;  immediately  march- 
ed  towards  Chippewa.  The  detachment  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  River  Niagara,  consisting  of 
the4ift  regt  after  capturing  the  Poll  at  Lewiston 
was  crofFed  to  our  own  fliore,  and  returned  to 
the  forts,  or  remained  at  Queenfton,  the  light 
coinpany  excepted. 

The  troops  from  Fort  George,  after  dining  at 
Queenfton  between  4  and  5  in  the  afternoon, 
continued  their  march  with  Gen.  Drummond 
at  their  head,  and  had  got  within  half  a  mile  of 
Xundy's  lane,  when  they  received  intelligence 
that  the  American  army  w^re  advancing. — -Our 
Troops  were  halted  and  joined  by  the  Incorpo- 
rated Militia,  when  General '  Drummond  and 
llafF  rode  in  advance  to  reconnoitre.  The  Glen- 
garies  had  rerriained  at  the  Lane  ;  orders  were 
immediately  fent  for  our  troops  to  advance,  and 
the  General  had  barely  time  to  take  a  pofitioa 
when  both  his  flanks  were  engaged.  Veritas 
f^ys,  The  unequal  conteft  was  continued  brfiv^;-. 
ly  for  fome  time,  but  being  overpowered,  the 
troops  were  retreating  &c.    This  would  lead  to 
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a  belief  that  at  onq  time  we  had  been  beaten,  but 
which  was  not  the  cafe  at  any  one  moment,  nor 
did  we  yield  them  one  foot  of  ground,  A  little 
before  dufk  the  enemy  received  firong  reinforce- 
ments, when  the  adion  became  general^  and 
though  our  left  was  very  hard  preffed,  it  never 
was  overpowered.  About  400  of  the  enemy 
made  a  detour  along  the  river  on  our  lett, 
and  gained  the  Niagara  road  in  our  rear, 
and  it  was  then  that  they  took  General  Riall  and 
moft  of  our  prifoners. 

The  remainder  of  our  Troops  at  the  12  mile 
creek  were  ordered  to  march  at  3  that  morning, 
and  were  under  arms  at  that  hour,  but  by  fome 
fatality  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  they 
did  not  move  till  pafl:  1 2  o'clock. — Then  whea 
General  Riall  firft  learnt  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing,  he  fent  an  officer  to  meet  Col,  Scott 
of  the  103d,  with  orders  to  retire  on  Queenfton. 
This  order  reached  him  about  3  miles  from  the 
field  a  fhort  time  before  the  aftion  began,  and 
before  the  Colonel  received  a  counter  order,  he 
had  made  in  purfuance  of  the  firft  order  a  retro- 
gade  movement  of  nearly  4  miles,  fo  that  it  was 
paft  9  o'clock  before  he  and  his  men  could  come 
up,  who  were  then  a  good  deal  blown,  and 
then  it  was  fo  dark,  that  but  a  partial  advantage 
of  their  arrival  could  be  taken. — Thus  the  action 
was  chiefly  fought  by  the  troops  originally  enga- 
ged/' 

It  would  be  very  fatiffadory  to  me,  that  this 
ftat^ment  fhould  prove  more  corred  than  the 
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Other  but  I  certainly  did  undeifland,  and  I  am 
not  fingular  in  fo  doing,  that  apart  of  our  troops 
overpowered  by  nu  mbers,  had  at  one  time  com- 
m^enced  a  retreat,  but  moft  gallantly  renewed 
the  combat.  ' 

I  hoped  to  have  clofed  the  military  part  of  my 
parrative  in  this  number,  but  find  that  I  muft 
defer  it  to  my  next.  VERITAS. 

Montreal^  "jth  June  1 8l5» 
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(NO.  X.) 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald 
Sir, 

Having  come  to  the  clcfe  of  my  namtive  of 
Sir  George's  military  admlniftration,  it  only  re- 
mains to  make  a  fhoit  recapitulation  with  a  few- 
remarks. 

To  the  unprejudiced  It  will  be  evident  from 
the  fads  adduced,  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  although  fo  long  threatened,  he  had 
adopted  no  meafure  for  procuring  early,or  indeed 
any  information  upon  the  fubjedl  ;  and  the 
whole  of  its  progrefs  was  marked  by  fuch  a 
deficiency  of  intelligence  as  almoft  on  every  oc- 
cafion  to  demonftrate,  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  enemy,  and  without  any  plan  of  operations 
otiler  than  a  difhearting  defenfive  fyftem,  entire- 
ly dependent  upon  the  developement  of  their 
movements,  without  attempt  at  circumventioQ 
or  countera£tion« 

That  neither  Sir  George  nor  his  pretended 
friends,  had  any  agency  in  the  example  which 
drew  forth  the  fervices  of  the  militia  of  the  Low- 
er Province,  or  in  quelling  the  difturbances  which 
were  produced  by  the  execution  of  his  own  mili- 
tia aft,  1  hat 
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That  to  General  Brock's  Z'^al  and  energy,  left 
as  he  was  without  orders,  along  with  other  cauf- 
es  independent  of  Sir  George,  the  prefervation 
ofUppef  Canada  in  the  firftinftanc^,  and  of  Low- 
er Canada  as  a  confequence,  are  mainly  to  be 
afcribed. 

That  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  we  had  a 
great  fuperiority  in  veflels  on  Lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie,  which  the  crew  of  a  sloop  of  war  in  1812 
would  have  fecured  to  us  ;  but  which  fuperiority 
he  allowed  by  inadtion  and  negleft  to  be  wreft- 
eJ  from  us  by  means  of  the  building  of  veflels 
that  could  have  been  prevented,  and  efpecially 
by  fuffering  the  formation  of  the  naval  eftablirti- 
ment  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  which  might  have 
been  de'flroyed. 

That  the  lofs  of  our  fleet  upon  Lake  Erie,  a- 
rofe  from  a  like  negledl  of  the  Prefque  Ifle  eftab- 
lifliment,  and  from  a  great  deficiency  in  the  e- 
quipment  and  crews  of  our  veffels  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Barclay,  v/hich  it  was  the  du- 
ty of  Sir  George,  woo  then  direded  both  fervi- 
ces,  to  have  prevented. 

That  in  1813,  when  he  made  an  attack  upon 
Sackett's  Harbour,  it  was,  when  on  the  point  of 
furrender,  abandoned  in  a  manner  difreputable 
to  our  military  charader. 

That  by  fome  ftrange  fatality,  the  attempt 
wa^  never  afterwards  fenev/ed,  although  it  was 
evident  to  every  man  of  comniOn  underftanding 

acquaintecll'^ 
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acquamtei  with  the  country,,  that  the  refult  of 
the  war  on  the  fide  of  Caaada,  depend  up-r 
on  the.  co.n  mod  of  the  Lakes;  afid  that  fuch 
command  codld  noc  be  mii-^taiaed,  hut  at  an  ia- 
tolerable  expeace,  and  then  very  prccarioufly^ 
unlefs  the  eftabliflnnent  at  Sackett's  narbour 
could  be  deflroyed. 

That  ina<^ioa  and  negled  at  the  outfet,  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  neceffity  for  a  moft  lavlili 
expenditure  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  and  efpe- 
ciaily  in  the  lalt  ftage  of  it,  to  the  extent  of  many 
millions  fterling,  whereby  the  government  and 
the  nation  became  diffatiffied,  and  finally  v/ere 
fo  completely  difappointed  in  their  expeQiatioas 
from  the  very  extenfive  military  and  other  re-« 
fources  placed  under  the  diredion  of  Sir  George, 
engender  a  general  wilh  for  peace  on  al- 
moli  any  terms  ;  and  thereft  re  whatfoever 
there  may  be  in  the  conditions  of  peace, 
which  arc  not  what  they  would  or  ougtit 
to  have  been  under  dlfretent  circum fiances,  may 
very  fairly  be  afcribed  to  r:ir  George's  mifman- 
agement  of  thofe  refources,  and  general  incapa^ 
tity  for  the  high  utuation  he  held. 

That  the  lofg  of  our  fleet  upon  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  unqueftionably  In  part  proceeded  from  a 
premature  attack  by  its  Commander,  Capt.  Dow- 
nie,  and  which  attack  would  not  have  been  made 
when  it  was,  han  he  not  been  urged  thereto  ; 
or  even  if  not  urged  in  exprefs  terms,  certainly 
aot  without  a  confidence  in  a  joint  attack  or  co- 
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operation  on  the  part  of  the  army,  but  no  fuch  at- 
tack or  co-operation  took  place. 

The  lofs  however  ot  that  fleet,  mortifying  as 
it  was,  is  triflings  when  compared  with  the  hu- 
miliation refulting  from  the  fatal  expedition  to 
Plattfburgh,  and  the  dlfgraceful  retreat  therefrom 
without  fighting ;  becaufe  Sir  George  thereby 
caft  a  ftain  upon  our  well  earned  military  renown, 
which  has  had  a  moft  pernicious  moral  effect  at 
a  diftance,  viewed  as  it  has  been  through  Ame- 
rican mifrepiefentation,  and  confequently  exag- 
gerated into  a  military  defeat,  inftead  of  being 
confidered  as  it  really  was,  owing  to  the  grofs 
fault  of  the  commander  alone,  in  dired:  oppofi^ 
tion  to  the  wifhes  and  feelings  of  almoft  every 
cfEcer  and  foldier  in  his  army. 

And  what  adds  to  the  misfortune,  is,  that 
no  reafoning  or  explanation  can  ever  effectual- 
ly eradicate  the  falfe  impreffion  made  by  that  la- 
mentable retreat,  in  which  our  gallant  troops 
were  fuch  indignant  actors,  and  which  impreffi- 
on may  be  the  caufe  of  bringing  about  another 
war  upon  the  part  of  the  United  States^'  at  an 
earlier  period  then  would  have  been  the  cafe,  had 
the  fleet  been  faved  and  the  works  of  Plattfburg 
carried.  \  ' 

The  candid  part  of  the  American  officers,  ri- 
dicule Sir  George^s  condud  at  Sackett's  Harbour 
and  Plattfburg,  although  benefiting  thereby  as 
much  as  we  can  do^  who  are  fych  heavy  fufferers 
therefrom, 
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I  fliall  only  add  that  the  fevere  lofses  fuftainecj 
hy  our  troops  in  the  hard  fought  campaign  of 
i8 14  on  the  Niagara  line,  arofe  &om  the  ohfli- 
nate  neglect  of  b  ir  .;reorge  to  furnifli  reinforce- 
ments to  that  part  of  the  army  on  the  opening  of 
the  navigation,  notwithftanding  the  manifeft 
preparations  of  the  enemy  to  make  their  real  at- 
tack in  that  quarter. 

Moreover  I  am  informed,  that  Sir  Geoge  an4 
General  Sheaffe,  when  at  York  in  winter  181 2^ 
were  of  opinion,  that  Upper  Canada  could  not 
fee  defended  with  the  then  means;  in  which  opini- 
ion  a  gentleman  in  high  civil  fituation  there  join- 
ed ;— fo  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,  both  Provide 
ces  were  prelerved  by  a  kind  of  miracle  in  aid 
of  the  exertions  of  ethers,  in  fpite  of  the  opinions, 
incapacity,  and  egregious  blunders  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  forces,  and  againft  his  intentions 
of  evacuating  the  country  beyond  Kingfton,  and 
General  Sheaffe's  wifli  for  a  premature  abandoa-» 
xnent  of  Fort  Erie. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  given  alfo  a  fketch 
of  Sir  George's  civil  admin iftration,  but  reflect- 
ing that  it  has  been  already  fo  ably  depided,  by 
Neuva,  in  his  admirably  written  allegory,  I  fhall^ 
for  theprefent  not  profecute  that  intention. 

VERITAS, 

u  Montr cal<^  ytb  jFune  18 1^* 
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